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Think

All things are created. By definition, this means they have propetties.
Properties, by definition, are exclusive; 1.e., water 1s moist, and not dry.

Animal skin and dye are also limited to their progeﬂies. These comprise a mezuza.

Do not imagine a mezuza has powers. Think. Fo

low reason. Only God has power.
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Parashas Shoftim
RABBI BERNARD FOX

“Do not pervertjudgment.CIDo not

showfavoritism.CAnd do not accept

bribe — for a bribe blinds the eyes

thewise and perverts the words of t
righteous.”[{Devarim 16:19)
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hoftim: 'erfec' ' Od

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM
The Torah says in Deuteronomy 18:9, "When ydoes this statement mean?
come into the land which Hashem your God givedVe must say that only in the area of the idolatrou:
you, do not learn to do as the abominations of th@sactices is one in violation of "perfect shall you be
(other) nations." The Torah lists idolatrouwith Hashem your God". If one were to eat non
prohibitions; passing children in between pillars &bsher foods, he would not violate this command tc
fire (Molech), inquiring counsel from your stafbe perfect. To what specific objective does "perfect'
(Kosame), fortune telling, witchcraft, consulting theith God refer? Framing thquestion this way, we
a dead and other practices. We understand that all treséorced to understand these "abominations”.
ofidolatrous practices are not based on knowledge aMthat we find is that each of the mentioned

\-.;!.‘"

earecompletely false. But this section concludes withpaactices is an attempt in some way, to procure
statement not found at the end of other sectionsinfbrmation. In each case, there is an inquiry, or ar

Moshe instructs the nation to appointcommandments, (18:13) "Perfect (tamim) shall yattemptto secure oneself. | will give a few axples.
judges.[He instructs thejselges to be| be with Hashem your GodMy questions is: Why Molech was a practice where a parent would pass h
equitable..JThey must not show anyisn't this statement applied in other areas i.e. kosbemor daughter through two flames - not burning the

favoritism..0Moshe warns thgidges

and non kosher animals, laws of robbery, counfant according to at least oneewi. What was this

that they cannot accept any gratuily systems, or any other section? Why is the statementdlgéctive? Fire is the one element which opposes a

from the litigants.CJAccepting such
(continued on page 6)

"Perfect shall you be..." mentioned here? And whmblogical existence. In all elements, argarism
(continued on next page)
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Shofom: 'Pertect’ with God

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

(continued from previous page)

may survive, except in fire.
Passing the child through, an
unharmed, the father imagine
that just as the child is shielded =
from flames, so he is shielde
from all other mishapsluring his |
life. It makes sense that thé

parent/child relationship forms the/
believe lbn Ezra is saying we

prohibition, as the paternal o 7PN ;
‘( M i should not use our minds. Rather,

maternal instinct is focused
primarily on survival of their
infant. The parent has a distortedssume there are in fact othddebrew t|tle or authored by &e is teaching us that Abraham
notion that such action ismeansby which the universeRabbi. What is the objectiveshould not make his performance
fortuitous and actually "protects'operates. They feel some peopteuth? That which God createaf divine decrees dependent on his
the remainder of his child'shave supernatural powers oveand wrote in our Torah. Heownintelligence. Ibn Ezra teaches
existence. Kosame and Nichusévents outside real laws of causgeated and controls the universéhat man can fall prey to an
weretwo practices which foretoldand effect. This of course igherefore, He alone determinesrroneous notion that "only when
the success or failure of futureabsurd. Their insecurities propeleality. Not people, and notl know the reasons will | perform,
events or actions. So too was thtaem to seek forecasts for theirobjects. The same mezuza whidbut not before". To this, Ibn Ezra
practice of consulting the deadactions, so they need not think fowill be consumed when touchedeaches, "do not inquire why the
The goal is to obtain knowledgehemselves. Relying on anothersy flames, people foolishly thinkcircumcision” - "do not let your
of the 'other side', or of futureadvice removes their need td to possess protective abilities. lfinquiry determine your acts". "Be
events. One would usually attemphake deisions. Tlis is the it cannot protect itself, how can iperfect with God and don't render
to consult a dead friend oropposite of God's plan that maprotect anything else? your intelligence superior to His"
relative. As there was nothing toeceive and engage the gift of God created everything. There isthis is what Ibn Ezra is teaching,
be learned about someone witimtelligence. Similar to theseno other source of knowledge.and why the term "perfect” is also
whom you were already intimatédolatrous practitioners are preser@od's knowledge alone definessed here. In this case too, man
with, the interest in consulting theday Jews who check a mezuzhe operation of the entirecan go so far as to think of himself
dead must serve some other neaghen household members falluniverse. Therefore, there cannatsa source of knowledge outside
knowledge of the future, or moresick, or those who don rede anything which can alter ouof God....making his subjective
specific, the inquirer's futurebendels, place keys in challas, useality, other than God, the Sol&nowledge supreme over the
Obsession with the dead is aprayer books as protection, an@reator. knowledge contained in God's
expression of one's owrthose who ascribe powers to "Perfect shall you be with God"divine commands. God says to
immortality fantasy. Rebbes, Mekubals and Kabbalistesneanswe must not deviate fromAbraham , "be perfect" - follow
What common thread rund recently heard of a "Meir balfollowing Him alone. God, to themeeven when your mind does not
through all these practices? ThEanase" practice where foolislexclusion of anything else, is thgrasp with complete
answeris "knowledge". In each ofindividuals believe by givingonly the Cause. This makes sensanderstanding.
these violations, the inquirer seeksharity, you can locate a losHow can That which has ultimate We see Abraham does follow
security through some imaginedbject. How ridiculous andpower, coexist with anything elsehis concept, as he did not second
source of knowledge, & a damaging are such notions! Whaaying claim to His power? God'gjuess God when he was
warlock, an enchanter, or thés "created", cannot oppose theltimate Kingship and powercommanded to kill his son Isaac.
dead. He assumes there is a sourreator". It is ¢ear. Just as God negatesanything else from havingA Rabbi once asked why Abraham
of knowledge out there - besideset boundaries for the sea, "Yowny power whatsoev. This is so inquired of God's decision to
God. This is precisely where onget a boundary, they cannofclear, it boggles the mind thatestroy Sodom, but not regarding
removes himself from followingoverstep..." (Psalms, 104:9) stherearesuch idolatrous practicedsaac's slaghter. The Rabbi
God perfectly, or rather,too, all creation follows the lawswithin our fold. suggested that Abraham realized
exclusively. To assume sources @overning its matter. Just as Having shown that the ternmhecould learn about Godjsstice
knowledge other than God, is t@archment and ink mezuzas burfiperfect" (tamim) refers to man'9sy asking. But regarding
not follow God "perfectly”. It is a sotoo they are static, and have neequirement not to create sourcgserfection va commands,
dilution of God's omnisciencewill, and cannot "do" anything.  of knowledge outside God, weAbraham felt he could not always
Therefore, the command to "be All practices assuming forces tdave a question: In Genesis 17:inderstand how a command
perfect with God", means in othecontrol cause and effect, are amegarding circumcision, Godwould perfect him, although it
words, "do not assume otheidolatrous. It makes noifflerence instructs Abraham to "walk beforedid. He therefore di not ask
causes for the universe's existende we see "religious" Jews Me and be perfect”. God uses thabout the killing Isaac - a divine
and operation". practicing such foolishness, or iferm "perfect”. How does this fitcommand - but he diinquire
The followers of these practicesve even read about them under ia with our theory? | believe it isabout God's justicé&

'‘perfect’. The Ibn Ezra says the
following commentary on this
command to Abraham to "be
perfect”, "You should not ask why
perform circumcision." On the
surface, Ibn Ezra defies all which
he stands for, i.e. a life of
understanding. How then can he
verbalize such a statement? | don't
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Magicians vs Prophets

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Reader: What exactly is the God will tell you what to do" and
diff erence between Moses and arigod said to Moshe tell Aaron yous
of the other prophets? brother that he can't come to th

Mesora: See the paperholy of holies at any time [he
"Maimonides 13 Principles",wants]". Our rabbis said "Aaron wa
Principle VII. Moses (Moshe) prohibited to come whenever h
diff ered in four manners: wanted, but not Moshe.

1) All other prophets God spoke to
them through intermediaries. By Reader: You write that Israel did
Moshe it was without one, as it saysot believe Moses because of th
"face to face | spoke to him". miracles he displayed.

2) Regarding all other prophets, Mesora: "Israel did not believe™®
prophecy came to them at night¥loses because of the miracles”, is =
while they were asleep in a dream agiote from Maimonides.
it says "in a dream of the night" and 2
othersuch references; or in the day Reader: In fact, you disparage the
but only after a deep sleep-like staoncept of a warlock in general. OF
came over them, and all their senséi®e other hand, one of the tests i '
were shut off except their thoughtsprophethas to passin order to be aloneweseaNhy God tells us not tothey say enough generalities about
Not so by Moshe. Moshe wouldaccepted is the prediction of théollow the "baal mofes", thethe future, a few are bound to be
receive a prophecy any time whefuture - exactly the type of miraclevarlock. He is speaking against theomewhatsimilar to events that
he would stand between the twdeing performed in many of theéTorah. Here, God teaches that wheventually happen. dilowers of
figures on the ark as God attests &iories, some having beem warlock and Torah come intowarlocks and fortune tellers are
it, "and | will make it known to you corroborated, that people haveonflict, the Torah is always to beemotionally driven, and latch on to
there" and "not so my servamivritten to you about. Yet whenfollowed. Torah is the absolute truthany small statements the warlock
Moshe. Face to face | speak to himfeople write you about that, you(Saadia Gaon dismisses all the signsakes, if it smacks of similarity to

3) When a prophet would receiveespond with Maimonides' criticismof Pharaoh's magicians as meretgality. But these followers don't
prophecy he would not be able tof astrology. slight of hand.) realize that there is such a thing as
stand the intense effect and heMesora: Let me first say that To reiterate, only a true prophetoincidence. The view
would shake and not be able ttoday's astrology is not divine, it ican forecast the future with 100%oincidental phenomena as actual
stand. As it relates regarding Danighan's invention, as opposed taccuracy. This is because one whofisrecasts which have come true.
in his encounter with the angeprophecy which is God's fdhe, not a prophet, has no means byhe Torah tells us how we verify a
Gabriel. Regarding Moshe, he dithformative gift. If | am clear, whatwhich to forecastA human being true prophet, ALL predictions must
not suffer from this. As it says "Faceyou are asking is how a warlock ibasbut five senses, and no othersome to be. If even one detail is not
to face do | speak to him as a pers@i no validation, yet a true propheTherefore, he has the future closedalized, he is a false prophet, and is
speaks to his friend". And everwho predicts future events isoff to him. He is as a blind man is tdilled. (Deut. 18:20)
though this is the greatesaccepted, and even warranted. It isvsion. For this very reason, that the One might ask, "what if an
connection to God, still he did nogood question. future is unavailable withoutaccurate predictor of events tells us
suffer. | would make this distinctiond prophecy, does the Torah validat® follow idolatry? Do we then

4) All other prophets could notwarlock and one who tells the futurene as a prophetwhen his forecast follow him, as he predicted future
receive prophecy at their will. Onlyare doing twaqualitatively dff erent comes true with 100% accuracy, tevents accurately, is he now
when God wanted to tell them.acts. The prophet who forecasthefinest detail. Only in such a caseompletely validated by his
Some would go days or monthsvents which all come true in finedo we know that he must have bedarecast?" Theansweris that one
without prophecy. Even if theydetail demonstrates a perfection imformed via prophecy. who forecasts accurately, will never
wanted or needed somethinthe realm of knowledge, and only Why then isn't a forecast of 50%ppose the Torah. Why? It is
sometimes it would be days oattainable by God's Will. Ti& accurate enough? He has in fabecause his forecast demonstrates
monthsor years or even never thatalidates him, as operating in lindorecasted something properly! Th#hatheis receiving knowledge from
they would be told. Some wouldvith the CreatorAdditionally, he is answer why we require 100% God, and God will never give a true
have people play music to put themot spoken of in the Torah as onaccuracy is simple: a person mdprecast that one oppose Torah.
in a good mood such as Elisha. Butho derails another from followingmake guesses, and reality maphis is the case as God instructs us
Moshe peace be upon him receivelle Torah, as opposed to one whmincidentally parallel one's guesshat one who forecasts with 100%
prophecy whenever he wanted asperforms tricks in order to caus&his can and does happen. This &curacy must be accepted by
says, "Stand here and listen to whathersto defect from Judaism. Herdhow warlocks attracted people. IlfTorah standard€d
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MOORES

COMMANDMENTS

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Last week, Mesora issued a responfgse. Reason too dictates this must ke be legislated, the U.S. governmerithis Sinaic event was witnessed by
to the Roy Moore/Ten Commandmentso: God would not create manyloes not ew belief in God as amillions of people. This story in our
controversy. As you know, a federabpposing religions, so, one alone musgeligious” issue. All religions attest topossession today, of a mountain on fire,
court decided against Judge Roy Moot® God's will, all others are impostor$God's existence. One religion is naif words emanating from the fire,
housing a monument of the Teherefore, reason' alone is to be thmeing favored oveanother.Therefore, would not have been spread - had it
Commandments in his court. We stoadeciding factor when selecting whiclibelief in God is not a wlation of been false. What happened is that all
behind Judge Moore, and Alan Keyeseligion isTHE God-given system. Our“church and state". This reasoning cayewitnesses passed down the details o
We explained the nature of our supporrticle “Torah from Sinai", and "Whybe understood. The U.S. governmetttis great revelation at Sinai. World
the Ten Commandments are a historid@e Observant'argue that Judaism isdoes not legislate religion, but wishes taistory, not religion, attests to God's
issue, not a religious one. Moore'sased on reason and proof - which remable freedom of religion. Thegiving of the Ten Commandments.
position is that through housing the Teother religion claims. government's support of a belief in GoAgain, had such an event never
Commandments monument, he Although these Ten Commandmenis not a support for any one religion, butanspired, not only would it have never
supports his oath to abide by Godfsrm part of Christianity, they are not support of the belief in the Creatospread, but there would Emmewhere
laws. Moore wews the Ten Christian in nature. Christian BiblesSupporting a belief in God does nat record of the "true" history of the Jews
Commandments not as a religious issumay include some alterations in the tekavor one religion oveanother.This at that era. But there is not one other
but as a testament to God's laws. | limiff the Jewish words as recorded on tiolpes not violate "church and state”.  account, because the exact Jewish
my support to thiargument alone. original Torah. So when we refer to the This is where we must think clearlyhistory is recorded, commencing

Many readers wrote in to us sayingiTen Commandments”, we refer t&When the U.S. government supportsthousands of years before Sinai, through
"How can Mesora support a Christiasod's Hebrew words alone, excludingelief in our God, how may citizenghousands of yearstet The only way
Ten Commandments”, and, "Whatall other versions. We do not toleratendorse such a belief? Certainly, if thihie story of God giving the Ten
next, allowing a court to place statues @iy distortion of God's original Hedw. belief in God is supported byCommandments to Moses on Sinai was
Jesus and Mohammed?" Many of yalihis too Christians would agreeto.  government, then citizens of thaaccepted by the world, is because it
feel this monument crossed the line intoNow we come to the point ofgovernment are correct to support thisust have happened. Just like all history
religion as Judeo-Christian favoritismgontention: ~ Are  the  Tengovernmental belief. If God's giving ofattested to by masses of eyewitnesses i
excluding other religions. Commandments standing in Judgdis Ten Commandments is a proof teerified as 100% truth, Sinai, which had

Christianity's worship of man, andVioore's court a support of religionMis existence, for our "One nation undenass witnesses in the millions, is
other religions' selection of blind faithAnd, what do we mean when we sa§od", then placing a monument to theseedible evidence to its veracity. We
over reason, are the furthest thing frothat America is one nation “"under Godtommandments is not violating “churclaccept the miracles and Divine
Judaism, as we have shown in so maapd "In God We Trust'? How doesnd state”, but in fact, supporting whaevelation at Mount Sinai as much as
of our articles. Our dagreement is supporting God fit into our constitutionU.S. law supports, "In God We Trust." we accept Caesar's rulership of Rome.
never with followers of other religions;while simultaneously, we refrain from We support Judge Moore, as hilasses present at a historical event is
people arrive on the scene after theieligious support under "church andupports the historical truth of God'the formula which proves accurate
region has. Ouarguments are aimed atstate"? existence, via this monument. history, beyond any doubt.
religious belief, not religious followers. There is to be no legislation of The truth is, there is no other event World history cannot be altered. Judge
All religions believe their's is the "true"religion. If so, how can we still write onthat Judge Moore could have found thédoore teaches world history, and part of
religion of God. Obviously, eachall coinage, "In God We Trust"? Thesupports the belief in God, better thaih is God's revelation to the Jewish
religion maintains all others must beiff erence is that although religion is ndhe Ten Commandments' monumentation at Sinai. Denouncing Judge

(continued on next page)
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MOORES

COMMANDMENTS

(continued from previous page) RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

U.S. Government categories. | willvill corrupt our knowledge of science,
answer this question umg God's so too, dismissing much knowledge of
categories. God's actions must corrupt our view of
The creation of the Earth has one go&hod. To affrm God, means to affirm
man's perfection via knowledge of GodiLL that He has done. If we affirm His
"...and the land (God has) given to thaestruction of peoples, such as the Flooc
children of man." (Psalms, 115:16) Thand Sodom, but we do not affirm His
creation of Earth was for the existencgelivery of Jews from unlawful
of man - man's existence is solely tbondage, we will view God as ew.
know his Creator. Earth is then a@omplete picture of God's actions is
prerequisite for the Tennecessary, if we are to appreciate what i
Commandments, as both, the Earth atidly God. We cannot separate "God"
the Commandments join in the singuldrom His actions.
goal of studying God's works: His For governing diverse peoples in one
physical creation, and His metaphysicabuntry, "church and state" secures for
Moore's support of the Tenthrough housing these tablets, we wouldws. Earth and Commandmentthe individual his and her freedom of
Commandments is a denial of the Gaappose such a practice. This woultepresent these two categories. religion. But for the plibsopher
of our nation. Moore supports "In Godriolate freedom of religion. Nomonument to the Ten Commandmengeparation between "church and state’
We Trust" in its best form - the historicajovernmental party may supporvould be no more religious than one tpresents a problem. God has in fact nof
event of Sinai that proves God'seligion. Religious freedom is ourthe creation of the Earth. Both affirronly created the Earth, but He has given
existence. constitutional right, and to be practice@od as the Creator, and once you affirmanexistence, and divine laws for his
This is Mesora's support of Moore, asnly by citizens and their groups, buthis, you cannot separate between Gakistence. God isnseparble from
Moore does not endorse a favoritism ofot enforced by ant governmentand His will. His laws.00
one religion over others. To Moore, thefficer, or group. What are we defining as "God"? Our
Ten Commandments are not aboutAn interestingguestion arises; would definition is only by way of reference.
religion, but are a historical proof ofa monument to the creation of the EariVe cannot point to Him, or describe His
God. Judge Roy Moore endorses Godis in violation of "church and state"&ssence, as our minds are incapable of
existence. Moore is careful not to crogdn the surface, you would say no. Bihis, "No man can know Me an live".
the line into a religious support othink about it. The solar system is n¢Exod., 33:20) We refer to God by His
Christianity. He understands "churcless an act of God, than the Teactions, or by His universe. But we
and state". We endorse this specifitommandments. Yes, American cultureannot stop there, God has done much
stand of Judge Moore; to endorse Goditas forced all "scientific' phenomenomore. He performed miracles,
existence through Blihistorically true under the category of “science", nahterceded with man, and gave us His
and proven giving of the Tenreligion, and all ‘“religious" Ten Commandments. Araccurate
Commandments. phenomenon, under "church and statelefinition of God must include all we
However, if the situation were wherdBut are these categories accurate?  know He has performed. Just as
someone sought to promote religion Up to this point, | have been usingbserving half of scientific knowledge &

Judge Roy Moore

Ambassador Keyes
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be the Almighty’s partner in creation, thelgment of this series was the prophet Shemuel.00The natio

0
must be both accurate and truthful.CHe explains thaproached Shemuel.CThey asked Shemuel to appo
society relies on the courts to foster peace am#ling.CTThey explained that they wished to be lead i
harmony within society.[IConcord is essential for taemanner similar to the surrounding nations.CIThes

RABBI BERNARD FOX effective function of society.[This peace and harmongtions were ruled by kings.[Bnai Yisrael wished to
only emergefrom a decision that is both accurate amdso be ruled by a king.
true.[f a litigant looses a case but feels the matter waghe Navi explains that Shemuel felt that the reques
gift will inevitably affect their objectivity. judged accurately and truthfully, he can reconcileas evil and inappropriate.[7]CTThis reaction seems f«
The Torah previously — in Parashat Mishpatim himself to the court's decision.CHowever, if he feet®ntradict our passage.[TThe Torah apparently require
discussed the impact of such gratuities.[JMoshettis decision was accurate but false, he will resent tthe appointment of a king.CLHow can Shemuel contes
reviewing this prohibition.CHowever, Moshe slightijudgment.CJHe will be frustrated and disappointethe& appropriateness of Bnai Yisrael's request?
alters the phrasing of the admonition.COMoshe statdimately, he may become estranged.[Therefore, thBon Issac Abrabanel suggests that our passages
that the bribe “blinds the eyes of the wise and pervéutige only fosters harmony through decisions that a actually require the nation to appoint a king.[n
the words of the righteous”.[1In Parshat Mishpatim theth accurate and truthful.[4] fact, the nation is not required to establish an
Torah states that, “the bribe blinds the clear-sighteRav Eliyahu of Vilna concludes thajLelge must be institution of kingship.Oit is preferable to be led by
person and perverts the words of the righteous”.[djore than a master of thevHe must also be anprophets and judges.[JHowever, the Torah als
Moshe substitutes a reference to the wise in placexsgellentjudge of character and possess keen insigttognizes that Bnai Yisrael may succumb to the
the term “clear-sighted”.OWhy does Moshe make tlifgo human behastHe needs this insight to assurdesire to emulate other nations.[Bnai Yisrael may as
change? that his decisions are not just accurate but also truthfat. a king.[Our pesukim respond to this issue.f the
In order to answer thiguestion, we must consider a This resolves our original problem.C0The Torah flequest is made, it is permitted to appoint a king.
related problem.0The Talmud in Tractate ShabltBdrshat Mishpatim refers to joelge as clear-sighted. However, the passages outline specific perimeters
discusses the importance of fhdicial system. The Moshe refers to thqudge as wise.OBoth of thesd-or, example, the king must be a member of Bna
Talmud explains thatjadge who decides a cgastly descriptions are appropriate.CITjuelge must have Yisrael.
is a partner of the Almighty in the creation of theoth of thesejualities.CTThejudge must be wise.[This  Abrabanel is acknowledging that gassageare a
universe.[2]CThe simple meaning of this statementésm represents the ability to interpret and apply tméizvah.[However, hargues that this does not create
that society cannot exist withqustice.[TThe universelaw.JThe judge must also be clear-sighted.O0Thany absolute obligation.dinstead, the mitzvah deall
was created to foster humanity.[Thereforejiitige’s means he must have the ability to find the trutith a contingency.[dt provides the response, shoul
role is fundamental to the mission of the universtfough evaluating the veracity of the evidence.  the nation seek a king.[8]
Without uprightiurisprudence society degenerates andrhe two passages explain that a bribe undermineSforno supports Abrabanel's interpretation of our
humanity cannot develop.[TThe universe and creafimth of theseyualities.Ot interferes with th@idge’s passages.[He adds that it is essential for the nation
are rendered meaningless. ability to interpret and apply théaw.It also have political leadership.C0The prophets and judge
However, there is afticulty in the specific wording undermines thejudge’s ability to assess theprovided this guidance. In some ways these leade
of the Talmudic text.(TThe Talmud does not merdiyithfulness of the evidence.[5] were kings.[However, theyffiered from kings in one
state that thgudge must render jast decision.[TThe [ fundamental area.[TThey could not pass their authorit
Talmud uses a very unusual phrase.Cit can best B8/Vhen you come to the land that Hashem your @- their children.[TThe prophets and judges were nc
translated to mean that the decision must be accutiategiving to you and you occupy it and settle it amoyalty.CTThe institution of kingship creates royalty.C
and consistent with truth.CThe commentaries obseygel will say, “Appoint upon us a king like all thelThe king passes his authority to his son.[9]CThis is no
that this phrase seems redundant.[Ifjtilgment is nations that surround us”, you will place upon youa ideal arrangement.[The king's son may not be fit t
accurate, certainly it is consistent with truth! king that Hashem you G-d chooses.[You will appomssume his father’s position.CYet, inevitably he views
Tosefot respond to this problem.OThey explain tratking from among your brothers.00You are nbimself as vested with the right to be king. T
there are two factors that determine the quality opermitted to appoint a stranger that is not youMaimonides suggests aiternaive solution..JHe
judge’s decision.OFirst, thipidge must accuratelybrother.”(Devarim 17:14-15) insists that out passages are an absolute comman
interpret and apply thlew.JSecond, thgudge must Moshe relates to Bnai Yisrael the commandment®fiai Yisrael was obligated to appoint a king.C
appraise the truth of the competing claims aagpointing a king.OThe simple interpretation dfonetheless, the nation sinned &appro@hing
evidence.[OThis requires that he assess the validitMoishe’s words is that the nation is commanded Sbemuel.CTTheir request conformed to the mitzvah.
the evidence.An example will help illustrate thesgpoint a king over itself.C0There must be ade@dHowever, their motivation was corrupt.CTThey did not
two considerations.[Assume Reuven borrows moriyis interpretation is supported by an earlier incidexgk for a king out of a desire to fulfill the Torah's
from Shimon.OShimon claims he was never repaid.lthe Torah.[Hashem tells Moshe that the time hasnmandment.Cl Instead, they wished to escap
Reuven insists that he repaid the debt.JReuwame for his death.OMoshe asks the Almighty &hemuel's leadership.[Rather than wishing to observ
produces witnesses that testify on his behalf. JTéygpoint a new lead] Moshe contends that itthe Torah, they sought to escape the influence of a trt
judge must accurately apply the appropriate legaiperative for Bnai Yisrael to have strong leadershipdrah leadr[10] O
considerations.[TTheadge must determine the specifitlashem responds by appointing Yehoshua.Oln this
evidence Reuven must produce in order to relebsgident, the Torah clearly acknowledges tlf [ISefer Shemot 23:8.
himself from any further obligation to Shimonimportance of strong political leadership.[Therefore 'WesefChgt ihaBbbat é?)a'
However, theudge must also assess the truth.(Tlsereasonable to assume that our passage is addr §,SE|?t ahi(‘;"fvﬁ‘:: Gra). Kol Elivahu. Parshat Shofi
must appraise the veracity of the witnesses.Clif thés need and creating the institution of kingshig{ E"y (Gra) an, Farsnat Snovim.
. ! : . . L . yahu of Vilna (Gra), Kol Eliyahu, Parshat Shoftim.
judge questions the truthfulness of the witnesses, M&imonides accepts this interpretation of o | Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam / Maimonides)
cannot decide the case on behalf of Reuven.Thigasukim.UIn his Mishne Torah, he writes that Bnglshne Toran, Hilchot Melachim 1:1.
the message of the Talmud.[Tbege is responsible Yisrael became obligated in three commandmepiSsefer shemuel 1, 8:4-6.
to effect a decision that is accurate in its interpretatiohen they entered the land of Israel.JOne of thegepon vitzchak Abravanel, Commentary on Sefer Devarim,
of thelaw.[OThe decision must also be consistent withitzvot is to appoint a king.LMaimonidggotes our pp. 166-167.
the truth.[3] passage as the source for this commandment.[6] [9] Rabbaynu Ovadia Sforno, Commentary on Sefer Devarirr
Based on Tosefot's comments Rav Eliyahu of VinaHowever, there is a problem with this interpretatiaig:14.
offers an additional insight into the Talmud'sf our passages.CAfter the death of Moshe, the nafim Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam / Maimonides)
statement.CHe observes that in order forjthige to was lead by a series jofiges and prophets.COThe ladtlishne Torah, Hilchot Melachim 1:2.
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