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Science says 1f we see "A" followed Oy "B", there 1s a possible 7‘e/af107zs/zzp With more cases,
more credibility is earned. Last week we recounted the Talmud's story of an idolater who
prayed 1o his god and was suddenly healed. Rabbi Akiva said this was coincidence.

WHAT WOULD HE SAY [F THIS HAPPENED MANY TIMES?

(Discussed inthisweek's article)

EbTD
199

Jewishh

Dedicated to Scriptural and Rabbinic \erification
of Authentic Jewish Beliefs and Practices

es

\Volume I1, No. 30...May 9, 2003

WWW.MESORA.ORG/JEWISHTIMES.HTML Download and Print Free

IN THIS ISSUE:
PARASHAS EMOR
DOES IDOLATRY WORK? PART II
GOD'S WARNING
SEVEN WEEKS

193
I

74
2
4
5

SUGGESTED READINGS:

SEE THESE AND OTHER ARTICLES AT OUR SITE

Maimonides’ 13
PRINCIPLES

THE BASIC FOUNDATIONS WHICH ALL JEWS
MUST KNOW AS TRUE. WE URGE YOU TO READ THEM:

www.mesora.org/13principles.htn

Gods Existence:

PBchcf or

www.mesora.org/belieforproof.html

GodsLand G Od?

Without

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY:

www.mesora.org/openletter/openletter2.

Parashas
kmor

RABBI BERNARD FOX

“And Hashem said to Moshe
"Speak to the Kohanim, the sons
Ahron and say to them 'Let n
Kohen déle himself through
contact with a dead body from h
nation"{VaYikra 21:2)

This passage prohibits a Kohe
from becoming d#ed through
association with a dead body.[ITH
only exceptions are the Kohen

Does Idolatry

WORK?

Part 11

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Following is a reader's response
our article "Does Idolatry Work"
printed in last week's JewishTime
In that article, wequoted Tractate
Avoda Zara 55a deriving two
principles from two cases; Case
cripple "smultaneously" healed
while praying to his wooden god, ¢
Case 2)rain falling in "response” t
idolaters’ compliance with thei
godly commands in a dream. W
stated that these are in fact nothi
but coincidence, and falsel
assumed cause and eﬁeCtInterestlng dichotomy: Gr%ksweremtellectuals but believed in Apollo and other deities
relationships, respectlvely In Case 4
the healed idolater is nothing more Thereader squestionsnow follow:  conclusion that objects - which by
than a coincidence with his definition are created - must follow
idolatrous pragr.In Case 2, rain that Reader: Dear Mesora, in Case 1laws, and cannot manipulate laws.
falls immediately after an idolatroughe cripple who entered into aTherefore, a created stone, quarried
practice, cannot be in "response” tchurch and left in a recovered stathousands of years later, carved into
idolatrous practices. The reason the a singular, isolated event, so Rabbn idolatrous form and prayed to,
Jew recorded in the Talmud hadkiva's "coincidence" explanationcannot change reality or laws set in
questioned the truth of suclseemsacceptableBut if the same motion millennia prior to itselfA
phenomenawas due to his false situation happened to severahair cannot alter its form, much
sense that a relationship exists cripples, would the "coincidence'less, control the carpenter who
between two events that occur, eithexplanation still hold? created it.
simultaneousl, or subsequently. Mesora: Your question displays a Reader: | am a physicist. Your

» When phenomena coincide omisunderstanding of Rablikiva. statementbout"A real relationship
plppeain subsequent fashion, man i$he Rabbi's theory is not valid dués one where there is perceivable,
Dusually correct, and there is # a singular occurrence as yoyhysical interaction” follows perfect,
relationship.But this cannot be thesuggest. His theory is based on thghysical logic. Yourstatement'ln
scase when when we see phenomeiaat that a stone or wood idol is @ase 1, the relationship is baseless
occurring while idolatrous rites arecreated thing, and therefore cannas a simultaneous occurrence does
nperformed. In such cases, there is moanipulate laws of creation. Againnot suffice to create a relationship
relationship between two eventghat which is created, is 'governedbetween two events" is however not
eexcept for the imagined relationshipnd not the 'governor'. lis an logically precise. It is a fundamental

Sanidolater projects. unavoidable and irrefutablenethodology in physics to search

. (continued on next page)

(continued on page 3)
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D0€S ]do/dffy inexplicable seemingly "repeated'miracle to enforce people's faith omiraculous event. No?
relationships. Proven principles caminderstanding on Him? Mesora: "Miracle" refers to a
7 never change. Assumptions do. Mesora: You move to an areasuspension of a naturkw. If the
Another problem with the totally dff erentanincomparable to seasplits in half, that is a miracle. If
"repetition" approach is this: Whematural causes, our first topic. Youwa staff composed of elements turns
P 5[77 ] [ formulating theories based orenbark upon miracles, which ardnto a devouring serpent, that is a
RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM repeatd events, you do not knowGod's actions, not nature's lawaniracle. But this seems of the

why the assumed "effect" isThereis no comparison, butwill subject.

happening. All you say is th@& read what you have to say. Why Reader: Back to Case IRabbi
for simultaneous events toalways followsA in time. You make God uses miracles is God'#kiva said about diseases, "they are
determine the POSSIBILITY of theno determination of a real lawknowledge, something we are nai visit man for a certain time, and
existing relationship. The next thingexplaining this phenomenon. Yowanywhere near fathoming. We cathey are to leave at the certairy,da
a physicist would do is to see ifadmit ignorance. You are thereforseek a good possibility for Hisat a certain hour, through a certain
these simultaneous events arevrongto suggest a cause and effeehiracles though, and offer them ameans, and by a certain medicine".
repeatable. Only when the evidenceelationship. When one witnesd8s possible explanations. It just so happened that the idolater
showsno sign of reproducibilif, do  following A many times, all one can Reader: For the Jews, it is naturalleft the church precisely when his
we conclude they are coincidence. say is thatl seeB afterl see A." He notto be led by any other miraclesdisease expired. From common

Mesora: To clarify, you suggest cannot say thak caused B, if there into the belief of any other god8ut medical knowledge, we also know
thatwhenmanrepeatedly performsis no principle explaining thisfor a non-Jew, to closely exam @he probability for certain disease to
event "A", and each time that everphenomenon. korrecty, your miracle. he can hardly be a foolbe healed without special means (|
is followed by eventB", that there scientific equation requires no Mesora: Jew and gentile alikeam also a medical professional
is a proof thaiA causes B. So if tenproven principle, whereas Rabbmust not be impressed witBBTW). If medical statistics show
times, dolaters pray to a stone fofkiva held that with no proven law,miraculous phenomena if they0% natural recovery rate of certain
monetary success, and ten timethereis absolutely no relationship.contradict truth. One may see all therippleness, when several such cases
theseten idolaters see immediateRegardless of the amount of timemiiracles in the world, but this in no'naturally” recovered under certain
success, you suggest that idolatgnecan "repeat" phenomena, one iway can change 2+2=4 and make évent, only a fool will not raise
works. wrongto suggest relationships exist2+2=5. 2+2 will always equal 4. Scquestion why.

How many times must evel®@ if no principle explains such atoo, miracles cannot make a personMesora: Yes, one should always
follow eventA before the physicist duplication. Coincidence is the onlybelieve an idol controls the world.investigate what his mind registers
"determines" a relationship exists? Ipossible explanation. In truth, oneres, we may have guestion how a ascurious, this is how we learn.
you respond with any number, younerely thinks he is repeating g@henomenornwas performed, but Reader: Of course, this is not the
claim that a relationship is not baseghenomenon. Also, be mindful thabur question is no match for acase in Casel, where the
ontrue laws of cause and effect, buire do not see 10 people praying @roven law. Seeing 25 idolatersphenomenoris an isolated incident
on hypothesized, unknown meandliff erent time to dfferent idols, healed subsequent to their foolisbf one idolater praying, and healing
You have not determined lawdollowed by immediate success. Sprayers will not make a wise maratthesameime. Normally, aperson
explaining phenomenon, but simplthereis no real question here. even consider that the rock prayediould immediately endeavor to
suggest "there is a relationship It is truly an emotion which to can hear, respond, reward ooffer a cause even if it is a singular
based on repeated, identical resultggénerateshis question - not a clear punish. event, just because the chance is sc
This is not scientific, nor truth. understanding of reality. Reader: Maybe this is what odd. Rabbi Akiva's immediate
Science explains what is real. It is Reader: There are two issuespeoplehave in mind when they askconclusion about Casel as
based on fact, not theories forcetere. One, to search for physical'DoesIdolatry Work?" In this case, coincidence implies (to me) a
ontoreality simply to fill the void of cause or relationship. Second, ttA relationship where there isradical disbelief of the possibility
our being answerlessA true search for supernatural caude. perceivable, physical interaction” ighat a miracle can come out from
scientist - as was Rabikiva - will  think the second issue is the realot a miraculous relationship andidolatry. Is that a general view of the
not accept repetition of cases amterest of the discussion. It is cleafA relationship where there is NOmain stream Judaism?
evidence for something being dhat one needs no supernaturaperceivable, physical interaction" Mesora: Yes, a miracle (i.e.,
cause of something elskdols of events to draw the conclusion abowould be a miraculous relationshipGod's intervention) will not be
stonecannot control themselves, leG-d's existence. Abraham arrived ds this reasonable? Of course, if ongerformed by God to endorse
alone other things. Stone cannothis conviction without or beforewould argue that everything is aidolatry. This is the height of
heara person's pragr. Stone cannot experiencing apparent miracles (Anmiracle, then there is no miracle. Tampossibilities, as God's primary
respond to anything, includingl right?) identify a miraculous relationshipconcern for man is man's conviction
prayer. Stone cannot alter reali%x ~ Mesora: Yes you are. one should use a rational methodn His absolute, exclusive creation
rock cannot control God's Reader: However, were there nosimilar to what a physicist uses t@nd control of all we see. To suggest
unchangeable laws. Based on thegdracles as recorded in the Torahidentify a  physical (real) that God would endorse idolatry is
unshakable laws, RabbAkiva's Heaven forbid, would Judaism stillrelationship. If two events occurthemostabsurd of all absurditieBl
knowledge of reality - not his theonybe the same as we know it today§imultaneously with no other
- determined that no matter howbo all miracles recorded in thentervention, one may further
many times a fool prays to stone, th&rah have physical causes? Shoulskplore if the phenomena is
success witnessed following thene view the event of the arrival ofeproducible. If it is, then one should
prayer is in no way connectedMoses' Army and the split of thefurther explore if there is any
RabbiAkiva teaches us that we ar&ee of Reed as merely simultaneog®ssible  perceivable, physical
to follow proven principles, not events? Can we say that G-d usesason. If not, then this is a possible

(continued from page 1)
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body.OIf one touches a dead bodige applied to the Nazir as well.1 ~ with a lower degree of impurity?

aras aS the impurity is transmitted..0The [[The Chinuch explains that theThe insight of the Chinuch provides
second means is through carryingohen is distinguished from the resh response to this question.]

the body.[0This means transmits thef Bnai Yisrael.0 The Kohen isDefilement represents contrast.(J

impurity even without direct contactexpected to live a more spiritual life. When alive, the human possesses a

with the body.0The third means iHe is provided with material supporspiritual element.Cln death, the body

through occupying the same covereithrough the tithes, the sacrifices anid reduced to a purely physical level.(J

areaasthe cadaerIn other words, speial cities set aside for theThe lesser degree of defilement of
through being under a single roof th&ohanim and Shevet Leyve.[TThestheidolater extends this symbolism.[]

RABBI BERNARD FOX

(continued from page 1) impurity is transmitted from theprovisions allow the Kohen toThe idolater failed to adequately
body to the person. disassociate from the mundane argkevelop spiritually.C Instead, the
closest relatives.[0The Kohen may ©nly two of these methods applymmerse in the spiritual.[] idolater brought a materiglement

care for these departed.CIThe pasu&thebody of an idlater(This body  [The prohibition against contacinto the spiritual world.CTThe reduced
specifies that the Kohen iswill transmit though direct contactwith the dead is designed talegree of defilement corresponds
prohibited from coming into contactand through being carried.Communicate a message.[] Theith the reduced contrast between
with a dead body from "his nation”.[However, if one is under the samenessageis transmitted through life and death.[]
What is the meaning of this phrase?dof as the bdy, impurity is not symbols.[In order to understand the We can now explain the
[Rashi interprets the phrase ttransmitted.CJThis suggests that prohibition, we must identify the comments of Mishne Le'Melech.[
mean that a Kohen can di#e lesser degree impurity is associatatiessagand its representation. The prohibition against the Kohen's
himself on behalf of a mait mitzvahwith the body of the iolater.Mishne  [Let us begin with the symbolism.Gontact with the dead is not dictated
—a deceased for whom there are rice'Melech proposes that the Koheithe object of the prohibition is theby the results of the contact.[Contact
relatives.[TThe obligation to bury thids not prohibited from contact withdeceased.OWhat does the dead bodjth the dead body of andthterhas
body supercedes the Kohen'thislesser degree of impurity.[3]  represent?0The human is composéde has the sameconsequences as
prohibition against defilement..0The [Mishne Le'Melech's approachof a material body and a spirituatontact with the remains of awl.
meaning of the pasuk is that theloes not seem to completely answeoul.[In death the soul abandons thdishne Le'Melech's position is that
Kohen may not defile himself for athe question.CA problem remains body.[TThe dead body is the physicdhe prohibition against defilement —
body that is within the nation.OJTheunsolved.CAssume a Kohen touchesdlement of the human separatedor the Kohen and the Nazir — is
meanghatthe departed is part of thehe dead body of anathterdThe from the spiritual soul.0In life the symbolic of the mission of these
community and will be cared for byKohen will be unclean for severhuman is spiritually clean.OW individuals.O Ths symbolism
relatives.But if the body is outside days. Purification will require death the body becomes defiledddntrasts the spiritual complete
of the community — there are naprinkling with the ashes of a redrhere is a clear message in thisuman with the material remnant
relatives to care for the body — théeifer[JThese consequences are @nsition.[TThe spiritual soul rendergreated by death.[JOnly those dead
Priest must bury the body.[1] sameas those that occur through the body sacred.Oltelevates the that capture the highest degree of
[Seforno understand the phraseontact with the dead body of@wl] material element.C] Wihout this contrast are included in the
diff erently.CThe Kohen cannot defileLet us accept Mishne Le'Melech'spiritual element the material shelprohibition.0] Therefore, iolatets
himself on behalf of a deceased frorassertion that the dead body of theosesits sanctity and is reduced tdody is not included.
the generalcommunity.CJHowever, idolater does not have the samen urtlean cadeer[d In short, [
he does defile himself to care for thelegree of impurity as the cadaver afanctity is derived from the
body of a close relative.[2] a Prwl Nonetheless, thespiritual.C-The material laty, alone,  “Whether it is a bull, a sheep or
[O@ne very interesting explanatiorconsequences of contact aris mundane and impure. a goat, do not slaughter it and its
of the phrase igjuwted by Mishne indistinguishable!l1 Why then, is [Mlow we can turn to the messageffspring on the same dg."[
Le'Melech in the name of Sefercontact with the idolater's bodyof the prohibition.0The restriction(VaYikra 22:28)
Yerayim.ll. Mishne Le'Melech permitted? against contact with the dead [This pasuk prohibits the slaughter
explains that the passage specifically Mishne Le'Melech does notprovides an admonishment to thef a mother and its offspring on a
excludes the body of an idolatedirectly answer this question.0 Kohen and Nazir.CTThese individualsingle day.[OThis prohibition applies
from the prohibition.O In other However, he does provide ararerequired to live on an elevatedo slaughtering animals for sacrifice
words, the Kohen is not prohibitednteresting hint.CHe explains that thespiritual plane.0J The prohibitionand for personal consumption.O]
from contact with the dead body oprohibition against a Kohen defilingagainst defilement reminds them of Mlachmanides relates  this
anidolaterIThis, of course, raises ehimself has a parallel.(-The Nazir their ~ mission.0 Thg must commandment to another mitzvah
disturbing question.CThe Kohen is onewho makes a Nazerite vow — isconcentrate on spiritual developmerfound in Sefer Devarim.[There, the
not permitted to defile himself.Csubject to the same prohibitiorand not be deceived by the allure dforah commands us to send away
Contact with any dead body — eveagainst defilement.[In fact, some othe material world.(0The prohibition the motherbird from her nest before
thecadaver of an idolater — results ithe specific parameters of thecommunicates this message througemoving the eggs or offspring.0]
defilement.: Wiy should the Kohen's prohibition are derivedsymbolically expressing the relativeNachmanides explains that both
prohibition be limited to contactfrom the laws of the Nazir.[4] importance of these elements ancbmmandments share a common
with deceased who are not idolaters? [This parallel suggests that there isommanding the Kohen and Nazidual purpose.0] Fst, these
Mishne Le'Melech proposes arasingle consideration underlying the¢o distance themselves from the&ommandments teach us not to be
interesting answer to thiguestion.lJ prohibitions upon the Nazir and thelead.[5]0 heartlessand cruel.0Second, these
He explains that there are three bagiohen. What is this common [Before we can return to themitzvot remind us that we are
meansthrough which a dead bodydenominator? Sefer HaChinuctMishne Le'Melech's comments, weermitted to slaughter animals.[]
transmits impurity.0 The first is suggests an explanation for thenust consider an additional issueHlbwever, we cannot destroy the
though physical contact with theKohen's prohibition that can easilyWhy is the idolater's body associatespecies.] Slaughtering the mother

(continued on next page) Page 3
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false conclusions.[OFirst, it would
imply that the Almighty feels mercy
for the bird.0Second, in order td
respol to this feeling He
commands us to send away th
mother. Third, the Almighty's sense
of mercy will be frustrated by oun
neglect of the commandment.[All
theseémplications are false.
(hstead, these mitzvot ar
and child simultaneously representflesigned to make usbetter
disregard for the preservation of théndividuals.CJWe learn mercy ang
species. compassion from the]
Nachmanides raises an importariommandments.J Similarly we
question.[The Talmud teaches thaicquire other positive traits throug
one should not declare that thethe observance of
mercy of the Almighty extends evenmitzvot.[8] O
to the bird's nest.[6]CIn other words [0

Parashas
kmor

RABBI BERNARD FOX

(continued from page 3)

we should not ascribe the mitzvah ofl] Rabbaynu Shiomo ben Yitzchak (Rashi),

sending away the mother bird to th&ommentary on Sefer VaYikra 21:1[2]0)

: , : Rabbaynu Ovadia Sforno, Commentary d
Almighty's mercy. NaChmamdeS. Sefer VaYikra 21:1. [3] Rav Yehudah

analyzes this teaching.UWhat iskosanes, Mishne Le'Melech, Hilchavel,
wrong with this interpretation of the 3:1. [4]0Rav Yehudah Rosanes, Mishn
mitzvah?0Why can one not Suggegte'Melech, HilchotAvel, 3:1. [5]CRav Ahron

thatthis is a possible motivation for[e] Mesechet Berachot 3347]  Midrash

the othef

HalLeyve, Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah 263

)

=)

=]

b
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the commandment?CAppareytthe

lessonis that we should not ascribemvoshe
reasondo the commandments.[We Nachmanides),
should regard the mitzvot as decredgevaim 22:6.

from Hashem.O Weshould not
attemptto seek rational explanatior
for the laws of the Torah

Nachmanides acknowledges that

this interpretation of the Talmu
would render inappropriate his ov
interpretation of these mitzvot.
Mlachmanides explains that
does not intend to siute the
position of the Talmud.[lnstead,
explains that the Talmud
admonishment must be mo
carefully considered.[He asserts
the Sages never intended
discourage interpretation of t
commandments.[JAccording to tl
Sages, King Shlomo interprets
virtually all of the mitzvot.[7](Therg
is no indication that he acte
improperly.00 The Sages we
explaining that a specific type
interpretation is inappropriate.
Mlachmanides explains that
mitzvot are given to benef
humanity.(0Mitzvot do not benef]
the Almighty.0Hashem is perfe
and complete.[He is does not der
any benefit from our performance
the mitzvot.CNeither is He harmej
by our transgression.[TTherefore,
cannot assert that Hashem's me
extends to the bird's nest.00Such

Join eScrip confidentially and free. Go to:
http://www.Mesora.org/eScrip

Rabba, Sefer BeMidbar 19:88] Rabbaynu
ben Nachman (Ramban
Commentary on Sefgr

God's Warning

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

=

S
O

d
n In parshas Shilach, (Numbers, 15:31) we find God's warning that whoever commits idolatry "despises
word". Rashi states "the warning for idolatry is from God, all other (warnings) are from MosegLEStien is
havhat necessity is there for God to be the One admonishing us in this single case? Diredfisgtmm more
towards the answer, what would be lacking in the warning of idolatry if Moses or man, had been the one we
neus, and not Godrbelieve this second formulation of theestion directs us to the concept of "warning”, and how
sin the case of idolatry alone, is God's warning essential.
re A warning, by definition, is part of the Torah system. The gemara asks at times, "Rienamtior such and
hatuch a crime we see, but from where is the warning derived?" Meaning, the Torah system does not onl
topunishments for violations, but it also includes passages which serve in part to warn man from acting in a ¢
1ieway. One reason why we may have warnings, and not punishments alone, is to educate man on the destruc
neprohibited actions cause to our sdy. investigating the ruin which results from such actions, man may bett
>dunderstand why not to engage in these acts. Man will come to conqguer his drive for such acticrstayding
the good derived from abstention. Theyelmancomes closer to the life of reality and goodness which is onl
dderived from complete adherence to the Torah's principles.
re A warning then must carry with it some principle whereby man is not forced to abstain treaulytah is
bfencouraged to abstailoe to his appreciation of what is real and good. Asatfgement offered to abstain becomes
moreconclusive, man will be more convinced and his chance for abstention will be greater.
all Not only is the content of aargument essential, but the delivery can also play a role. What is tredpesent
t from abstention from idolatry? It is a warning delivered by God Himself, from an ablazed Mt. Sinai. Suc
t warning against idolatry which all the Jews heard, is the most cometjingent. God creates a miracle, and
ctcouples it with the two first Commands, "I am God", and "Have no other gods." God created an indispu
velemonstration of His exclusive mastery over all existence: An entire mountain aflame, and intelligent princ
ofwere heard from inside those flames. God ruled out any possibility thatgarism was at the source of the
d enunciated wisdom. No earthly being can survive fire. Those present, and equally true ywey tody of
vesecond hand knowledge - are fully convinced that this intelligent Being Who gave the Torah controls the \
ragxclusive of impostors. God eliminated the notion of idolatry by the statement that he is God and there ¢
aathers, while demonstrating so through miracles.

assertion would result in a series

of Sinai was the best formulation of a warning against igpkatd remains our proof of God's existebte.
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Seven Weeks

RIVKA OLENICK

We just relived our Pesach seder as Gaghenit is expressed through the foundatiortsagedy that befell us again during the horrible
removed us from bondage, He saved us, Hed principles of Torah. The goal of freedommassacres of Jewish communities during the
redeemed us and then He took us as Hisd redemption is that one’s true purpose @rusaders and hopefully internalize the
people. We are now spiritually uplifted andlife is as a servant of God, not man.OOPeopleasongor all their suffering. “Bear love to
we do feel joy. The second day of Pesathink a “sophisticated culture” gives a persathey neighbor as to thyself, | am the Lord.”
through Shuvuous is called Sefiras HaOmebsolute freedom, it doesn't. Living in devitticus19:18. Weare all part of our
the counting of the @er.These are the severculturally rich country doesn’'t give a persoffather’s House...” The saying of Hillel is
weekly periods that coincide with Spring, thautomatic freedom #ier[JEgypt enslaved uswell known: “Do not do unto thy neighbor
time when we anticipate the upcoming harvegtt it was considered culturally rich andhat which thou would hate to have done to
that provides our food allgarlMWe count the sophisticated.Jidaism has no culture, what ithee.”[TThis is the guiding principle of all our
Omer, the new barley offering that wabasis Torah as its’ way of life, its “lifestyle”.Cinteraction ~ with each other. This
brought when the Temple stood. We stifor the Jewish person who lives the correchangesselfishness and self-love into
count the Omer although we've lost ouife this is the only means for freedomgonsideration and love of our neigitbTo
Temple and we reflect deeply regarding itfreedom only through Torah”.OThis is thdove our neighbor as we love ourselves is the
destruction with the hope that God may hefpeedom that the Master of the Universe gavealization that we were atrangersn Egypt
us rebuild it. We are also aware of the Spring at Mt. Sinai and for all future generationsand that we share the same goal to serve an
and the rain. Rain doesn't “just happen” andle should be fulfilled spiritually andto love God.OWhat we are speaking about
without it we have nothing. God provides iintellectually by internalizing this idea anchere is not love of the person himself,
all for our benefit. We ask for God’s mercyaturally live our lives according to thismeaning his personalitbut everything that
and that He not withhold His great blessing ainderstanding. pertains to the person. We are obligated to
rain.(*Then| will provide rain for your land [Before the Temple was destroyed the Omassist each other in everything that furthers
in its proper time, the early and late rains, tha@sa joyous time now it is a time of partiaeach other’s well-being and happiness. This is
you may gather in your grain, your wine anchourning with no public expression of joy; noequired of us even if someone’s personality
your oil.00 will provide grass in your field for weddings and no cutting of hair.C0There is iaitates us. It's not an easy tasBUfl if he/she
your cattle and you will eat and be satisfied.réprieve from mourning on the day of Laghould suffer misfortune we cannot look at
“Beware lest your heart be seduced and y&8Omer but we are to be mindful of the greahis as an opportunity to find great happiness
turn astray and serve gods of others and bowagedy that befell us when twenty fouin our own progress if it is at the expense of
to them. Then the wrath of Hashem willthousand disciples and Rabhkiva died.[] our neighbor’s disadvantage. When God gave
blaze against you. He will restrain the heavdiheir deaths occurred between Pesach aml the Torah at Mt. Sinai He elevated our
so therewill be no rain and the ground willShuvuous.[t is astounding to think of 24,008xistence and gave us the instructions to
not yield its produce...”0(The Shema).O0Daeaths within a seven-week period arikecome “the light” unto the nations. Today is
we realize how fortunate we are when Gocuriously our mourning is not pushed off untihotany dff erent, we are all here to assist each
gives us the needed rain or do justtake the Tisha B’av. We should seriously reflect on thigther, not to compete with eaother.We are
rain for granted and then become annoyed tiggic event and think into what it says iall hereto grow and fulfill our true purpose.
it when it interferes with our plans!CEach tim&evamoth, 62b: “that they suffered and di@ihe remaining weeks can be used by each of
we count the Omer we should reminaotshowrespect for eacbther’ In Bereshith us as a time to look inward and ask: What
ourselves how much God gives us.[Each tifkabbah, 61, it says: “They were envious afoes Shavuous and God’s precious gift of
it rains it should remind us that He watchesachother[TTo the bearers of Torah they weréorah mean to me now?How can we help
over His creation and provides oudisrespectful and so they were disrespectfullmfing each other closer to Torah?Halve
sustenance. the Torah itself.”[Disrespect and envy are sincerely expressed my gratitude to The

*When thou hast brought forth the peopliethal pair and we must always be on gua@reator for what He has already given me?
out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon thegainst these feelings and thoughts that are
mountain.” (Exodus 3:12.)0We wait withprovoked so easilyAl personcan have the Master of the Universe, You commanded us
anticipation the upcoming historical event alesire to take revenge or feel hate towartteough Moses, Your servant, to count the
Shavuous. At the end of the seven weeks wanotherpersonat any time. This is what Omer Count in order to cleanse us from our
are claiming and declaring that we are ndestroyed our Second Temple.O encrustations of evil and from our
longerbound to man, for God has taken us tolWlVe can learn from the grave consequenassntaminations, as You have written in Your
Him.OOur freedom has worth and value onighat took place during that time and the Torah.[Psalm 67.
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SFT's coupon program

Using the Web to sho
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ShopFiveTowns.com (SFT) is new website designed by NYDesign.con

goalis to promote local businesses and merchahsit's not your typical = s cefce of dise

website. You don't buy any products here....you promote, and promof g ech e Participatin

time. The website offers numerous, well thought-out programs Which are.  vatd or e &2 sher rchont Ogap 9 merchants;
to join, inexpensive, and effective. e stamp: villams sonome S0

SFT proactively advertises your business: The "specials” page is Not """ «ox oo nane gy o — EL?I’gmv.d n:«yilei?gmm Dzohar shoes
pageon the site, but that page is also emailed every week to thousands, ' Bdeck wizard
displaying merchants' promotionBusinesses may buy text or banner adsA powerful, store traffic
which can be linked to their websites and/or emaliisT 8ffers webpage magnetis the "directory” feature. It allows anyone tpickly
design so businesses may display even more of their wares. locate any store, business or essiiolienby category.

The coupon program (right image) enables merchants to offer 10-20%he "classified" page is a cost-effective way to announce, advertise, pq
discounts. The coupon is also mass-emailed weekly to drive in-store traffarch jobs, and morads remain online for 30 days and can contain yo
Customers print the coupon from their own PC and redeem it upon weisite and email links.
purchases. Below is a snapshot of th& Bomepage.Various sized banner All these promotional features increase your reach to more custo
ads link to vendors'F S webpages - an effective means for displaying néwstead of passively waiting for walk-insfFB enables merchants ang
products and sales - Sort of a web-based window disgiayiv8bpages alsobusinesses to proactively and aggressively market themseMesgéo
enable customers to email vendors. This interactivity is not available in pridiences via new, exclusive opportunitieBT iarnesses the 24/7 wel
ads, and generates increased sales. It also allows vendors to save thaheitetilility and the immediate reach of the internet, deliveringryessagéo
address for future marketing. its ever-growing subscriber list.

Emailed coupons, sale announcements, banner ads, classifieds, and di
listings drive new traffic to those establishments purchasing these prog
{."3]% Advertising is eag and can be purchased online with a secure credit g

Lo TS transaction. To those of you interested in selling natigrsiT webpages
A new, unique and effedive | enable just that, with e-commerce already available for you.

dverfising medium. Whether|  SFT is also promoting itself on major search engines, aigadg alliances
you're o relur1er a physicion, | with high-trafficked websites to increase your publi@iyt to benefit from this
’S'E“W , OF any @; of | publicity, you'll have to advertise on SFT.
blishment, we can help
QFM}MLF_ I[H:I:‘ I:HJSIFIESS WI
our exclusive ad opportunities:

e ey e e | ShopFiveTowns.com launches soon.
omna i eesenie|  Visit oUT new website and take advantage of
oz, exclusive advertising opportunities fo grow
sad more: Cigonees your business!
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This logo means savings at participating merchants
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ShopFiveTowns.com home page displaying merchants' banner ads

a
i} O
1e

h Future plans include articles, a community events calerfdasti&etsales,
LIRR timetables, selling goods online, and much more!




