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Reader: Time magazine claimed that the plagues were natural occurrences. What's your response? Mesora: Plague-critics will
not be able to exFIan such miracles naturally. God created hail mixed with fire. The waters of the sea "piled like heaps',

described as "walls on

plague againgt bodies, but not based not on genetics, germs or cell damage, but on the order of one's birth? Thisis
leather beltswill die.

saying that only those wearing

their right and ther |

". Regarding the Death of Firstborns, how can this be

ere is no biological connection between on€e's belt and hish

explained naturally,...a
uivalent to
th. So too,

there is no biological connection between one's order of birth and his health. Thisis certainly a Divine phenomena. Each plague

h-
Ci
0

appened exactly as Moses predicted, and precisely when he forecasted each. How could a man predict that frogs will engulf a
t?/, or that lice, locusts, hail, darkness, blood, beasts, boils, and all the rest will actually occur when he says, and as he says. The
nly explanation isthat the Creator of all natural law intervened and altered these laws, what we refer toasa"miracle”.
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Parshas Bo

RABBI BERNARD FOX

"And he said to them, "May
Hashem only be with you. Just as
I send you with your children. See
that evil is before you". (Shemot
10:10)

Moshe tells Paroh of the plag
of Locusts. This plague wi
consume all grain and vegetati
that survived the preceding plagu
Paroh agrees to allow Bn¥israel
to leave Egypt to serve Hashe
However, only the adults ma
leave. The children must remain.
our pasuk, Paroh tells Moshe that
acquiesces to the request to le

The 10
Plagues

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

TenPlagues of Egypt:

"Know;, that by the hand of Aaron
were the first three plagues and
these sgnswerein the lower matter
as | explained earlier, because two
(of them) wer ein water, and the
third was in the dust of the earth.
And the plagues performed by
Moses with the staff were in the
higher elements, just ashis (Moses)
status was higher than Aaron's
datus. For example, the plague of
hail and locusts were brought by the

jwind, and (so too) the darkness, it
was in the air; also the plague of
boils was through him (Moses).
Only three (plagues) were without
the daff; the wild animals, the
disease of the animals, and the
death of the firstborns. And one
(plague) with no staff was through
Moses, with a little connection with
Aaron, and it was the plague of
Ldoils”

I

(continued on page 4)

On the verse in Exodus, 8:12, Ib
Ezra outlines the structure of the

on Ibn Ezra catches our attentiosingle
ewith his first word, "Know", an 4)Distinguishing between Egypfear,because from them the nations
urgentcall to think into this specific and the Jews through two plaguetgar. Becausethe statutes of the

ntommentaryHe intimates there isin which no staff was used, angeoples are false, because a tree
more to these words than meets tiptaced in the center of the series @fom the forest they cut, fashioned
Ieye. He does not intend to simplplagues.
Hist each plague with the performer, In his Laws of Idolatry, 1:1,Jeremiah teaches that man did in
aviE to monitor the involvement of theMaimonides' teaches that early médact fear the heavens. But their fear

= =1,

Ancient art depicting Egyptian priest readying the dead for his sepulcher

staff aserds in themselvede are already began to project greatness
not interested in dry statistics wheonto the heavenly bodies. Man
studying God's wisdom. Here, lbrthought, since the planets, stars and
Ezra is most certainly teachingpheres minister before God, they
important principlesAdditionally, too are worthy of man's honor.
not often does he commence witkventually man's sin increased as
"Know...". he replaced simpléanor of stars

In theTen Plagues, what did Godwith their worship as deities, until
wish to teach Egypt and the worlénowledge of God was lost. Star
with the following: 1)Aaron andworship reveals man's estimation
Moses were each assigned specificat the heavens deserve reverence
plagues,in the lower and higher(We see man did not say this of our
realms respectively, and thejyower, sublunary Earth and its
performed a similar number oflements, only regarding heavenly
plagues independently, 2)Théodies.) Man feared not only the
presence of the staff only in certaispheres, but the heavens. Jeremiat
miracles - its absence in otherd,0:2-3reads, "So says God, ‘To the
3)Moses joining with Aaron in aways of the nations do no learn, and
plague of  boils,from the signs of the heavens do not

by an artisan with an adze."

(continued on next page)
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The 10 Plagnes i 2

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

(continued from page 1)

stemmed from a false projection greater significance over the othé
notreality. Egypt would then realize the
The primitive view of the heavensSomething higher was responsib|
determining man's fate was not aliefor all creation. God wished the
to Egypt. | feel God wished togood for the Egyptians. The ‘goodH
correct this error with one aspect afmeans knowledge of what is true. AS
His plagues. Commanding Aaron tit says in theTorah (Exod. 9:16)
perform the plagues limited to thewith regards to these plagues, "...jgEs
earthly realm, and Moses to perfornorder that they tell of My name i e
those of the "higher", heavenlythe whole world." .
realm, God wished to discount the Interestingly, the three plagues ™ =
dangerous esteem man held towardesigned in the heavens were hafzod works differently than Egypt'swas not affected, even though they
the heavens. God showed that tHecusts and darkness. Why thesdew of the 'divine'. Egypt thoughtdid not serve animals. In Exod. 9:7,
only difference between the heavertbree? Perhaps to address thrdeat pleasing their gods was manBharaoh himself sends messenger:
and Earth is the level oferrors of the Egyptians. Egyptcorrect obligation, and preciselyo see if Israewas harmed. This
understanding required toassumed meteorological phenomerf®w gods operated - a naturgblague of the animal's death
comprehend their natures, as the be divine, so God responded witbutgrowth of a child/parentconcerned hingreatly.
wiser man - Moses - addressed ttee hailffire plague to display Hisrelationship. How would such an Why were these two plagues
heavenly plagues, and Aaromxclusive control in this aredind infantile idea be corrected so tdoereft of the staff? Perhaps thaffst
addressed the earthly plagues. Butas also a heavenly phenomena, bitach of God's true system? Bgarried with it some element of
both realms were controlled by lawspow they experienced an unnaturégypt witnessing punitive measuresause and effectnan would hit
and both could be understoodwind blowing the entire day, theonly on their 'side of the river', theysomething, and only themould the
Understanding a phenomenantire night, until the next morningwere awakened to a new ideglague commence. Perhaps, God
removes one's false, mysticalvhen it delivered the terror ofobjective morality. They were heldwished to teach that He is in no way
estimations. Realizing they ardocusts destroying all vegetatioraccountable. But they realizedbound by the physical. A plague
‘guided' means they are subordinatemaining of the hail's previoussomething even more essentiainay occur with no prior cause.
to something greater. These realngestruction (Exod 10:13).irkally, Their relationship to their gods waskemoving the staff might effectively
did not "control", but were with the plague of darkness, Godne where the gods benefited frorteach this lesson, as nothing was
“controlled", teaching the Egyptianglisplayed control over the primaryman's actions. Egypt felt the godsmitten to bring on the plague.
that their view was false. Thefocus in heaven the sunWeaher, need man to serve their needs, whichl heard another explanation for the
Egyptians erred in assuming théhe atmosphere and outer space wesere projections of man's owruse of the staff: Although God did
heavens to be a governing andll shown as false deities and undereeds. But Judaism teaches thabt need it (He needs nothing) for
mystical realm. Earth, to Egypt, wasghe exclusive control of the Israeliteg'elating to God is not for God, butMoses and Aaron to initiate the
not divine. God therefore wished td5od. Additionally, the plague ofthe opposite, it can be only for marplagues, it's presence was to remove
correct this disproportionately high,'darkness” had one other facet - Bod does not need man. Man musny divinity progctedby Egyptorto
heavenly grandeur. God did so imvas palpable, perhaps to show thatdo that which is proper, and if heMoses and Aaron, lest onlookers
two ways: 1)By showing thewas nota simple solar eclipse. does not, he will not only befalsely believe these two mortals
heavens' subordination to a Higher Ibn Ezra also made specific not@unished, but he will lose the trugoossessed some powers. By seeing
will, God demoted heavensatus of two plagues where no staff wagjood for himself. So the Egyptian'she staff incorporated into the
from the divine to the mundaneused. These two also included thexclusive receipt of these twamiracles, Moses' and Aaron's
2)By aligning the plagues withlesson of national distinction: Exodplagues awoke them to a realizatiosignificance was diluted in Egypt's
Moses' and Aaron's participation8:18, "And | will distinguish on that that service of God means not ayes. But wouldn't people then
Egypt would understand that notlay the land of Goshen that Mycatering to a gods needs, but aelieve the staff to have those
only are the heaven's not divine, bygeople stand on it, to prevent fronalignment with proper ideals andoowers? | believe for fear of this
they are in equal realms, just abeing there the wild beasts..." Exodnorality This is a drastic differenceerroneous notion, God created a
Moses and Aaron are of somewh&:4, "And God will distinguish from Egypt's primitive notionof miracle where the staff itself turned
equal statusAdditionally, Moses between the cattle of Israel and thevorship. into a shake. This was to show that it
and Aaron each performed threeattle of Egypt, and nought will die Simultaneoushthese two plaguestoo was under the control of
miracles independently to equatef the Israelites." Why were both ofattacked the very core of Egyptiarsomething else, of God.
heaven and earth, dispelling a falshese plagues designed to distinguigiods; arimals. Their own animals
supremacy of heaven andegypt from Israel? | believe thedied, and next, wild animals Two questions remain: Why are
meteorological phenomenaanswer is that by designing not justttacked them. It was a devastatindpe two animal-related plagues
Hopefully, Egypt would one plague - which could be viewedblow to their esteemed deities. Theplaced in the middle of the series of
comprehend that both heaven araek a freak incident, but two plaguetheory of animal gods wasthe Ten Plagues? Why did the
Earth are equally under God'svhich recognized "Egyptians" anddestroyed. They were all the morglague of boils require Moses and
control, and that one deserves ntdews" - the goal was to teach thatonfused when they saw that Israéaron to work together2l

Page 2
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Firstborns

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Question: | have been told tha
Exodus 13:2 & 24:5vere originally
interpreted to mean that the first ba
son of each Jewish family wg
intended to be deemed a Cohen
serve as his family's representative
the Holy Tenple. | have read th
passages and it seems a stretch, is|
the way it was before Hashe
changed it when only the Levitg
crossed the line to accept t
Torah? Thank you.

The
Death
of
E tian
Firstborns
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RABBI REUVEN MANN

Rabbi Chait said Macas Bechoros

Mesora: Rashi says that when 3§

Tenple service.
received the priesthood to promulg
Torah ideology, much like th
Egyptian firstborns carriethe status
of passing down thephilosophy.We
see that the Egyptian firstborns we
killed, and as a rabbi once mention
it was in order to sever the lineagke
those who would teach the corru
Egyptian pHosophy.

What was the reason for G-ckarth. The second three occurfed Perhaps it is inherent in the positi
plaguing Egypt with theTen upon the Earth's surfacadild | of first born male, that he comman
Plagues?

RABBI ISRAEL CHAIT
Written by a student

plagued and Boils smote all. Thdit to act as leader since he carr

Dam-Blood third set dealt with the heaverjsinherent reverence. Just as killing {
Tzefardea-Frogs Hail fell from the sky, Locusts wereEgyptian first born would terminat
Kinim-Lice blown in from the sky, the skythose leaders, God sought Jew

turned Dark. firstborns as naturalorah leaders

The last plague - death opHoweverwhen they sinned, they we
Firstborn - was really for a differentno longer fit to minister to God. The
purpose, that being the terminatipshowed weakness towardien gods.
of the disseminators of the EgyptiaiThis contradicts the monotheist
culture and beliefs - the firstborns, perfection required ifierrple worship.

What was the reason for thigOnly those perfectly devoted to G
categorization? It is in line with thecan relate to God iffenple service.
philosophy of th@orah, to show al| Knowledge of His undeniable status
that G-d is the only Source ofthe only God is essential for relating

Arov-Wild animals
Dever-Animal's Plague
Shchin-Boils

Barad-Hail mixed with Fire
Arbeh-Locusts
Choshech-Darkness
Bechoros-Death of Firstborn

Iwas unigue. Every othenaca came

the Jews sinned by the Golden Calfhrough an angel, i.e., a visible,
except for the Levites, the Levites thephysical force. For example, a great
replaced the firstborns' designation |afiind preceded the Arbeh, and the first
The firstbornsmaca - plague - (Nile River turning

timto blood) involved producing some
b change in the water and so forth.
Every maca expressed itself via a
change in some visible physical
rrphenomenon.  Macas Bechoros
cthowever was direct. There was no
medium through which it expressed
pitself that was apparent to the
Egyptians. Until now all they saw was
pthat G-d had some type of control over
dthe physical forcesf naure but that

animals roamed free, Animals wereespect and status. He is then the madde was limited in that He had to

egperate through them. Thus, there was
hsome measure of safety and possible
eescape. He couldn't just will me dead
shith no apparent cause which | could
trace to some element in nature. So
ebefore, G-d always operated within
ynature, so to speak, but in Macas
Bechoros, He revealed an entirely new
iddimension - outside of nature - by
which He can strike you down at will.
pdHence, the terror of that night was
different than that which attended any
asther maca. This is my understanding
t@nd explanation of what | heaod the

power in the universe. G-d was thushat is truly "Him".0O

taped shiur.0

You ndice that they are brokenshowing Pharaoh and the rest
up into three sets. As well, theEgypt that He alone commanded |a

teach us that there is a specifi@lenu everyday, "v'col b'nei bas = Tyt
grouping and method to theyikriu shmecha”, "all flesh shoul

plagues. call your name". Therefore G4d

on the Earth itself: Blood was in theelate to the Egyptians as well
Nile, Frogs came from the Nile, andhe Jews, His level of Supre
the Lice came from the dust of thgpower over the univerda.
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referring to the Almighty as themade toAvraham. He toldwraham Egypt. Lhderstandablythe people
PaI'ShaS healer of the nation. This is a veryhat his descendants will be afflictedvished to minimize theibuden.
difficult incident to understand.in a strange land. But at the end ofhese comments seem to suggest

First, why did Hashem lead thehis exile they will leave the land ofan additional question. Why was
nation to a location that wasgheir bondage with the wealth oHashem concerned with the
without water? Certainly, He knewtheir former masters. Hashem tellfulfillment of His promise? The
they would need water to surviveMoshe that he should address Bnaeople did not want the wealth of
Why wait until the nation appealedyisrael with this command "now".the Egyptians!
to Moshe before providing potableThe actual word used in the pasuk Klee Yakar responds that we
_ water? Second, what is the meaninig nah. Unkelus and others providenust better understand the promise
(continued from page 1) of Moshe's speech? He tells ththis translation for the term.that the Almighty made to
Egypt. However, he adds that evihation that if they observe theHowever the Talmud offers a Avraham. Hashem had promised
awaits Bnalisrael. In other words, mitzvot, they will not suér. This different translation for the termthat BnaiYisrael would leave the
he predicts that BnaYisrael are would seem self-evidentVhy did nah. InTractate Berachot, the Sagetand of their affliction with wealth.
destined to sfir. What was Paroh'sMoshe need to make this point2xplain that the term means pleasévhy was this wealth necessary?
basis for this prediction? Finally, why does Moshe refer toAccording to this translation,Klee Yakar explains that this wealth
The commentaries offer varioudHashem as a healer? Of all thelashem was asking Moshe tavas intended as some level of
explanation of Paroh's predictioncharacteristics of Hashem, whyequest from the Bnafisrael that compensation to BnaYisrael for
One of the most interesting ignention this one? they loot Egypt. It is unusual fortheir labor. This has two
provided by Gershonides. He According to the insight of Hashem to express Himself in thémplications. First, it was important
explains that Paroh could no longeGershonides, all of these questiorsntext of a requestVhy, here, is that Bnai Yisrael receive the
deny the existence of a deity thaire answered. Hashem realized thtitis strange mode of expressiopayment. Second, the compensation
caused these plagues. However, seme members of BnaYisrael used? The Talmud responds thamust come from the Egyptians.
claimed that this powerful godwould be concerned with Paroh'$iashem did not want to beBoth of these requirements must be
could only produce destruction. Higrediction. They had been rescuediticized byAvraham. If the nation met to avoid any perception of
proof was that all of the plaguesrom Egypt but only through thedid not leave with the Egyptian'snjustice. Now our questions can be
were destructive. He warned Bnailestruction of the Egyptians. Thisvealth, Avraham could complainanswered. The use of the term nah
Yisrael that if they chose to followreinforced Paroh's claim. Hasherthat the Almighty had notis designed to communicate an
this god they would be doomedwished to indicate that He also doesompletely fulfiled His covenant.important message.iterally, the
Ultimately, they too would suffer good. Therefore, he brought therkle had subjected the nation tterm means now. However, it also
the wrath of the god of destructionto Marah. Here, He performed auffering. But He had not providedcan mean please. Why did the
Based on this interpretation ofmiracle that did not involve anythe promised reward. Almighty use this term? He was
Paroh's prediction, Gershonideslement of destruction. Moshe's This entire discussion is difficultacknowledging that the wealth was
answers a number of other difficulcomments can now be understootb understand. The Talmud seere form of compensation. Therefore,
questions. At Sinai, HashemMoshe told the people that Paroh'soncerned with the implications otthe nation had the right to decline
threatened to destroy Bnéisrael. concept of Hashem was wrongthe omnipotent Hashem making #his payment. However, declining
Moshe pleads with Hashem tdlrue, Hashem had destroyed theequest. Yet, the response seemsuld create a perception of
spare the nation. He tells Hashergyptians. But this was not becauseadequate. If Hashem wanted tajustice. We can also understand
that the annihilation of Bnalisrael Hashem's only tools are sufferindulfill His promise toAvraham, let Hashem's concern with perceptions.
will confirm the claims of the and destruction. The Egyptianglim command BnaVisrael to loot As compensation, the Jews had a
EgyptiansWe can now understandwere destroyed because they wekegypt. Furthermore, should not theight to refuse the spoils. However,
Moshe's argument. According to thevil. If Bnai Yisrael observed the Almighty be true to His a perception of injustice would
interpretation of Gershonidesmitzvot, they would not experiencecommitments regardless of humaresult. Bnai Yisrael would have
Paroh had claimed that a deity onlthis suffering. Moshe then provegperceptions? The issue is not thatorked without payment. The
capable of destruction hacdhis point. Hashem had "healed" thévraham will feel that Hashem'sEgyptians would have benefited
redeemed the Jewish nation. Theater. This proved that far from promise is unfulfilled. The issue isfrom their evil actions. In order to
destruction of the nation would lencdbeing a god of destruction, thehat, in fact, the promise is notvoid this perception it was
credibility to the Egyptian's claim. Almighty removed suffering andfulfiled! The Talmud provides essential that Bnai Yisrael
This also explains anothethealed. A god that removes some assistance in answering thnfiscate the wealth of the
incident. Upon leaving Egypt, Bnaiimperfection and heals cannot bquestion. It explains that BnaiEgyptiansO

RABBI BERNARD FOX

Yisrael came to Marah. The watethe god envisioned by Paroh. Yisrael were perfectly conterib
in Marah was too bitter to drink. leave Egypt without these spoils.
The nation came to Moshe. "What There are a number of reasonSefer Shemot 32:12.

will we drink?" they asked. Hashem " Speak now to the nation. And  offered for this attitude. First, they>¢fer Shemot 15:22-26.

. . . Rabbaynu Levi ben Gershon (Ralbag /
showed them a tree. This tree wasach man should ask from his were escaping bondage. A PersQBeshonides), Commentary on Sefer
placed in the water. The wateneighbor and each woman from rescued from such terrible sufferinghemot, (Mosad HaRavdék, 1991), pp.
became potable. Moshe then spoler neighbor vessds of silver and does not think about wealth41-42.
to the nation. He told them that theyessds of gold." (Shemot 1) Freedom is sufficient rewardMesechetBerachotob.
must follow the laws of Hashem. If Hashem tells Moshe that BnaBecond, the people knew that th O:’nrsnrgﬁgfy'ﬂfgéa{(“;k';'gﬁ@;er Shemot
they are faithful, they will not suffer Yisrael should ask the Egyptians tavere to travel to the land of Israelyq.o.
the afflictions experienced by thegive them their valuables. This willThey would be required to transport

Egyptian. He concluded byfulfill the promise that Hashemany possessions they took from

Page 4
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So why didn't God incorporatemaintain  essential,  structural
. inherent contradictory miracles intgproperties, matter needed to come
their respective days of Creationthto existence as a defined entity.
All eraCleS What is the purpose of their delaOnly once existing in an essential
o until dusk? form could God "alter" it to assist
Vvere Part Of Creatlon The answer is that was not a man.

'delay’, but it was an impossibility for A friend had asked how the
these few miracles to inhere in @ainbow fits into this theory. The
substance before the substan@mswer is that it cannot, as it is not a
became complete, with all its laws. suspension in a substance's laws. Bu

God's perfection and His completéablets) and some say even Mazikinwill explain. As an example, hadit does fit into our theorif we meke
knowledge dictate that God knew ahe burial site of Moses, the ram ofsod brought stone into existence ian amendmernitVe stated before that
the very outset in Creation, whem\braham, and some say even th@ state containing moisture, thell miracles which were designed at
specific miracles would need tdirst tongs (metal instruments used tentire definition of stone would besunset on the primordial Friday had
unfold to achieve various goalsforge otheiinstruments)." different than what is needed for aane thing in common, i.e., they were
Maimonides explains iRvos, 5:6, The question is, why weren't thesi#nhabitable planet. God first had tall suspensions or ctadictionsin
that with this knowledge, Godmiracles also created in theicreate substances, which are defindige very laws governing and actually
instilled precise laws timed exactlyespective days like all otheas how they first come intomaking that substance what it is.
to unfold and enact all miracles inmiracles? What is the concept taugleiistence. This is what took place ofiherefore, these fewniracles, by
their proper hour. For examplethat they were created at dusk on d&ach of the @&lays of creation, i.e., definition, had to arrive subsequent
miracles dealing with earth wereb of creation? matter coming into existence ino the creation of all matter. But we
created in the fabric of earth in its Understanding the mark ofdistinct forms, each containingcan include a rainbow into our
creation;. All miracles dealing withdistinction held by these fewspecific, essential properties. Once theory if we suggest that what these
water were created in the fabric ofmiracles will lead to the answer. Sgertain substance exists in a desirdew miracles had in common was
water on its day of creation. This rulénow are these miracles different thaform with its essential propertiessomething elsethe impossibility of
applies to all matter created duringll others? only then can God make aberrationsxisting simultaneously with the
the six days of creation. As matter | believe the distinction is thatin its nature, without altering thecreation of all matter. Meaning, just
was created, specific miracleshese miracles incorporate thaactual substance. God desired thas in the miracle of the rock -
destined to unfold in the future weravhich is antithetical to the substancstone exist - this means an arid, hatdiriam's well - moisture had to be
built into that matter. This principlein which it resides. For example, theubstance. So God brought storereated subsequent to the very
attests to God's supreme anmhouth of the rock which gave forthinto existence as stone, and not asceeation of an arid rockSo too, a
complete knowledge of all eventsvater. Rock is a purely arid moist object, which would not berainbow could only exist subsequent
which are to unfold throughout allsubstance - water is the oppositéfone. Subsequent to its creatiomp the existence of water and light,
time. To assume that God performetihe donkey is the most stubborn andod can made aberrations. This the two elements which combine to
miracles only at "the time" in history,stupid ~creature, yet it spokewhat is meant by dusk. Meaninggreate a rainbow. Agnbow is not a
assumes that God could namplying intelligence. The first tongsfirst, God defined matter by givingnew creation. A Rabbi once pointed
anticipate the exact moment th®y definition are a contradiction.each substance specific, uniqueut, God said the rainbow | "place"
miracle would need to be performeddow does one make the 'first' tonggroperties. This occurred during thén the clouds as a sign. God does not
It assumes ignorance on God's partif there are no others with which tdd days. Only subsequent to thesay at Noah's timé¢My rainbow |

Maimonides' explanation on theforgethat first set? The shamir worncompletion of many substancescreated”. Meaning, the rainbow
mishna quoted demands that mana a tiny insect, a weak creature, yet@tould ~ God  incorporate  aalways existed, even before Noah's
attribute complete knowledge to théad the capacity to split huge stonedsuspension” of those properties. Buime. But, it was created subsequent
Creator. Man must affrm God'sAnd the tool to write theTen suspension means, altering thab water and light, and therefore
wisdom and ability to create matteCommandments, made for sapphirghich already exists. included in the few items which had
in such a way that specific, shorBapphire being one of the hardest Certainmiracles were needed forto be created last. It could not come
term alterations in natural law wouldsubstances, the existence of the toblture events, without which,into existence at the time of the
occur at exact, defined momentssed to cut such a substance woutitastropd would occur. Asit is creation of light, or at the creation of

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

throughout time. be a contradiction, i.e., how carsod's wish to benefit man, thewater, but subsequent to both.
The question arises from the textomething elséve hader than the suspension of a specific few laws at So our revamped theory will read;
of the mishna which states: "Terhardest thing? a few times was essential to presenl miracles created at sunset on the

things were created at dusk on the In contrast, the splitting of the Rednankind. God therefore maddirst Friday share the common theme
sixth day of creation, the mouth obea for example does not incorpora®ncessions to man (implied byhat they could not be created earlier,
the earth (which swallowed Korach)a direct contradiction to water'gmaking these miracles at the "lador one of a few reasongither, 1)
the mouth of the well (during the 4(hature, but as the passage states, Godment possible”) by altering lawsAll substances had to be fixed
years in the desert), the mouatithe  blew a strong wind to break open thef created matter. (complete) in order that these few
donkey (the account of Bilam), thewaters. This means that something In summary, all miracles weremiracles can be alterations of these
rainbow, the Manna, Aaron's staff,external to the water itself providedalready built into all of createdfixed substances, or 2)The miracle is
the Shamir (the worm used tahe separation. When Joshua causgthtterMiracles on the whole do notnot an alterationin preexisting
miraculously cut stones) the Hebrewhe sun and moon to stand stiligontain contradictions in materiaimatter,but the miracle cannot exist
letters, the tool used to write tfien again, motion of heavenly spheres Bubstancebut are rather multiple without the preexisting matter. Such
Commandments, the Ten external to the spheres themselvefgrces operating simultaneouslyis the case of the rainbdi.
Commandments (the actual sapphirggain, no inherent contradiction.  Due to the need for substance 4
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Hashem. They counseled that the cause weiy, | will spread my hands to Hashem. The¢ime Moshe prayed or sougptophey, he
P h the L-rd. Ibn Ezra explains that the Egyptianthunder will cease. There will not be any moreetreated to his Bait HaKenesset.
af S aS did not deny the existence of a Creator. Theyail. This is so you will know that the larl Netziv acknowledges that this insight does

understood that this Creator ruled the univerdéashem's." (Shemot 9:29) not completelyarswer our question. Why did
through a system of natural law. The issue in Our pasuk describes the conclusion of thisloshe now insist on leaving the city? Why did
dispute was th@orah concept of a Creator plague of hail. Paroh beseeches Moshe to prijoshe not follow his established practice? He

with a providential relationship to His peopleto Hashem. He should appeal to Aighty  should have entered his synagogue and prayec

RABBI BERNARD FOX This understanding of G-d is expressed by tte end the plague. Moshesponds that he will to Hashem?
Tetragrammaton-the name we pronounce aomply. However, he adds an important  Netziv explains that the answismprovided
“When Paroh will say to you, "Provide for"Hashem." phrase. He tells Paroh that, first, he will leavly another stipulation made by Moshe. He told

yourself a mofait (wonder).” And you will say  The Creator fashioned a universe in whickhe city. Only then will he spread Hisnds to  Paroh that his prayers would be accompanied
to Ahron,"Take your staff and throw it before natural disasters occur. Floods, earthquakedashem in prayer. Why did Moshe stipulatdy a physical demonstration. Moshe would
Paroh. It will become a tanin (serpent).terrible storms destroy cities and evethat he must first leave the city? spread his hands to Hashem. Netziv explains
(Shemot 7:9) civilizations. The magicians did not understand Rashi quotes the Midrash Michilta inthat Moshe intended to spredds hands
The wonders that Moshe and Ahronsuch phenomenon to be providential. Theesponse to this question. The Midrastowards the heavens. This could not be done
performed in Egypt are referred to with twamagicians acknowledged that this plague wasxplains that the city was permeated with idolénside a building. Moshe intended to pray
terms. These terms are ote and mofait. Whatr®t merely an illusion or impressive trick. ItMoshe would not pray in this abominableoutside.
the difference between these terms? Sforneas the work of the Creator. But, they claimedgnvironment. First, he would remove himself Moshe could not fulfill this requirement in
explains that these terms have very differeiitdid not support the concept of Hashem.(3) from this city of idolatry. Only then, would he his Bait HaKenesset. Therefore, he was
meanings. These meanings can be understoodNachmanides offers a third interpretationpray to Hashem.(7) confronted with a problem. He would not pray
through better appreciating Moshe's situatiorthe magicians accepted Moshe's claim that the Moshe was waging a battle against idolatryo Hashem in a place associated withaittgl
Moshe claimed to be the messenger of a Gplague was from Hashem. They did not uskle was asserting that Hashem is the only tro¢et, his accustomed refuge was indoors and,
This G-d was represented as the absolute rutbis name. It was a foreign term to theG-d. The deities of Egypt were false gods. Heonsequentlyinappropriatefor the prayer he
of the universe. Moshe's credibility dependeétgyptians. Speaking among themselves, theyould not pray in a place dominated by thesplanned. Moshe solved his dilemma by leaving
upon his response to two issues. He must prowsuld not refer to G-d with an unfamiliar idols. Perhaps he feared that his prayers migihe city. In this manner, he watle to pray
that he was the messenger of Hashem. He masime. However, they claimed it was only thbe misinterpreted as appeals to theutside ira proper environment()
also prove that Hashem is omnipotent.  Théinger" of G-d. The plague caused discomforabominations of the Egyptians. He would leave Netziv's insight provides an explanation for
term mofait is best translated as wonder. And some suffering. However, it was nothe city and its idols. He would pray toan amazing halachdur explains that one
mofait provides evidence of the Almighty'scatastrophic. They advised Paroh to be calm-tdashem only in a place free of these falsshould always pray in a Bait HaKenesset. He

authority over the physical universe. Parohecognize the limited effect of the plague andods. adds that the synagogue must have a minyan, ¢
denied that Hashem possessed this powenaintain his resolve.(4) The commentaries are troubled by theuorum of ten males. Baibsef observes that
Paroh required a mofait. He could only be Midrashs comments. This was not the firstthere is an obvious implication ifur's
convinced by a wondrous act that would testify occasion on which Moshe prayed on behalf dbrmulation of this halacha. If a synagogue

to the awesome power of thémighty. The "And | will separateon that day theland Paroh and the Egyptians. On these otheloes not have a minyan, one is not required to
transformation of Ahron's inanimate staff into af Gaoshen, that my nation stands upon, o occasiondyloshe did not stipulatisat he must pray there. Bait Yosef questions this

living creature served this purpose. that there will not be there wild beadts, so  first leave the city. Why, now, does Moshe adébrmulation. He explains that many Sages
The term ote means sign. Brdisrael that you will know that I, Hashem, am in  this requirement? maintain that one should pray in a Bait
accepted the existence of a Creator. Thbemidg of theland." (Shemot 8:18) Rav Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin Zt'l the HaKenesset regardless of the presence of a

Creator rules the universe He formed. G-d tells Paroh, through Moshe, that théetziv —offers an answer to this question. Hisninyan. He explains the reason for this
HoweverMoshe was required to establish thatipcoming plague ofvild Beasts will affect answer is based upon a previous passage. pessition. A synagogue is designated for
he was the messenger of Hashem. Thenly the Egyptians. Bnalisrael will be us consider thipasuk. As we have explained prayer(11)
needed an ote or sign that Moshe wagrotected from the infestation. Nachmanideabove, Moshe was not immediately successful Why is this designation important?
Hashem's servant. Moshe's ability to altegxplains that BnaYisrael were also spared thein winning the support of Bnaisrael. His According to the comments of Nistawe can
nature indicated that he had been empowersdffering caused by the previous plagues. Theitial appeal to Paroh resulted in aranswer this question. Prayer involves making
by Almighty. Sforno notes that the same aaaters of Goshen were not affected by Bloohtensification of the bondage. Bnai Yisraehn exclusive commitment to the service of
can function both as an ote and mofait. Thand Frogs. There was no outbreak of Lice isharply criticized Moshe for this outcomeHashem. Like Moshe, we live in an
purpose of the act will determine the term byoshen. However, this aspect of these plagub®she sought an explanation from Hashenenvironment that is dominated by the
which it is described. Therefore, thewas not stressed. Moshe could not point to thithe Torah uses an interesting phrase iexpressions of other religions. It is appropriate
transformation of the staff before Paroh was lacalization as proof of the plagues' Divinedescribing Moshe's communion with thefor us to remove ourselves from our ambient
mofait. The same act performed in front obrigin. It was understandable that these plaguédmighty. The Torah says that Moshesurroundings when demonstrating our
Bnai Yisrael was an ote.(1) were localized phenomena. However, théreturned to Hashem" and sought His exclusive devotion to Hashem. The synagogue
infestation of Wild Beasts should not havecounsel.(8) Netziv asserts that this phraggrovides this opportunity. It is our refuge. Itis a
been localized. There was no natural reason fehould be understood somewhat literallyplace completely designatéat the service of
" And the magidians said to Paroh, "It is  the beasts to stop at the border of the Jewisshoshe actually went somewhere. He went to the Almighty. O
the finger of the L-rd." And Paroh's heart  province. Only providence could explain thisplace that he had designated for prayer aned
became hard and he did not ligen to them  behavior) prophecyHe had established a synagogue —(1)Rabbaynu Ovadia Sforno, Commentary on Sefer Shemot,
as Hashem had spoken." (Shemot  Rabbaynu Avraham ibn Ezra disagrees. HBait HaKenesset. Moshe retreated to thig9 (2)Rabbaynu  Shlomo  berYitzchak (Rashi),
8:15) Paroh's magicians could not duplicataintains that the Jews were not exempt frosacred place to commune with —thg-ommentary on Sefer Shemot 8:15. @)BaynuAvraham
the plague of Lice. They told Paroh that thishe effects of the previous plagues. Bfisiael ~ Almighty.(9) lon Ezr, Commentary on Sefer Shemot, 8:15. (4)Rabbaynu
plague was the "finger of the L-rd." Rashalso suffered from lack of water and Netziv explains that this provides a partiaﬁ‘g;r:ﬁemze” Nachman (Ramban / Nachmanides)
- . . . . . . . ry on Sefer Shemot 8:15 (5)Rabbaynu Moshe
seems to indicate thqt.the magicians yvenafestatlons of frogs and lice. '.rhese.plagues dahswer to our questioictually, each time .. nachman (Ramban / Nachmanides), Commentary on
attesting to the authenticity of Moshe's claimsiot threaten lives. Hashem did not insulate Hi8loshe prayed to Hashem, he carefulleter shemot 8:18 (6)Rabbaynu Avraham ibn Ezra,
This plague was caused by the G-d of theeople. However, the wild beasts were anonsidered his environment. He WaSommentary on Sefer Shemot, 8:18. (7)Rabbaynu Shiomo
Jewish people. Moshe was His agent. Hashemetual danger. This infestation would result irtonsistently concerned with the problem oben Yitzchak (Rashi), Commentaop Sder Shemot 9:29.
was intervening in nature to save Higleath, not mere suffering. In order to proteqtraying to Hashem in place associated witt®)Sefer Shemot 5:22. (9)Rawaftali Tzvi Yehuda Beriin
people.(2) Rabbaynu Avraham ibn Ezrdhe lives of His people, G-d shielded thédolatry In order to address this issue, Moshé\etziv), Commentary Hamek Davar on Sefer Shemot 5:22.
disagrees with this interpretation. TheJewish people from this plague.(6) established a special place that was sacred dfgRav Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin (Netziv), Commentary

et ; " f [t ; ; lamek Davar on Sefer Shemot 9:29. (11)Rabbaynu Yaakov
magicians did not say that the plague was from "And Moshe said to him, "When | leave thedevoted to the worship of the Almighty. Eac en HaRash, Tur Shulchan Aruch, Orech Chayim 90.
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