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Gentiles vs. Jews
READER: In one essay you wrote, “The patriarchs were not Jews. They preceded Judaism by centuries. Thus, 

they were gentiles.” I agree. Abraham was not the first Jew and Judaism did not exist during the days of the 
patriarchs. Therefore, how did Abraham observe Torah? I am aware that Abraham—according to Rambam—did 
not have the Torah. He only had eight mitzvot: the Seven Noachide Laws, plus circumcision. What is the source 
of this Rambam? If this Rambam is correct does this imply that Abraham—a non-Jew—reached perfection 
without Torah? You wrote: “Noahide laws were G-d’s gift to man to direct him towards a ‘perfect’ life.” Thus, 
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“�e world won't be destroyed by those who do evil,
but by those who watch them without doing anything.”

ALBERT EINSTEIN

RABBI  MOSHE  BEN-CHAIM

Noahide laws and Torah laws have an identical objective. In 
another letter you seem to state the opposite: 

The 7 Noahide laws are a minimal threshold for one to 
retain his or her right to life. This is not a system of 
‘perfection,’ as a wise Rabbi taught. Rambam 
comments: Not just the Tribe of Levi, but *any* person 
in the world whose spirit moves him and who wishes, 
on his own initiative, to stand before G-d and serve 
Him by striving to know Him, and who follows the 
straight path, and removes from his neck the yoke of 
the manifold calculations that most men are involved 
with—he becomes sanctified as holy of holies. G-d is 
his portion and his inheritance forever. He will merit to 
receive whatever he needs in this life, just as the 
priests and Levites did. As David said, G-d, you are my 
inheritance and my cup; you support my way (Ps. 16:5). 
(MT, Hilkhot Shmitah v’Yovel, 13:13)  

Rambam seems to say here that Abraham, a non-Jew, 
reached perfection without Torah. Although he felt it would 
be very hard to do and they probably couldn't attain this 
perfection for long. Thus, Torah is the best guide for life. But 
the question remains, how do we reconcile this with your 
statement that one cannot reach perfection without Torah? 

Additionally, in your letters (Jewishtimes, May 28) you 
wrote: "the command of procreation was stated only once 
to Noahides, and never repeated. Therefore, the Jew alone 
has this mitzvah."  Does this delegitimatize a non-Jew’s 
existence? Furthermore, I think you wrote somewhere 
(please correct me if mistaken) that the Noahide laws are no 
longer binding. If this is true, how does G-d justify their 
existence? You also wrote in an essay that Noahism is not a 
religion, but "the minimum amount of Judaism necessary." 
Does this mean a righteous gentile's religion is Judaism?

Shabbat shalom,
Turk Hill

RABBI: Yes, Noahide laws direct a gentile towards a 
perfected life. But they only “direct” him, they cannot 
guarantee perfection; they are a minimal threshold. Similar-
ly, I can give you map directions, but that does not mean you 
reach your destination. In contrast, Torah does perfect the 
person who properly adheres to all 613 commands and the 
1000s of Rabbinic laws, and does so with the proper 
attitudes, motives and morals. Torah addresses every facet 
of human existence, perfecting all his emotions and ideas. 
Noahide laws do not. 

You asked if Abraham—a non-Jew—reached perfection 
without Torah. Yes, he did. He was a rare person. But the 
vast majority of mankind needs Torah to attain perfection.

You then asked if the Noahide not possessing the 
command of procreation delegitimatizes his existence. The 
answer is that Noahide laws are a bare minimum, and the 
Noahide may accept the entire Torah just like a Jew. He has 
the same opportunity as the Jew.  

“Noahide laws are no longer binding” must be under-
stood. Talmud Avoda Zara 2b, quoting Havakuk 3:6 says 

that at one point in history, “God arose, assessed mankind, 
He ‘saw’ and released the nations from their 7 Noahide 
commands.”  The Talmud asks, “What did God see?”  The 
Talmud answers, “He saw that the nations abandoned the 
Noahide laws, and therefore God released them from their 
obligation.” We know this release is not literal, so how do we 
understand this?  The Talmud concludes that as the nations 
abandoned Noahide laws, any future Noahide who 
followed the laws would be considered as one “not 
commanded.” Meaning, once the chain of transmission of 
Noahide law was broken and no longer transmitted, all 
future Noahides would not be “following God,” since the 
transmission that God commanded these laws was lost 
from society.

Finally, yes: a righteous gentile's religion is Judaism. God 
gave only one law to all mankind. ■

Teaching Gentiles 
Torah?
READER:  If we accept that Jews and non-Jews have 

identical souls and that life of Torah is the best life for man's 
soul as it allows him to self-actualize and reach knowledge 
of God and love of Him, then why don't we actively encour-
age people to convert to Judaism? Why don't we spread 
Torah to non-Jews?

Alex K. 
New York

RABBI: We don’t proselytize, as one’s attachment to 
Torah must be his own free will. More essentially, proselytiz-
ing demeans Torah’s nature as a reasonable and provable 
system. To attempt to change others means Torah cannot 
do that through its sound principles. Rav Hai Gaon too said 
that “I am God” (1st of the 10 Commandments) is in fact not 
counted as a mitzvah. For commanding one to know God’s 
existence demeans the obvious truth of His existence.

But we certainly must make Torah available for all peoples 
and teach them, as is God’s will. The intelligent Gentile will 
care for his soul and he will investigate. He will discover 
Judaism to be the only religion based on proof and reason. 
He will abandon his previous religion and follow truth…just 
as Abraham did. He will say as Jeremiah says, “In truth, our 
fathers gave us an inheritance of lies” (Jer. 16:19).” ■

Repentance Even 
without Sinning?
READER:  Must a person repent for a sin that did not 

reach its objective? Say I shoot a gun at a person and I miss: 
is there no need for teshuvah?

Adam N. 
Long Island, NY

RABBI: One certainly is philosophically corrupt if he 

attempts murder. And although there is no crime for which 
the Jewish courts can kill the person, in God’s eyes he is evil 
and must repent. Maimonides too says that not only for sins, 
but also for poor character man must repent. The Rishonim 
too discuss the di�erence between human relations, and 
our relationship with God. Although we may not technically 
sin against man in a given act, we must be concerned with 
the state of our soul, for which we must answer to God at 
the end of our days. ■

Jews: A Light to 
Gentiles
READER: What does it mean for Jews to be a “light to the 

Gentiles”? Do we Gentiles have a say in defining what it 
means for the Jewish people to be light unto us? 

RABBI: No. Gentiles have no say in this, and neither do 
Jews. God alone defines truth, morality and wisdom, the 
only vehicles which illuminate mankind. A “light to the 
Gentiles” means to embody God’s truths in action so others 
may witness these actions and learn from them through 
dialogue with the Jew, who has toiled for decades through 
Talmudic study to grasp a small amount of God’s wisdom. 
God said, “Observe therefore and do them [the commands], 
for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight 
of the people that, when they hear all these statutes, shall 
say, surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 
people!” (Deut. 4:6)  Thus, God wishes the Jew to demon-
strate to Gentiles God’s wisdom through following Torah. 
God wants the good for all. 

READER:  Does being a light to Gentiles require you to 
bless God every day for not being created as a Gentile? 

RABBI: Yes. This Jewish blessing reminds us of our 
fortunate status to have been born to a family that hopefully 
studies Torah. But it does not mean a Jew is in any way 
superior. Just as it is God’s will who is born to Jewish or 
Gentile parents, it is God’s will that we are a certain gender, 
a certain height, skin color, degree of intelligence and all 
other God-given characters. We can’t know with any 
certainty why God made one person, black, white, female, 
male, tall or short. But none of these characteristics prevent 
any person from following God’s Torah. Such characteris-
tics belong to the realm of God’s will; we can’t know this, 
and it matters none at all. Abraham was born to idolatrous 
parents, in an age steeped in idolatry. He never complained 
for having such parents or for being created in that era. He 
used his God-given nature to live properly. We must mirror 
him, as this is one reason God includes Abraham in His 
Bible: he is a lesson for mankind. 

We don’t only bless God for being created not as Gentile, 
but in that series of blessings, we also bless God for not 
having created us as a servant or a female…who are both 
Jews. Thus, our thanks has nothing to do with Gentile vs. 
Jew, but that as a Jewish male, we possess the largest 
amount of commands, as Gentiles, servants and women 

have far fewer commands (Rabbi Israel Chait). Again, it is 
God’s will how we enter life on Earth. But we can choose do 
take on greater commands even though born as Gentile, 
servant or female. Be clear: all mankind descends from 
Adam and Eve. We are all equals. But in His wisdom, God 
determined how each one of us enters life. Many great 
Talmudic scholars were converts, and our greatest kings 
descended from Ruth the convert. Messiah too descends 
from Ruth.

READER:  Does being light to the Gentiles mean seeing 
yourselves as "chosen", "di�erent", "having a mission" 
(thereby implying that Gentiles have no mission)? Does 
being light to Gentiles mean that Gentiles have lesser rights 
than the Jews in Eretz Israel, even though one's family has 
been staying there for generations? 

RABBI: Yes. The Jew has a mission which the Gentile 
does not…unless he converts. The Jew is punished for 
violating his mission,  whereas the Gentile who performs the 
same act—like eating non-kosher animals—will not be 
punished. Regarding rights in Israel, God gave Israel to Jews 
and He gave Seir to Gentiles (Deut. 2:5). Land in Israel 
cannot be sold in perpetuity (Lev. 25:23) as God command-
ed.

READER: Are Gentiles required to submit to the Jew 
wholeheartedly without question in order to receive 
blessings from the God Israel? 

RABBI: No. The Gentile does not submit to a Jew, but to 
God. 

READER: Just look at Ruth, who loved and obeyed her 
mother in law without question. When her mother in law 
asked her to be in a compromising situation with a man 
unrelated to her in a secluded place, she did so willingly. Is 
this something a Jewish woman would do even if she is 
requested by her mother in law? 

RABBI: Seclusion was not yet prohibited, that was a later 
Davidic law. Naomi advised Ruth on this strategy to 
subjugate herself at Boaz’s feet at night, which Naomi knew 
would cause Boaz to have pity on Ruth, and take her for a 
wife. Naomi was helping Ruth the convert find a husband 
and shelter. Ruth had free will and could have rejected 
Naomi’s plan. 

READER: Unfortunately, Ruth is the role model Jews feed 
to the Gentile mind unwittingly, an indirect message that if 
you love Hashem, you must obey His people blindly. 

RABBI: This has been rejected above as false. 

READER:  The Gentile has to choose between Jesus and 
the Jew. The Gentile has to choose between the Jew and 
the Palestinian. Is this the role of the Jewish people, i.e., 
Rabbinic Jews play  as light to us Gentiles? You may not 
realize it, but you are creating barriers by placing yourselves, 
your chosen status, pedigree and heritage as "intermediar-
ies" between Gentiles and the God of Israel. Please don’t 
blame Jesus when you are doing the same thing. 

RABBI: Again, the Gentile submits himself to God, not to 
the Jew. The Jew does not place himself as an intermediary 
between a Gentile and God. A Gentile must relate to God 
directly. 

READER:  As a Gentile, my definition of the Jew being 
light to the nations is this: The Jew has to bring me in a 
closer relationship with my Creator. The Jew has to inspire 
and encourage me to serve my Creator and to love His 
Creations. Unfortunately my encounter with Rabbinical 
Judaism has brought me further from Him and further from 
myself. 

RABBI: We have spoken for years, and you never 
expressed a problem with any answer I ever gave you. If 
other Rabbis are o�ering unreasonable positions, you are 
wise not to contact them further.

READER: I have watched videos by Messianic Jews, in 
Eretz Israel, enduring rockets and unrest, yet still teaching 
me to love and pray for the Palestinians. 

RABBI:  Torah has no issue with peace loving Palestin-
ians…only with murderers of any nation or race.

READER: Messianic Jews are motivated to love their 
enemies  because of Jesus, whom your people have 
traditionally hated. 

RABBI: Loving an enemy is lethal and foolish. Torah says 
about one who comes to kill you, that you should arise 
earlier and kill him first to protect your life. And as Jesus 
rejected God’s laws, we reject Jesus. Love preached by one 
who contradicts God spreads poison, not love. 

READER: Messianic Jews inspired me to see the conflict 
di�erently, to see God di�erently, to see myself di�erently. 
They are influencing me to discard the heart of stone I 
developed thanks to my exposure to Rabbinic Jews, and to 
take on the heart of flesh. Who is the true light to the 
nations: Rabbinical or Messianic Jews? I am sorry to be 
sharing my thoughts which you, as a Rabbinical Jew, may 
find o�ensive. This is an honest sharing. 

Shabbat shalom,
Sharon Savage, Malaysia

RABBI: When seeking truth, we don’t play politics or fear 
o�ending our dialogue partner. One’s concern must be 
solely for brutal truth. Use your mind to see through the 
martyr philosophy of Jesus and Messianic Jews that causes 
self harm, and possibly death. Look into yourself too for any 
bias towards Jesus that is a normal response to being 
raised as a Christian. Follow truth alone, not your family, 
peers, comfortable emotions or books.  ■

Gentiles and 
Torah Laws
 READER: Responding to “Must Gentiles Procreate,” you 

stated that only the Jewish nation has the mitzvah to 
procreate after Torah is revealed at Sinai. Does this mean 
that Gentiles should not procreate or that God does not 
reward Gentiles who procreate?

Thank you,
Sharon Savage
RABBI:  It means that Gentiles do not have the command 

to procreate, nor any law other than the 7 Noahide laws. 
However, as Maimonides teaches, a Gentile may voluntarily 
accept all other laws, other than Sabbath. As a Gentile and 
Jew are equal, both equally benefit from Torah. Talmud 
teaches that the Gentile nations would not accept Torah. 
But they were obligated to maintain a minimal level of 
behavior, coded in the 7 Noahide laws. Abraham and his 
descendants were the only monotheists, and therefore, the 
only group suited to accept Torah. But the Jew is not to 
keep the Torah away from any Gentile desirous of studying 
and fulfilling the Torah. We are to make it available and 
share Torah with any Gentile, just as I have been sharing 
Torah with you these past few years. God teaches many 
times in Torah that it is one system for both Jew and 
convert. We are all equals. ■

Symbolism in 
Judaism
READER: Asking about Jewish symbols that could be 

worn as jewelry…I wasn’t sure if a hamsa was appropriate 
because it has meaning across di�erent religions and also 
uncertain origins, but was told it was allowed to be worn by 
Jews as well and was even a common Jewish symbol. I 
bought this necklace specifically with the Star of David 
element to emphasize the Jewishness and not have it be 
confused with another religion, but now I’m wondering if it is 
truly representative of Judaism because now I’ve read that 
the Star of David also has significance in Hindu culture, 
especially because the eye is in the center of the star (the 
Hindu star sometimes has a bindu (dot) in the middle, appar-
ently). I don’t want to wear it until I’m sure it’s appropriate as 
a Jewish symbol. Can someone help me out?

Maggie

RABBI:  As Rabbi Israel Chait explained, Judaism is 
divorced from all symbols and symbolism. It’s a unique 
religion with its foundation firmly cemented in truths, in 
“ideas,” not symbols. A symbol is that which evokes an 
emotion, not a principle or Torah fundamental, so symbols 
are outside the pale of Torah. The star of David is not 
authentic, as it has pagan roots. Mystical Jews incorporated 
it into Jewish culture and it slowly was adopted as authentic. 
Jewelry has no prohibitions unless it is idolatrous or super-
stitious, like the red bendel worn to ward o� the "evil eye,” a 
popular superstition. Other than the High Priest, adorn-
ments of precious metals and stones are not part of Jewish 
law, and therefore, not prohibited or obligated. ■
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Gentiles vs. Jews
READER: In one essay you wrote, “The patriarchs were not Jews. They preceded Judaism by centuries. Thus, 

they were gentiles.” I agree. Abraham was not the first Jew and Judaism did not exist during the days of the 
patriarchs. Therefore, how did Abraham observe Torah? I am aware that Abraham—according to Rambam—did 
not have the Torah. He only had eight mitzvot: the Seven Noachide Laws, plus circumcision. What is the source 
of this Rambam? If this Rambam is correct does this imply that Abraham—a non-Jew—reached perfection 
without Torah? You wrote: “Noahide laws were G-d’s gift to man to direct him towards a ‘perfect’ life.” Thus, 

LETTERS

Noahide laws and Torah laws have an identical objective. In 
another letter you seem to state the opposite: 

The 7 Noahide laws are a minimal threshold for one to 
retain his or her right to life. This is not a system of 
‘perfection,’ as a wise Rabbi taught. Rambam 
comments: Not just the Tribe of Levi, but *any* person 
in the world whose spirit moves him and who wishes, 
on his own initiative, to stand before G-d and serve 
Him by striving to know Him, and who follows the 
straight path, and removes from his neck the yoke of 
the manifold calculations that most men are involved 
with—he becomes sanctified as holy of holies. G-d is 
his portion and his inheritance forever. He will merit to 
receive whatever he needs in this life, just as the 
priests and Levites did. As David said, G-d, you are my 
inheritance and my cup; you support my way (Ps. 16:5). 
(MT, Hilkhot Shmitah v’Yovel, 13:13)  

Rambam seems to say here that Abraham, a non-Jew, 
reached perfection without Torah. Although he felt it would 
be very hard to do and they probably couldn't attain this 
perfection for long. Thus, Torah is the best guide for life. But 
the question remains, how do we reconcile this with your 
statement that one cannot reach perfection without Torah? 

Additionally, in your letters (Jewishtimes, May 28) you 
wrote: "the command of procreation was stated only once 
to Noahides, and never repeated. Therefore, the Jew alone 
has this mitzvah."  Does this delegitimatize a non-Jew’s 
existence? Furthermore, I think you wrote somewhere 
(please correct me if mistaken) that the Noahide laws are no 
longer binding. If this is true, how does G-d justify their 
existence? You also wrote in an essay that Noahism is not a 
religion, but "the minimum amount of Judaism necessary." 
Does this mean a righteous gentile's religion is Judaism?

Shabbat shalom,
Turk Hill

RABBI: Yes, Noahide laws direct a gentile towards a 
perfected life. But they only “direct” him, they cannot 
guarantee perfection; they are a minimal threshold. Similar-
ly, I can give you map directions, but that does not mean you 
reach your destination. In contrast, Torah does perfect the 
person who properly adheres to all 613 commands and the 
1000s of Rabbinic laws, and does so with the proper 
attitudes, motives and morals. Torah addresses every facet 
of human existence, perfecting all his emotions and ideas. 
Noahide laws do not. 

You asked if Abraham—a non-Jew—reached perfection 
without Torah. Yes, he did. He was a rare person. But the 
vast majority of mankind needs Torah to attain perfection.

You then asked if the Noahide not possessing the 
command of procreation delegitimatizes his existence. The 
answer is that Noahide laws are a bare minimum, and the 
Noahide may accept the entire Torah just like a Jew. He has 
the same opportunity as the Jew.  

“Noahide laws are no longer binding” must be under-
stood. Talmud Avoda Zara 2b, quoting Havakuk 3:6 says 
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that at one point in history, “God arose, assessed mankind, 
He ‘saw’ and released the nations from their 7 Noahide 
commands.”  The Talmud asks, “What did God see?”  The 
Talmud answers, “He saw that the nations abandoned the 
Noahide laws, and therefore God released them from their 
obligation.” We know this release is not literal, so how do we 
understand this?  The Talmud concludes that as the nations 
abandoned Noahide laws, any future Noahide who 
followed the laws would be considered as one “not 
commanded.” Meaning, once the chain of transmission of 
Noahide law was broken and no longer transmitted, all 
future Noahides would not be “following God,” since the 
transmission that God commanded these laws was lost 
from society.

Finally, yes: a righteous gentile's religion is Judaism. God 
gave only one law to all mankind. ■

Teaching Gentiles 
Torah?
READER:  If we accept that Jews and non-Jews have 

identical souls and that life of Torah is the best life for man's 
soul as it allows him to self-actualize and reach knowledge 
of God and love of Him, then why don't we actively encour-
age people to convert to Judaism? Why don't we spread 
Torah to non-Jews?

Alex K. 
New York

RABBI: We don’t proselytize, as one’s attachment to 
Torah must be his own free will. More essentially, proselytiz-
ing demeans Torah’s nature as a reasonable and provable 
system. To attempt to change others means Torah cannot 
do that through its sound principles. Rav Hai Gaon too said 
that “I am God” (1st of the 10 Commandments) is in fact not 
counted as a mitzvah. For commanding one to know God’s 
existence demeans the obvious truth of His existence.

But we certainly must make Torah available for all peoples 
and teach them, as is God’s will. The intelligent Gentile will 
care for his soul and he will investigate. He will discover 
Judaism to be the only religion based on proof and reason. 
He will abandon his previous religion and follow truth…just 
as Abraham did. He will say as Jeremiah says, “In truth, our 
fathers gave us an inheritance of lies” (Jer. 16:19).” ■

Repentance Even 
without Sinning?
READER:  Must a person repent for a sin that did not 

reach its objective? Say I shoot a gun at a person and I miss: 
is there no need for teshuvah?

Adam N. 
Long Island, NY

RABBI: One certainly is philosophically corrupt if he 

attempts murder. And although there is no crime for which 
the Jewish courts can kill the person, in God’s eyes he is evil 
and must repent. Maimonides too says that not only for sins, 
but also for poor character man must repent. The Rishonim 
too discuss the di�erence between human relations, and 
our relationship with God. Although we may not technically 
sin against man in a given act, we must be concerned with 
the state of our soul, for which we must answer to God at 
the end of our days. ■

Jews: A Light to 
Gentiles
READER: What does it mean for Jews to be a “light to the 

Gentiles”? Do we Gentiles have a say in defining what it 
means for the Jewish people to be light unto us? 

RABBI: No. Gentiles have no say in this, and neither do 
Jews. God alone defines truth, morality and wisdom, the 
only vehicles which illuminate mankind. A “light to the 
Gentiles” means to embody God’s truths in action so others 
may witness these actions and learn from them through 
dialogue with the Jew, who has toiled for decades through 
Talmudic study to grasp a small amount of God’s wisdom. 
God said, “Observe therefore and do them [the commands], 
for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight 
of the people that, when they hear all these statutes, shall 
say, surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 
people!” (Deut. 4:6)  Thus, God wishes the Jew to demon-
strate to Gentiles God’s wisdom through following Torah. 
God wants the good for all. 

READER:  Does being a light to Gentiles require you to 
bless God every day for not being created as a Gentile? 

RABBI: Yes. This Jewish blessing reminds us of our 
fortunate status to have been born to a family that hopefully 
studies Torah. But it does not mean a Jew is in any way 
superior. Just as it is God’s will who is born to Jewish or 
Gentile parents, it is God’s will that we are a certain gender, 
a certain height, skin color, degree of intelligence and all 
other God-given characters. We can’t know with any 
certainty why God made one person, black, white, female, 
male, tall or short. But none of these characteristics prevent 
any person from following God’s Torah. Such characteris-
tics belong to the realm of God’s will; we can’t know this, 
and it matters none at all. Abraham was born to idolatrous 
parents, in an age steeped in idolatry. He never complained 
for having such parents or for being created in that era. He 
used his God-given nature to live properly. We must mirror 
him, as this is one reason God includes Abraham in His 
Bible: he is a lesson for mankind. 

We don’t only bless God for being created not as Gentile, 
but in that series of blessings, we also bless God for not 
having created us as a servant or a female…who are both 
Jews. Thus, our thanks has nothing to do with Gentile vs. 
Jew, but that as a Jewish male, we possess the largest 
amount of commands, as Gentiles, servants and women 

have far fewer commands (Rabbi Israel Chait). Again, it is 
God’s will how we enter life on Earth. But we can choose do 
take on greater commands even though born as Gentile, 
servant or female. Be clear: all mankind descends from 
Adam and Eve. We are all equals. But in His wisdom, God 
determined how each one of us enters life. Many great 
Talmudic scholars were converts, and our greatest kings 
descended from Ruth the convert. Messiah too descends 
from Ruth.

READER:  Does being light to the Gentiles mean seeing 
yourselves as "chosen", "di�erent", "having a mission" 
(thereby implying that Gentiles have no mission)? Does 
being light to Gentiles mean that Gentiles have lesser rights 
than the Jews in Eretz Israel, even though one's family has 
been staying there for generations? 

RABBI: Yes. The Jew has a mission which the Gentile 
does not…unless he converts. The Jew is punished for 
violating his mission,  whereas the Gentile who performs the 
same act—like eating non-kosher animals—will not be 
punished. Regarding rights in Israel, God gave Israel to Jews 
and He gave Seir to Gentiles (Deut. 2:5). Land in Israel 
cannot be sold in perpetuity (Lev. 25:23) as God command-
ed.

READER: Are Gentiles required to submit to the Jew 
wholeheartedly without question in order to receive 
blessings from the God Israel? 

RABBI: No. The Gentile does not submit to a Jew, but to 
God. 

READER: Just look at Ruth, who loved and obeyed her 
mother in law without question. When her mother in law 
asked her to be in a compromising situation with a man 
unrelated to her in a secluded place, she did so willingly. Is 
this something a Jewish woman would do even if she is 
requested by her mother in law? 

RABBI: Seclusion was not yet prohibited, that was a later 
Davidic law. Naomi advised Ruth on this strategy to 
subjugate herself at Boaz’s feet at night, which Naomi knew 
would cause Boaz to have pity on Ruth, and take her for a 
wife. Naomi was helping Ruth the convert find a husband 
and shelter. Ruth had free will and could have rejected 
Naomi’s plan. 

READER: Unfortunately, Ruth is the role model Jews feed 
to the Gentile mind unwittingly, an indirect message that if 
you love Hashem, you must obey His people blindly. 

RABBI: This has been rejected above as false. 

READER:  The Gentile has to choose between Jesus and 
the Jew. The Gentile has to choose between the Jew and 
the Palestinian. Is this the role of the Jewish people, i.e., 
Rabbinic Jews play  as light to us Gentiles? You may not 
realize it, but you are creating barriers by placing yourselves, 
your chosen status, pedigree and heritage as "intermediar-
ies" between Gentiles and the God of Israel. Please don’t 
blame Jesus when you are doing the same thing. 

RABBI: Again, the Gentile submits himself to God, not to 
the Jew. The Jew does not place himself as an intermediary 
between a Gentile and God. A Gentile must relate to God 
directly. 

READER:  As a Gentile, my definition of the Jew being 
light to the nations is this: The Jew has to bring me in a 
closer relationship with my Creator. The Jew has to inspire 
and encourage me to serve my Creator and to love His 
Creations. Unfortunately my encounter with Rabbinical 
Judaism has brought me further from Him and further from 
myself. 

RABBI: We have spoken for years, and you never 
expressed a problem with any answer I ever gave you. If 
other Rabbis are o�ering unreasonable positions, you are 
wise not to contact them further.

READER: I have watched videos by Messianic Jews, in 
Eretz Israel, enduring rockets and unrest, yet still teaching 
me to love and pray for the Palestinians. 

RABBI:  Torah has no issue with peace loving Palestin-
ians…only with murderers of any nation or race.

READER: Messianic Jews are motivated to love their 
enemies  because of Jesus, whom your people have 
traditionally hated. 

RABBI: Loving an enemy is lethal and foolish. Torah says 
about one who comes to kill you, that you should arise 
earlier and kill him first to protect your life. And as Jesus 
rejected God’s laws, we reject Jesus. Love preached by one 
who contradicts God spreads poison, not love. 

READER: Messianic Jews inspired me to see the conflict 
di�erently, to see God di�erently, to see myself di�erently. 
They are influencing me to discard the heart of stone I 
developed thanks to my exposure to Rabbinic Jews, and to 
take on the heart of flesh. Who is the true light to the 
nations: Rabbinical or Messianic Jews? I am sorry to be 
sharing my thoughts which you, as a Rabbinical Jew, may 
find o�ensive. This is an honest sharing. 

Shabbat shalom,
Sharon Savage, Malaysia

RABBI: When seeking truth, we don’t play politics or fear 
o�ending our dialogue partner. One’s concern must be 
solely for brutal truth. Use your mind to see through the 
martyr philosophy of Jesus and Messianic Jews that causes 
self harm, and possibly death. Look into yourself too for any 
bias towards Jesus that is a normal response to being 
raised as a Christian. Follow truth alone, not your family, 
peers, comfortable emotions or books.  ■

Gentiles and 
Torah Laws
 READER: Responding to “Must Gentiles Procreate,” you 

stated that only the Jewish nation has the mitzvah to 
procreate after Torah is revealed at Sinai. Does this mean 
that Gentiles should not procreate or that God does not 
reward Gentiles who procreate?

Thank you,
Sharon Savage
RABBI:  It means that Gentiles do not have the command 

to procreate, nor any law other than the 7 Noahide laws. 
However, as Maimonides teaches, a Gentile may voluntarily 
accept all other laws, other than Sabbath. As a Gentile and 
Jew are equal, both equally benefit from Torah. Talmud 
teaches that the Gentile nations would not accept Torah. 
But they were obligated to maintain a minimal level of 
behavior, coded in the 7 Noahide laws. Abraham and his 
descendants were the only monotheists, and therefore, the 
only group suited to accept Torah. But the Jew is not to 
keep the Torah away from any Gentile desirous of studying 
and fulfilling the Torah. We are to make it available and 
share Torah with any Gentile, just as I have been sharing 
Torah with you these past few years. God teaches many 
times in Torah that it is one system for both Jew and 
convert. We are all equals. ■

Symbolism in 
Judaism
READER: Asking about Jewish symbols that could be 

worn as jewelry…I wasn’t sure if a hamsa was appropriate 
because it has meaning across di�erent religions and also 
uncertain origins, but was told it was allowed to be worn by 
Jews as well and was even a common Jewish symbol. I 
bought this necklace specifically with the Star of David 
element to emphasize the Jewishness and not have it be 
confused with another religion, but now I’m wondering if it is 
truly representative of Judaism because now I’ve read that 
the Star of David also has significance in Hindu culture, 
especially because the eye is in the center of the star (the 
Hindu star sometimes has a bindu (dot) in the middle, appar-
ently). I don’t want to wear it until I’m sure it’s appropriate as 
a Jewish symbol. Can someone help me out?

Maggie

RABBI:  As Rabbi Israel Chait explained, Judaism is 
divorced from all symbols and symbolism. It’s a unique 
religion with its foundation firmly cemented in truths, in 
“ideas,” not symbols. A symbol is that which evokes an 
emotion, not a principle or Torah fundamental, so symbols 
are outside the pale of Torah. The star of David is not 
authentic, as it has pagan roots. Mystical Jews incorporated 
it into Jewish culture and it slowly was adopted as authentic. 
Jewelry has no prohibitions unless it is idolatrous or super-
stitious, like the red bendel worn to ward o� the "evil eye,” a 
popular superstition. Other than the High Priest, adorn-
ments of precious metals and stones are not part of Jewish 
law, and therefore, not prohibited or obligated. ■
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Gentiles vs. Jews
READER: In one essay you wrote, “The patriarchs were not Jews. They preceded Judaism by centuries. Thus, 

they were gentiles.” I agree. Abraham was not the first Jew and Judaism did not exist during the days of the 
patriarchs. Therefore, how did Abraham observe Torah? I am aware that Abraham—according to Rambam—did 
not have the Torah. He only had eight mitzvot: the Seven Noachide Laws, plus circumcision. What is the source 
of this Rambam? If this Rambam is correct does this imply that Abraham—a non-Jew—reached perfection 
without Torah? You wrote: “Noahide laws were G-d’s gift to man to direct him towards a ‘perfect’ life.” Thus, 

Noahide laws and Torah laws have an identical objective. In 
another letter you seem to state the opposite: 

The 7 Noahide laws are a minimal threshold for one to 
retain his or her right to life. This is not a system of 
‘perfection,’ as a wise Rabbi taught. Rambam 
comments: Not just the Tribe of Levi, but *any* person 
in the world whose spirit moves him and who wishes, 
on his own initiative, to stand before G-d and serve 
Him by striving to know Him, and who follows the 
straight path, and removes from his neck the yoke of 
the manifold calculations that most men are involved 
with—he becomes sanctified as holy of holies. G-d is 
his portion and his inheritance forever. He will merit to 
receive whatever he needs in this life, just as the 
priests and Levites did. As David said, G-d, you are my 
inheritance and my cup; you support my way (Ps. 16:5). 
(MT, Hilkhot Shmitah v’Yovel, 13:13)  

Rambam seems to say here that Abraham, a non-Jew, 
reached perfection without Torah. Although he felt it would 
be very hard to do and they probably couldn't attain this 
perfection for long. Thus, Torah is the best guide for life. But 
the question remains, how do we reconcile this with your 
statement that one cannot reach perfection without Torah? 

Additionally, in your letters (Jewishtimes, May 28) you 
wrote: "the command of procreation was stated only once 
to Noahides, and never repeated. Therefore, the Jew alone 
has this mitzvah."  Does this delegitimatize a non-Jew’s 
existence? Furthermore, I think you wrote somewhere 
(please correct me if mistaken) that the Noahide laws are no 
longer binding. If this is true, how does G-d justify their 
existence? You also wrote in an essay that Noahism is not a 
religion, but "the minimum amount of Judaism necessary." 
Does this mean a righteous gentile's religion is Judaism?

Shabbat shalom,
Turk Hill

RABBI: Yes, Noahide laws direct a gentile towards a 
perfected life. But they only “direct” him, they cannot 
guarantee perfection; they are a minimal threshold. Similar-
ly, I can give you map directions, but that does not mean you 
reach your destination. In contrast, Torah does perfect the 
person who properly adheres to all 613 commands and the 
1000s of Rabbinic laws, and does so with the proper 
attitudes, motives and morals. Torah addresses every facet 
of human existence, perfecting all his emotions and ideas. 
Noahide laws do not. 

You asked if Abraham—a non-Jew—reached perfection 
without Torah. Yes, he did. He was a rare person. But the 
vast majority of mankind needs Torah to attain perfection.

You then asked if the Noahide not possessing the 
command of procreation delegitimatizes his existence. The 
answer is that Noahide laws are a bare minimum, and the 
Noahide may accept the entire Torah just like a Jew. He has 
the same opportunity as the Jew.  

“Noahide laws are no longer binding” must be under-
stood. Talmud Avoda Zara 2b, quoting Havakuk 3:6 says 

Submit your letters and questions to  Comments@Mesora.org

that at one point in history, “God arose, assessed mankind, 
He ‘saw’ and released the nations from their 7 Noahide 
commands.”  The Talmud asks, “What did God see?”  The 
Talmud answers, “He saw that the nations abandoned the 
Noahide laws, and therefore God released them from their 
obligation.” We know this release is not literal, so how do we 
understand this?  The Talmud concludes that as the nations 
abandoned Noahide laws, any future Noahide who 
followed the laws would be considered as one “not 
commanded.” Meaning, once the chain of transmission of 
Noahide law was broken and no longer transmitted, all 
future Noahides would not be “following God,” since the 
transmission that God commanded these laws was lost 
from society.

Finally, yes: a righteous gentile's religion is Judaism. God 
gave only one law to all mankind. ■

Teaching Gentiles 
Torah?
READER:  If we accept that Jews and non-Jews have 

identical souls and that life of Torah is the best life for man's 
soul as it allows him to self-actualize and reach knowledge 
of God and love of Him, then why don't we actively encour-
age people to convert to Judaism? Why don't we spread 
Torah to non-Jews?

Alex K. 
New York

RABBI: We don’t proselytize, as one’s attachment to 
Torah must be his own free will. More essentially, proselytiz-
ing demeans Torah’s nature as a reasonable and provable 
system. To attempt to change others means Torah cannot 
do that through its sound principles. Rav Hai Gaon too said 
that “I am God” (1st of the 10 Commandments) is in fact not 
counted as a mitzvah. For commanding one to know God’s 
existence demeans the obvious truth of His existence.

But we certainly must make Torah available for all peoples 
and teach them, as is God’s will. The intelligent Gentile will 
care for his soul and he will investigate. He will discover 
Judaism to be the only religion based on proof and reason. 
He will abandon his previous religion and follow truth…just 
as Abraham did. He will say as Jeremiah says, “In truth, our 
fathers gave us an inheritance of lies” (Jer. 16:19).” ■

Repentance Even 
without Sinning?
READER:  Must a person repent for a sin that did not 

reach its objective? Say I shoot a gun at a person and I miss: 
is there no need for teshuvah?

Adam N. 
Long Island, NY

RABBI: One certainly is philosophically corrupt if he 
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attempts murder. And although there is no crime for which 
the Jewish courts can kill the person, in God’s eyes he is evil 
and must repent. Maimonides too says that not only for sins, 
but also for poor character man must repent. The Rishonim 
too discuss the di�erence between human relations, and 
our relationship with God. Although we may not technically 
sin against man in a given act, we must be concerned with 
the state of our soul, for which we must answer to God at 
the end of our days. ■

Jews: A Light to 
Gentiles
READER: What does it mean for Jews to be a “light to the 

Gentiles”? Do we Gentiles have a say in defining what it 
means for the Jewish people to be light unto us? 

RABBI: No. Gentiles have no say in this, and neither do 
Jews. God alone defines truth, morality and wisdom, the 
only vehicles which illuminate mankind. A “light to the 
Gentiles” means to embody God’s truths in action so others 
may witness these actions and learn from them through 
dialogue with the Jew, who has toiled for decades through 
Talmudic study to grasp a small amount of God’s wisdom. 
God said, “Observe therefore and do them [the commands], 
for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight 
of the people that, when they hear all these statutes, shall 
say, surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 
people!” (Deut. 4:6)  Thus, God wishes the Jew to demon-
strate to Gentiles God’s wisdom through following Torah. 
God wants the good for all. 

READER:  Does being a light to Gentiles require you to 
bless God every day for not being created as a Gentile? 

RABBI: Yes. This Jewish blessing reminds us of our 
fortunate status to have been born to a family that hopefully 
studies Torah. But it does not mean a Jew is in any way 
superior. Just as it is God’s will who is born to Jewish or 
Gentile parents, it is God’s will that we are a certain gender, 
a certain height, skin color, degree of intelligence and all 
other God-given characters. We can’t know with any 
certainty why God made one person, black, white, female, 
male, tall or short. But none of these characteristics prevent 
any person from following God’s Torah. Such characteris-
tics belong to the realm of God’s will; we can’t know this, 
and it matters none at all. Abraham was born to idolatrous 
parents, in an age steeped in idolatry. He never complained 
for having such parents or for being created in that era. He 
used his God-given nature to live properly. We must mirror 
him, as this is one reason God includes Abraham in His 
Bible: he is a lesson for mankind. 

We don’t only bless God for being created not as Gentile, 
but in that series of blessings, we also bless God for not 
having created us as a servant or a female…who are both 
Jews. Thus, our thanks has nothing to do with Gentile vs. 
Jew, but that as a Jewish male, we possess the largest 
amount of commands, as Gentiles, servants and women 

have far fewer commands (Rabbi Israel Chait). Again, it is 
God’s will how we enter life on Earth. But we can choose do 
take on greater commands even though born as Gentile, 
servant or female. Be clear: all mankind descends from 
Adam and Eve. We are all equals. But in His wisdom, God 
determined how each one of us enters life. Many great 
Talmudic scholars were converts, and our greatest kings 
descended from Ruth the convert. Messiah too descends 
from Ruth.

READER:  Does being light to the Gentiles mean seeing 
yourselves as "chosen", "di�erent", "having a mission" 
(thereby implying that Gentiles have no mission)? Does 
being light to Gentiles mean that Gentiles have lesser rights 
than the Jews in Eretz Israel, even though one's family has 
been staying there for generations? 

RABBI: Yes. The Jew has a mission which the Gentile 
does not…unless he converts. The Jew is punished for 
violating his mission,  whereas the Gentile who performs the 
same act—like eating non-kosher animals—will not be 
punished. Regarding rights in Israel, God gave Israel to Jews 
and He gave Seir to Gentiles (Deut. 2:5). Land in Israel 
cannot be sold in perpetuity (Lev. 25:23) as God command-
ed.

READER: Are Gentiles required to submit to the Jew 
wholeheartedly without question in order to receive 
blessings from the God Israel? 

RABBI: No. The Gentile does not submit to a Jew, but to 
God. 

READER: Just look at Ruth, who loved and obeyed her 
mother in law without question. When her mother in law 
asked her to be in a compromising situation with a man 
unrelated to her in a secluded place, she did so willingly. Is 
this something a Jewish woman would do even if she is 
requested by her mother in law? 

RABBI: Seclusion was not yet prohibited, that was a later 
Davidic law. Naomi advised Ruth on this strategy to 
subjugate herself at Boaz’s feet at night, which Naomi knew 
would cause Boaz to have pity on Ruth, and take her for a 
wife. Naomi was helping Ruth the convert find a husband 
and shelter. Ruth had free will and could have rejected 
Naomi’s plan. 

READER: Unfortunately, Ruth is the role model Jews feed 
to the Gentile mind unwittingly, an indirect message that if 
you love Hashem, you must obey His people blindly. 

RABBI: This has been rejected above as false. 

READER:  The Gentile has to choose between Jesus and 
the Jew. The Gentile has to choose between the Jew and 
the Palestinian. Is this the role of the Jewish people, i.e., 
Rabbinic Jews play  as light to us Gentiles? You may not 
realize it, but you are creating barriers by placing yourselves, 
your chosen status, pedigree and heritage as "intermediar-
ies" between Gentiles and the God of Israel. Please don’t 
blame Jesus when you are doing the same thing. 

RABBI: Again, the Gentile submits himself to God, not to 
the Jew. The Jew does not place himself as an intermediary 
between a Gentile and God. A Gentile must relate to God 
directly. 

READER:  As a Gentile, my definition of the Jew being 
light to the nations is this: The Jew has to bring me in a 
closer relationship with my Creator. The Jew has to inspire 
and encourage me to serve my Creator and to love His 
Creations. Unfortunately my encounter with Rabbinical 
Judaism has brought me further from Him and further from 
myself. 

RABBI: We have spoken for years, and you never 
expressed a problem with any answer I ever gave you. If 
other Rabbis are o�ering unreasonable positions, you are 
wise not to contact them further.

READER: I have watched videos by Messianic Jews, in 
Eretz Israel, enduring rockets and unrest, yet still teaching 
me to love and pray for the Palestinians. 

RABBI:  Torah has no issue with peace loving Palestin-
ians…only with murderers of any nation or race.

READER: Messianic Jews are motivated to love their 
enemies  because of Jesus, whom your people have 
traditionally hated. 

RABBI: Loving an enemy is lethal and foolish. Torah says 
about one who comes to kill you, that you should arise 
earlier and kill him first to protect your life. And as Jesus 
rejected God’s laws, we reject Jesus. Love preached by one 
who contradicts God spreads poison, not love. 

READER: Messianic Jews inspired me to see the conflict 
di�erently, to see God di�erently, to see myself di�erently. 
They are influencing me to discard the heart of stone I 
developed thanks to my exposure to Rabbinic Jews, and to 
take on the heart of flesh. Who is the true light to the 
nations: Rabbinical or Messianic Jews? I am sorry to be 
sharing my thoughts which you, as a Rabbinical Jew, may 
find o�ensive. This is an honest sharing. 

Shabbat shalom,
Sharon Savage, Malaysia

RABBI: When seeking truth, we don’t play politics or fear 
o�ending our dialogue partner. One’s concern must be 
solely for brutal truth. Use your mind to see through the 
martyr philosophy of Jesus and Messianic Jews that causes 
self harm, and possibly death. Look into yourself too for any 
bias towards Jesus that is a normal response to being 
raised as a Christian. Follow truth alone, not your family, 
peers, comfortable emotions or books.  ■

Gentiles and 
Torah Laws
 READER: Responding to “Must Gentiles Procreate,” you 

stated that only the Jewish nation has the mitzvah to 
procreate after Torah is revealed at Sinai. Does this mean 
that Gentiles should not procreate or that God does not 
reward Gentiles who procreate?

Thank you,
Sharon Savage
RABBI:  It means that Gentiles do not have the command 

to procreate, nor any law other than the 7 Noahide laws. 
However, as Maimonides teaches, a Gentile may voluntarily 
accept all other laws, other than Sabbath. As a Gentile and 
Jew are equal, both equally benefit from Torah. Talmud 
teaches that the Gentile nations would not accept Torah. 
But they were obligated to maintain a minimal level of 
behavior, coded in the 7 Noahide laws. Abraham and his 
descendants were the only monotheists, and therefore, the 
only group suited to accept Torah. But the Jew is not to 
keep the Torah away from any Gentile desirous of studying 
and fulfilling the Torah. We are to make it available and 
share Torah with any Gentile, just as I have been sharing 
Torah with you these past few years. God teaches many 
times in Torah that it is one system for both Jew and 
convert. We are all equals. ■

Symbolism in 
Judaism
READER: Asking about Jewish symbols that could be 

worn as jewelry…I wasn’t sure if a hamsa was appropriate 
because it has meaning across di�erent religions and also 
uncertain origins, but was told it was allowed to be worn by 
Jews as well and was even a common Jewish symbol. I 
bought this necklace specifically with the Star of David 
element to emphasize the Jewishness and not have it be 
confused with another religion, but now I’m wondering if it is 
truly representative of Judaism because now I’ve read that 
the Star of David also has significance in Hindu culture, 
especially because the eye is in the center of the star (the 
Hindu star sometimes has a bindu (dot) in the middle, appar-
ently). I don’t want to wear it until I’m sure it’s appropriate as 
a Jewish symbol. Can someone help me out?

Maggie

RABBI:  As Rabbi Israel Chait explained, Judaism is 
divorced from all symbols and symbolism. It’s a unique 
religion with its foundation firmly cemented in truths, in 
“ideas,” not symbols. A symbol is that which evokes an 
emotion, not a principle or Torah fundamental, so symbols 
are outside the pale of Torah. The star of David is not 
authentic, as it has pagan roots. Mystical Jews incorporated 
it into Jewish culture and it slowly was adopted as authentic. 
Jewelry has no prohibitions unless it is idolatrous or super-
stitious, like the red bendel worn to ward o� the "evil eye,” a 
popular superstition. Other than the High Priest, adorn-
ments of precious metals and stones are not part of Jewish 
law, and therefore, not prohibited or obligated. ■



Gentiles vs. Jews
READER: In one essay you wrote, “The patriarchs were not Jews. They preceded Judaism by centuries. Thus, 

they were gentiles.” I agree. Abraham was not the first Jew and Judaism did not exist during the days of the 
patriarchs. Therefore, how did Abraham observe Torah? I am aware that Abraham—according to Rambam—did 
not have the Torah. He only had eight mitzvot: the Seven Noachide Laws, plus circumcision. What is the source 
of this Rambam? If this Rambam is correct does this imply that Abraham—a non-Jew—reached perfection 
without Torah? You wrote: “Noahide laws were G-d’s gift to man to direct him towards a ‘perfect’ life.” Thus, 
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Noahide laws and Torah laws have an identical objective. In 
another letter you seem to state the opposite: 

The 7 Noahide laws are a minimal threshold for one to 
retain his or her right to life. This is not a system of 
‘perfection,’ as a wise Rabbi taught. Rambam 
comments: Not just the Tribe of Levi, but *any* person 
in the world whose spirit moves him and who wishes, 
on his own initiative, to stand before G-d and serve 
Him by striving to know Him, and who follows the 
straight path, and removes from his neck the yoke of 
the manifold calculations that most men are involved 
with—he becomes sanctified as holy of holies. G-d is 
his portion and his inheritance forever. He will merit to 
receive whatever he needs in this life, just as the 
priests and Levites did. As David said, G-d, you are my 
inheritance and my cup; you support my way (Ps. 16:5). 
(MT, Hilkhot Shmitah v’Yovel, 13:13)  

Rambam seems to say here that Abraham, a non-Jew, 
reached perfection without Torah. Although he felt it would 
be very hard to do and they probably couldn't attain this 
perfection for long. Thus, Torah is the best guide for life. But 
the question remains, how do we reconcile this with your 
statement that one cannot reach perfection without Torah? 

Additionally, in your letters (Jewishtimes, May 28) you 
wrote: "the command of procreation was stated only once 
to Noahides, and never repeated. Therefore, the Jew alone 
has this mitzvah."  Does this delegitimatize a non-Jew’s 
existence? Furthermore, I think you wrote somewhere 
(please correct me if mistaken) that the Noahide laws are no 
longer binding. If this is true, how does G-d justify their 
existence? You also wrote in an essay that Noahism is not a 
religion, but "the minimum amount of Judaism necessary." 
Does this mean a righteous gentile's religion is Judaism?

Shabbat shalom,
Turk Hill

RABBI: Yes, Noahide laws direct a gentile towards a 
perfected life. But they only “direct” him, they cannot 
guarantee perfection; they are a minimal threshold. Similar-
ly, I can give you map directions, but that does not mean you 
reach your destination. In contrast, Torah does perfect the 
person who properly adheres to all 613 commands and the 
1000s of Rabbinic laws, and does so with the proper 
attitudes, motives and morals. Torah addresses every facet 
of human existence, perfecting all his emotions and ideas. 
Noahide laws do not. 

You asked if Abraham—a non-Jew—reached perfection 
without Torah. Yes, he did. He was a rare person. But the 
vast majority of mankind needs Torah to attain perfection.

You then asked if the Noahide not possessing the 
command of procreation delegitimatizes his existence. The 
answer is that Noahide laws are a bare minimum, and the 
Noahide may accept the entire Torah just like a Jew. He has 
the same opportunity as the Jew.  

“Noahide laws are no longer binding” must be under-
stood. Talmud Avoda Zara 2b, quoting Havakuk 3:6 says 

that at one point in history, “God arose, assessed mankind, 
He ‘saw’ and released the nations from their 7 Noahide 
commands.”  The Talmud asks, “What did God see?”  The 
Talmud answers, “He saw that the nations abandoned the 
Noahide laws, and therefore God released them from their 
obligation.” We know this release is not literal, so how do we 
understand this?  The Talmud concludes that as the nations 
abandoned Noahide laws, any future Noahide who 
followed the laws would be considered as one “not 
commanded.” Meaning, once the chain of transmission of 
Noahide law was broken and no longer transmitted, all 
future Noahides would not be “following God,” since the 
transmission that God commanded these laws was lost 
from society.

Finally, yes: a righteous gentile's religion is Judaism. God 
gave only one law to all mankind. ■

Teaching Gentiles 
Torah?
READER:  If we accept that Jews and non-Jews have 

identical souls and that life of Torah is the best life for man's 
soul as it allows him to self-actualize and reach knowledge 
of God and love of Him, then why don't we actively encour-
age people to convert to Judaism? Why don't we spread 
Torah to non-Jews?

Alex K. 
New York

RABBI: We don’t proselytize, as one’s attachment to 
Torah must be his own free will. More essentially, proselytiz-
ing demeans Torah’s nature as a reasonable and provable 
system. To attempt to change others means Torah cannot 
do that through its sound principles. Rav Hai Gaon too said 
that “I am God” (1st of the 10 Commandments) is in fact not 
counted as a mitzvah. For commanding one to know God’s 
existence demeans the obvious truth of His existence.

But we certainly must make Torah available for all peoples 
and teach them, as is God’s will. The intelligent Gentile will 
care for his soul and he will investigate. He will discover 
Judaism to be the only religion based on proof and reason. 
He will abandon his previous religion and follow truth…just 
as Abraham did. He will say as Jeremiah says, “In truth, our 
fathers gave us an inheritance of lies” (Jer. 16:19).” ■

Repentance Even 
without Sinning?
READER:  Must a person repent for a sin that did not 

reach its objective? Say I shoot a gun at a person and I miss: 
is there no need for teshuvah?

Adam N. 
Long Island, NY

RABBI: One certainly is philosophically corrupt if he 

attempts murder. And although there is no crime for which 
the Jewish courts can kill the person, in God’s eyes he is evil 
and must repent. Maimonides too says that not only for sins, 
but also for poor character man must repent. The Rishonim 
too discuss the di�erence between human relations, and 
our relationship with God. Although we may not technically 
sin against man in a given act, we must be concerned with 
the state of our soul, for which we must answer to God at 
the end of our days. ■

Jews: A Light to 
Gentiles
READER: What does it mean for Jews to be a “light to the 

Gentiles”? Do we Gentiles have a say in defining what it 
means for the Jewish people to be light unto us? 

RABBI: No. Gentiles have no say in this, and neither do 
Jews. God alone defines truth, morality and wisdom, the 
only vehicles which illuminate mankind. A “light to the 
Gentiles” means to embody God’s truths in action so others 
may witness these actions and learn from them through 
dialogue with the Jew, who has toiled for decades through 
Talmudic study to grasp a small amount of God’s wisdom. 
God said, “Observe therefore and do them [the commands], 
for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight 
of the people that, when they hear all these statutes, shall 
say, surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 
people!” (Deut. 4:6)  Thus, God wishes the Jew to demon-
strate to Gentiles God’s wisdom through following Torah. 
God wants the good for all. 

READER:  Does being a light to Gentiles require you to 
bless God every day for not being created as a Gentile? 

RABBI: Yes. This Jewish blessing reminds us of our 
fortunate status to have been born to a family that hopefully 
studies Torah. But it does not mean a Jew is in any way 
superior. Just as it is God’s will who is born to Jewish or 
Gentile parents, it is God’s will that we are a certain gender, 
a certain height, skin color, degree of intelligence and all 
other God-given characters. We can’t know with any 
certainty why God made one person, black, white, female, 
male, tall or short. But none of these characteristics prevent 
any person from following God’s Torah. Such characteris-
tics belong to the realm of God’s will; we can’t know this, 
and it matters none at all. Abraham was born to idolatrous 
parents, in an age steeped in idolatry. He never complained 
for having such parents or for being created in that era. He 
used his God-given nature to live properly. We must mirror 
him, as this is one reason God includes Abraham in His 
Bible: he is a lesson for mankind. 

We don’t only bless God for being created not as Gentile, 
but in that series of blessings, we also bless God for not 
having created us as a servant or a female…who are both 
Jews. Thus, our thanks has nothing to do with Gentile vs. 
Jew, but that as a Jewish male, we possess the largest 
amount of commands, as Gentiles, servants and women 

have far fewer commands (Rabbi Israel Chait). Again, it is 
God’s will how we enter life on Earth. But we can choose do 
take on greater commands even though born as Gentile, 
servant or female. Be clear: all mankind descends from 
Adam and Eve. We are all equals. But in His wisdom, God 
determined how each one of us enters life. Many great 
Talmudic scholars were converts, and our greatest kings 
descended from Ruth the convert. Messiah too descends 
from Ruth.

READER:  Does being light to the Gentiles mean seeing 
yourselves as "chosen", "di�erent", "having a mission" 
(thereby implying that Gentiles have no mission)? Does 
being light to Gentiles mean that Gentiles have lesser rights 
than the Jews in Eretz Israel, even though one's family has 
been staying there for generations? 

RABBI: Yes. The Jew has a mission which the Gentile 
does not…unless he converts. The Jew is punished for 
violating his mission,  whereas the Gentile who performs the 
same act—like eating non-kosher animals—will not be 
punished. Regarding rights in Israel, God gave Israel to Jews 
and He gave Seir to Gentiles (Deut. 2:5). Land in Israel 
cannot be sold in perpetuity (Lev. 25:23) as God command-
ed.

READER: Are Gentiles required to submit to the Jew 
wholeheartedly without question in order to receive 
blessings from the God Israel? 

RABBI: No. The Gentile does not submit to a Jew, but to 
God. 

READER: Just look at Ruth, who loved and obeyed her 
mother in law without question. When her mother in law 
asked her to be in a compromising situation with a man 
unrelated to her in a secluded place, she did so willingly. Is 
this something a Jewish woman would do even if she is 
requested by her mother in law? 

RABBI: Seclusion was not yet prohibited, that was a later 
Davidic law. Naomi advised Ruth on this strategy to 
subjugate herself at Boaz’s feet at night, which Naomi knew 
would cause Boaz to have pity on Ruth, and take her for a 
wife. Naomi was helping Ruth the convert find a husband 
and shelter. Ruth had free will and could have rejected 
Naomi’s plan. 

READER: Unfortunately, Ruth is the role model Jews feed 
to the Gentile mind unwittingly, an indirect message that if 
you love Hashem, you must obey His people blindly. 

RABBI: This has been rejected above as false. 

READER:  The Gentile has to choose between Jesus and 
the Jew. The Gentile has to choose between the Jew and 
the Palestinian. Is this the role of the Jewish people, i.e., 
Rabbinic Jews play  as light to us Gentiles? You may not 
realize it, but you are creating barriers by placing yourselves, 
your chosen status, pedigree and heritage as "intermediar-
ies" between Gentiles and the God of Israel. Please don’t 
blame Jesus when you are doing the same thing. 

Submit your letters and questions to  Comments@Mesora.org
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RABBI: Again, the Gentile submits himself to God, not to 
the Jew. The Jew does not place himself as an intermediary 
between a Gentile and God. A Gentile must relate to God 
directly. 

READER:  As a Gentile, my definition of the Jew being 
light to the nations is this: The Jew has to bring me in a 
closer relationship with my Creator. The Jew has to inspire 
and encourage me to serve my Creator and to love His 
Creations. Unfortunately my encounter with Rabbinical 
Judaism has brought me further from Him and further from 
myself. 

RABBI: We have spoken for years, and you never 
expressed a problem with any answer I ever gave you. If 
other Rabbis are o�ering unreasonable positions, you are 
wise not to contact them further.

READER: I have watched videos by Messianic Jews, in 
Eretz Israel, enduring rockets and unrest, yet still teaching 
me to love and pray for the Palestinians. 

RABBI:  Torah has no issue with peace loving Palestin-
ians…only with murderers of any nation or race.

READER: Messianic Jews are motivated to love their 
enemies  because of Jesus, whom your people have 
traditionally hated. 

RABBI: Loving an enemy is lethal and foolish. Torah says 
about one who comes to kill you, that you should arise 
earlier and kill him first to protect your life. And as Jesus 
rejected God’s laws, we reject Jesus. Love preached by one 
who contradicts God spreads poison, not love. 

READER: Messianic Jews inspired me to see the conflict 
di�erently, to see God di�erently, to see myself di�erently. 
They are influencing me to discard the heart of stone I 
developed thanks to my exposure to Rabbinic Jews, and to 
take on the heart of flesh. Who is the true light to the 
nations: Rabbinical or Messianic Jews? I am sorry to be 
sharing my thoughts which you, as a Rabbinical Jew, may 
find o�ensive. This is an honest sharing. 

Shabbat shalom,
Sharon Savage, Malaysia

RABBI: When seeking truth, we don’t play politics or fear 
o�ending our dialogue partner. One’s concern must be 
solely for brutal truth. Use your mind to see through the 
martyr philosophy of Jesus and Messianic Jews that causes 
self harm, and possibly death. Look into yourself too for any 
bias towards Jesus that is a normal response to being 
raised as a Christian. Follow truth alone, not your family, 
peers, comfortable emotions or books.  ■

Gentiles and 
Torah Laws
 READER: Responding to “Must Gentiles Procreate,” you 

stated that only the Jewish nation has the mitzvah to 
procreate after Torah is revealed at Sinai. Does this mean 
that Gentiles should not procreate or that God does not 
reward Gentiles who procreate?

Thank you,
Sharon Savage
RABBI:  It means that Gentiles do not have the command 

to procreate, nor any law other than the 7 Noahide laws. 
However, as Maimonides teaches, a Gentile may voluntarily 
accept all other laws, other than Sabbath. As a Gentile and 
Jew are equal, both equally benefit from Torah. Talmud 
teaches that the Gentile nations would not accept Torah. 
But they were obligated to maintain a minimal level of 
behavior, coded in the 7 Noahide laws. Abraham and his 
descendants were the only monotheists, and therefore, the 
only group suited to accept Torah. But the Jew is not to 
keep the Torah away from any Gentile desirous of studying 
and fulfilling the Torah. We are to make it available and 
share Torah with any Gentile, just as I have been sharing 
Torah with you these past few years. God teaches many 
times in Torah that it is one system for both Jew and 
convert. We are all equals. ■

Symbolism in 
Judaism
READER: Asking about Jewish symbols that could be 

worn as jewelry…I wasn’t sure if a hamsa was appropriate 
because it has meaning across di�erent religions and also 
uncertain origins, but was told it was allowed to be worn by 
Jews as well and was even a common Jewish symbol. I 
bought this necklace specifically with the Star of David 
element to emphasize the Jewishness and not have it be 
confused with another religion, but now I’m wondering if it is 
truly representative of Judaism because now I’ve read that 
the Star of David also has significance in Hindu culture, 
especially because the eye is in the center of the star (the 
Hindu star sometimes has a bindu (dot) in the middle, appar-
ently). I don’t want to wear it until I’m sure it’s appropriate as 
a Jewish symbol. Can someone help me out?

Maggie

RABBI:  As Rabbi Israel Chait explained, Judaism is 
divorced from all symbols and symbolism. It’s a unique 
religion with its foundation firmly cemented in truths, in 
“ideas,” not symbols. A symbol is that which evokes an 
emotion, not a principle or Torah fundamental, so symbols 
are outside the pale of Torah. The star of David is not 
authentic, as it has pagan roots. Mystical Jews incorporated 
it into Jewish culture and it slowly was adopted as authentic. 
Jewelry has no prohibitions unless it is idolatrous or super-
stitious, like the red bendel worn to ward o� the "evil eye,” a 
popular superstition. Other than the High Priest, adorn-
ments of precious metals and stones are not part of Jewish 
law, and therefore, not prohibited or obligated. ■
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This week’s Parsha, Shelach, describes a 
          dark moment in Biblical history, the 
episode of the Spies. It has the e�ect of 
shattering our naive illusions that great men 
are perfect. They are not, and we had better 
get used to it. Ten of the twelve scouts were 
Princes of Tribes, leading figures of the Jewish 
Nation.

Yet, no one may rest on his moral laurels. 
Life continues to hurl challenges at us and past 
performance is no guarantee future success. 
One has to be humble, girded for battle and 
prepared to make whatever e�orts the current 
situation requires.

The attitude of unquestioning adoration that 
people in some religious sects may  have 
toward their spiritual leaders is not appropri-
ate. Some terrible tragedies have occurred in 
our recent past which might have been 
avoided with better guidance from the 
crowned authorities. The unquestioning 
acceptance of clearly problematic directives 
exacted a heavy toll.

The story of the Spies as well as other sagas 
depicted in Bamidbar reveal that no one has 
an immunity to sinfulness. Unknown challeng-
es lie constantly in wait and the wise person 
recognizes his vulnerabilities and seeks to 
maintain his spiritual assets in a high state of 
readiness.

In considering this story we need to 
understand why there was a need for a spying 
mission at all. In the Wilderness all of the 
movements of the Jews were regulated by the 
“Clouds of Glory” that accompanied them. 
When the cloud lifted upward from above the 
Mishkan that was the signal to move and when 
it descended back toward the Tabernacle, that 
was the sigh to encamp. The Jews did not 
have to plot their own course but only to follow 
the path marked for them by the clouds.

So why did they now need spies to direct 

Hashem’s love for them as manifested in His 
choice of this very special land in which they 
would establish a special and holy society 
which would be a “light unto the nations.” He 
therefore assented to the spying/scouting 
mission so they could  see with their own eyes 
what Hashem had in store for them.

But it was, inexplicably, to no avail. Instead of 
uplifting the spirit of the Jews  the Spies 
instilled in them a lethal panic which resulted 
in catastrophe. What went wrong?  Why was it 
that “In this matter you do not believe in 
Hashem, your G-d?” 

In my opinion it was because the Jews lost 
“faith” in themselves. The verse records them 
as saying that, “because of Hashem’s hatred 
for us did He take us out of the land of Egypt to 
put us in the hand of the Emorites to destroy 
us.” In explaining why they imagined that G-d 
hated them the Sforno says, “because we 
worshiped idols in the land of Egypt.”

It is important for a person to feel guilty 
about his sins, especially serious ones. For if 
his conscience is active it will motivate him to 
repent. But we must be aware that excessive 
and incurable guilt leads to self-loathing and is 
destructive of one’s relationship with Hashem. 
One must always remember the Torah 
teaching espoused by the Rambam that no sin 
is beyond the reach of teshuva. No matter 
what one has done, if he returns to Hashem 
with a whole heart Hashem will forgive  him 
and will shower His love upon him once again. 
May the Jewish people return to  Hashem and 
be worthy of all His blessings.

Shabbat Shalom ■

Dear Friends,

In this time of social isolation, we should 
seek ways to avoid boredom by staying 
occupied with meaningful activity. The world 
of virtual reality allows us to stay in touch with 
friends and attend all kinds of classes available 
online. But that can only take you so far.

Comes Shabbat and Yom Tov, and you need 
books, especially on the parsha. I personally 
recommend Eternally Yours on Genesis 
http://bit.ly/EY-Genesis and Exodus 
http://bit.ly/EY-Exodus, and my newest one on 
Numbers http://bit.ly/EY-Numbers2. They are 
easy to read, interesting, and thought-provok-
ing conversation starters. I am especially 
interested in your feedback and hope you can 
write a brief review and post it on Amazon.

them about “the path we should go up on and 
the cities we should come to?” Yet as Moshe 
recounts in the Book of Devarim, when he 
communicated Hashem’s comment that they 
should “go up and inherit” the Promised land, 
they responded with their request to send 
forth an exploratory party.

According to the Rabbis Moshe wasn’t sure 
what to do so he deliberated with Hashem. 
Hashem then responded that He was not 
going to resolve this matter but that it was 
entirely up to Moshe. Moshe opted for the 
mission which included a report about the 
agricultural and climactic aspects of the area 
as well as military information needed for the 
ascent and conquest.

It is not readily understandable why Moshe 
agreed to the project. It is also strange that he 
instructed the team to gather information 
about the topographical quality of the country. 
After all Hashem had explicitly said that He 
was going to bring them to a “ goodly and 
broad land, a land which flows with milk and 
honey.”  Why was it necessary for the Spies to 
report on the particulars pertaining to the flora 
and the fauna?

Perhaps a clue can be found in Moshe’s 
unusual assignment to bring back a sampling 
of the land’s produce. The Spies complied and 
“arrived at the valley of Eshcol  and cut from 
there a vine with one cluster of grapes, and 
bore it on a double pole, and of the pomegran-
ates  and of  the figs.” What was the necessity 
for this?

In my opinion the battle to conquer Eretz 
Yisrael was not simply a mundane political 
necessity. Rather it constituted a “Milchemet 
Mitzvah” (Religious War). Thus Moshe wanted 
the nation to conduct this operation with the 
joy that is appropriate to the service of 
Hashem.

Moshe wanted to reassure the people of 
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LETTERS

Disloyal
Minorities: Part II 

Reader:  Responding to Rabbi Reuven's 
             article "Disloyal Minorities" where he 
shared his views on the civil unrest in "mixed cities" 
in Israel that occurred recently. I find Rabbi Mann's 
views on Arab minorities in Israel problematic. 
Instead of questioning the political power granted 
to them, he should be questioning if there are 
weaknesses in how Arab Israelis are regarded in 
Israeli society. There are views of these Arabs 
being regarded as second class citizens. Has 
Rabbi Reuven Mann looked into this?

In my opinion, Rabbi Mann’s take on these 
unrests reminds me of the civil unrests in the US as 
a result of George Floyd's murder last year. Is it 
right to question the political rights given to African 
American just because they do not seem to share 
"American values”? Rabbi Mann's take on the civil 
unrest in Israel is problematic .

The Youtube video below shows the response of 
Israeli Jews on whether they see non Jews as 
equal to them. Most of those interviewed respond 
that non Jews, especially those residing in present 
day Israel, do not have the same rights as the Jews 
there. The common reason given is that they (the 
Jews) are chosen and given a mission by God, 
thereby having a higher  status. https://you-
tu.be/OOFRNGlEB6k

Thank you,
Sharon Savage

Rabbi Mann Responds: I am talking about the 
many Israeli Arabs who enjoy full rights of Israeli 
citizenship and have the best living conditions of 
Arabs anywhere in the world. Not only that but 
they can serve in the Knesset and indeed have 
their own parties. In addition unlike Jews and other 
Israeli Arabs who do serve, they are exempt from 
military service.

I make it clear that I am not opposed to Arab 
rights in Israel. All I am saying is that they should 
be loyal to the state that grants them their rights 
and free lifestyle. And especially in the Knesset; 
does it make sense to give political power to 
people who identify with Israel’s enemies, who 
refuse to  recognize  its legitimacy as a Jewish 
state and want to dismantle that?

To summarize: I am not opposed to Arabs and 
believe that they should be treated as fairly as 
Jews. But my point is that the rights Israel grants to 
any citizen—Jew or Arab—must be based on their 
recognition of the legitimacy of the state and 
loyalty to it. And certainly you should not be 
allowed in the Knesset if you do not recognize the 
legitimacy of the state and support it. I also agree 
with your point that Israel should seek to improve 
the living conditions of all her citizens, Arab as well 
as Jews. Hope this o�ers some clarification. ■

RABBI REUVEN MANN



RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

God selected Abraham as the forerunner 
            of His only religion: Torah, the Bible. For 
Abraham was the sole monotheist in an age 
steeped in idolatry. He was perfectly suited to 
accept and spread God’s will for mankind. Talmud 
teaches that God wished Torah for all nations, but 
they each had corrupted philosophies that 
opposed Torah. Abraham was not a Jew, but a 
Noahide, as was every human being. Abraham 
had no special soul, but he actualized his 
intelligence to discover what is true: that there 
exists a single Creator and no other forces exist; 
we pray to Him alone, and not to man. Abraham 
discovered God’s will and attracted people 
everywhere and shared his insights. His 
truth-teachings earned him imprisonment and 
threats of death from idolaters who could not 
tolerate opposition. God protected him, and 
eventually gave Torah to his o�spring upon Mt. 
Sinai 3333 years ago.

Instead of the world thanking God for sharing a 
way of life that produces harmony, contains 
perfecting commands, and deep enjoyment in 
studying God’s wisdom, the world has opted to 
attack the Jew without provocation. Just as was 
true regarding Abraham’s opponents, today’s 
anti-Semitism is a continued expression of 
defense by threatened alien religions. Judaism 
tells the world that all religions are either pagan, 
lies or corrupt. But instead of taking issue with 
God—Bible’s author—the world attacks God’s 
mouthpiece, the Jew. What added to the hate of 
Abraham was God’s gift of the Bible to the Jews. 
This created tremendous sibling rivalry. The world 
could have appreciated that Bible must contain 

brilliance, as God authored it. They could have 
selected to acknowledge God’s superior intellect, 
and better themselves through Bible, but instead, 
the world has selected to defend it’s corrupt 
philosophies and man-made religions.

Unprovoked, and without any action at all, the 
Jew is attacked and murdered throughout history. 
Man does not wish to realize his error, so he 
silences opposing voices—even God’s voice—as 
shared by the Jew, commanded by God to so. 
Egyptians, Amalekites, Hitler, Romans, Greeks, 
and now Arabs cannot tolerate God favoring a 
people other than themselves. Displaced Arabs 
(Gazans) respond to God’s favoritism with lies to 
the world about “occupation” and the world 
believes it, instead of reading simple history that 
says otherwise. This unprovoked hate of Jews is a 
hate of God, not a hate of innocent humans.  

Jew and Gentile descend from Adam and Eve. 
We are equals. We were chosen by God not due 
to any merit (Deut. 7:6-8) but due to our ancestors. 
Abraham set us on a proper course of intelligent 
life, as is God’s will. But God’s gift of the Bible is 
intended for all mankind. So as Jews, we carry this 
responsibility and make Bible known in the world 
until the day God brings His Messiah who will 
finally find no opposition from other religions.

The Jew is no greater than the Gentile. But the 
Jew has a God-given responsibility to the world, 
even if it causes animosity towards us. We can 
never cease from Torah study, teaching, perform-
ing God’s commands and sharing Torah with the 
world. Hopefully we will help Gentiles enjoy the 
best life outlined in Bible. ■
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