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“Hashem, the G-d of the heave
that took me from the house of n
father and from the land of my birt
that spoke to me and that promig
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Last week, we left with three questions:

1) Rashi taught that Abram would receive a great reward: mdg
fame, and children. As travel — now commanded to Abram — redy
these three, God therefore assured Abram that by following
command to leave Ur Kasdim, he would be compensated.

5 question was: Why should Abram have concern for these mat
Maimonides teaches in his work, the Guide for the Perplexed, -
these are evil matters: “For it is in the nature of man to strive to (el

dmoney and to increase it: and his great desire to add to his wealt

me saying, “to your descendants
will give this land” He will send His
messenger before you and you V
take a wife for my son from there/"

(continued on page 4)

| honor is the chief source of misery for man.”O(Book IIl, Ch
XXXIX) Therefore, Abram should have no concern for these.

vill then did God guarantee these matters to Abram?0]
2) What is the mandate of “Lech Lecha”, “Leave your land?” F

e

(continued on next page)
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Sanctification of

GOD'S NAME

&

Abraham’s

ldenniry 11

RABBI ISRAEL CHAIT

Nimrod’s decision to
kill Abram was due
to his recognition of

Abram as a threat to

the state. Nimrod
then resorted to force,
and had cast Abram
to the furnace, but
Abram was

miraculously saved.

Weekly Parsha

what context did this command emerge? Gotembers of that society were curious to hear hi
does not make commands without amngews. Terach, instead of losing his son Abram,
relevance. Also, Abram was no longer in Uost Haran. Terach then took his son Abram, or
Kasdim; he was now residing in Charamvhom he had previously informed, along with
Therefore, why was he commanded at this tirhete. Apparently, Terach had a change of heart
to leave further? The verse then states, “and they exited with
3) “Lech Lecha” is where the Torah firshim.” Who went with whom? It is not clear. The
introduces us to Abram. But we ask, “If thRabbis say this means, “they went with
whole greatness of Abram was his discovery Abram”, not referring to Terach. Apparently,
God over 40 years, how he influenced peoplerach only initiated the exodus from Ur, but it
teaching monotheism and refuting idolatry arvdas Abram who was the primary reason why
establishing the foundations of Torah, why acthers exited Ur Kasdim. Why do we need to
these matters, so central to Abram’s identitynow this?
not mentioned in the Torah? This is astoundingEvidently, there was a plan. They initially
that the Torah should neglect the tgreatness intended to travel to Canaan. However, as the!
of Abram. settled in Charan, we learn that Canaan was nc
The Torah, in its cryptic fashion, doea destination per se: the goal was in fact to leav
however allow us to reconstruct the origins afr Kasdim, not to reach Canaan. This is why
Abram, if we read between the lines. they settled in Charan: there was no need t
Reviewing the verses in the end of Parshaavel further since they were far enough from
Noah, we uncover more of a picture. Genesls Kasdim. By the Torah expressing these facts
11:31 reads: we are directed to look beneath the surface: th
O goal was relocation.
“And Terach tookAlram his son,and  Abram had one concern, to spread the ideas ¢
Lote son of Haran his grandsoamrd Sarai God. This was his life’s work: to debate with
his daughter in lawyife of Abramhis son, others, and educate the world about the one, tru
and they exited with hinfrom Ur Kasdim God. As Maimonides teaches, Abram wrote
to travel to the land of CanaaAnd they many books for this purpose.
came up to Charanand they dwelled Although displaying a change of character by
there.” removing Abram from the clutches of Nimrod,
O Terach never “truly” repented. (Rashi’s view is
Let us review. Abram had a strange fathehat Terach repented.) However, Ramban state
Terach attacked his own son Abram. This is #rat due to the merit of Abram, Terach was
abnormality. Terach was jealous of Abram, agwed as a penitent individual. But why should
he established new ideas, denying the religionAfram’s acts render Terach as one who
the masses. Abram was viewed as repented? How can Abram’'s perfection
revolutionary, rebelling against the statérecreate Terach”, rendering him as one who
Terach, unable to refute his son, turned him inrepented?
the authorities. He wished to have his own sofferach had a psychological problem. Later,
killed. This is psychologically abnormal; as when he lost Haran, he had lzangeof heart,
father, Terach was not healthy-minded. Terabht he didn't embrace the ideas of Abram.
informed on Abram to Nimrod. Abram thertHowever, he was sorry for how hatlierel his
debated with Nimrod, but to no avail. Nimrod'son. This caused him to reconsider his pool
decision to kil Abram was due to hisctions, and therefore, took them from Ur
recognition of Abram as a threat to the stateasdim. This is why the Rabbis state, “Terach
Nimrod then resorted to force, and had cashas a wicked person his entire days”. Remorse
Abram to the furnace, but Abram waalone, without a true attachment to Abram’s
miraculously saved. ideas, to the truth, did not remove Terach’'s
Abram was well known in Ur Kasdim, andtatus as a wicked person.
people came to him. He had a platform, andrhis was the new status of Terach: he revisec

(continued on next page)
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Why didn’t the
Torah tell us about
Abram’s great
discovery of God?
The reason 1s,
because the Torah is
not a book to teach
of personal successes.
Rather, it is an
account of God’s
providence, and how
sanctification of
God’s name takes
place in the
world.
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his emotional life, overhauling his ba@motionally independent. God’'s command
emotions. Terach had regret for his animosityas, “forget about the practical platform, and
towards Abram. This placed Terach closer émgage in My command.” This was the
reality. Once he overcame this animositgpmmand of “Lech Lecha”.
Abram’s ideas kept playing on Terach’'s
mind. When Terach came close to death, h&he Torah’s Concealment of Abram’s
was able to rethink Abram’s ideas, and thebiscovery
affirmed Abram’s views. Thus, he is referred Why didn’t the Torah tell us about Abram’s
to as a penitent person. great discovery of God? The reason is,
Ramban’s position is that Terach nevéecause the Torah is not a book to teach o
fully embraced the correct ideas. The natupersonal successes. Rather, it is an account ¢
of a wicked person is so rooted in evil that l&od’s providence, and how sanctification of
cannot improve. But although Terach was n@ibd’'s name takes place in the world. Had
penitent, once he overcame his animosifbram remained firm in his own plan, he
towards Abram, his soul turned somewhaiould not have affected too mampgople.It
towards the true ideas. He was in a statevads only due to God’s plan, that Abram was
mind, where we do not know his trusuccessful. It was at this point that Abram
position. He was not negative, but also, tecame the “Israelite nation”. Rashi says the
was not positively inclined towards the truthand was his from that moment and forward,
of his son’s teachings. Only God could knolut occupation would only ensue later. The
Terach’s true state. Regarding his relationshiptionality of Abram was also indicated by
with man, Terach never accepted Abramfgs coinage: he created his own currency,
views, so he is therefore termed a “rasha” tleereby distinguishing him and hisltbwers
wicked person. But regarding his relationshippm other cultures. He desired to create a
with God, we do not know his true level. Thignique identity for the people who embodied
is Ramban’s view. and taught the truths of God. A distinct
Later, Abram was bothered about hisurrency assists in this goal. From this point
father's state. Therefore, God informedf God’s command and Abram’s adherence,
Abram that his father merited the next worldibram became a permangaftenomenon.
God gave Abram good tidings about hisThis explains why the Torah, prior to this
father Terach. point in Abram’s life, omits all accounts of
Abram went with Terach to Charan, interAbram. Abram’s success at his mission was
on fulfilling his obligation to teach his ideasonly via God’s intervention, and this
Under Nimrod’s rule in Ur Kasdim, Abramcommences with “Lech Lecha”. Before Lech
could not further his teachings. But ihecha, Abram was not the “pillar of the
Charan, Abram was safe to teach the truthorld” as Maimonides termed him. Abram
Therefore, Abram decided this was a propenly became the pillar, once God’s
decision, to travel to a place where he was mpybvidence stepped in. Had the Torah
opposed, now able to teach his life’s worki&counted Abram’spersonalgreatness, we
But it was at this point that God told Abramyould have the incorrect view of the Torah's
“This is not the place where you wilburpose: to sanctify God’s name. Obscuring
succeed.” God’s providence now stepped imankind’'s (Abram’s)personal achiewents
“You might think that on the road you willthe Torah focuses us on God.
not be successful. Not so. That is the naturafn interesing side point is that Abram did
conclusion. However, drop natural lawnot offer animals on the altars he created - no
Forget about how it operates. Travel from single ox. It would appear that Abram built
Terach and Charan, and despite how travieése altars so as to teach, that to God alon
usually inhibits one’s goals, you are nomust we sacrifice. Simultaneously, Abram’s
under My providence, and | will bless youabsence of any offerings - aside from the ram
My providence will address all those areas the Akeida - teaches that we are not truly
that might be negatively affected by travdiit to offer sacrifices to God. Abram built his
i.e., wealth, children and fame.” This waaltars, and also “called out in God’s name”,
God'’s promise to Abram, “...l will bless youeaching, God is the only One to serve, not
and make your name great.” (Gen. 12:2) idols, but we are also unworthy of doing so.
God now set out this course for Abrambence, no animals were offered.
commanding him to drop all consideration®arenthetically, Abram’s requirement of 40
But besides these, God also taught Abramears before fully comprehending what he
that he should break all emotionatould about God, teaches that the study anc
attachments: to his land, to his birthplace, anghlization of truth - of God - is no simple
to his father's house. He must becommatter.

(continued on next page)
Page 3




Volume IV, No. 5...Nov. 5, 2004

(God's Name 1l continued from previous page)

“And I will gather
Yyou from the lands in
which you are
scattered, and [ will
be sanctified in you
1 the eyes of
the nations, and you
will know that [ am
God with My making
of you, for the sake of
My Name.”
[Ezekiel 20:41]
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The Jews’ Purpose of Sanctifying God's the purpose of their existence as human beings
Name: Impossible without God's Providence  This was done from the beginning through the
Sanctification of God's name cannot take plagatiarchs, which constitute “chevel nachalaso”,
naurally, as Parshas Haazinu teaches. Rambizi‘rope of His inheritance” as Rashi explains.
says that the purpose of the Jews is to recogniZEhe Shira commences with God's kindness,
God, to admit His existence and make His narteaching thereby that without His kindness, man’s
known throughout the world. Had the Jews beparpose would not be realized. This is built into
destroyed, no one would be left to teach of Godt® creation. Ramban says that what happens i
existence. Had God removed His providence frdahe history of the world as a reflection of the days
the Jews, all knowledge of God would be losf creation, e.g., man was created on the sixth day
from the world: “...I will remove your Thus, Messiah, the man of wisdom will come in
remembrance from mankind.” (Deut. 32:26) It the sixth millennia. This means that there would
only because of our nature, to be a nation thatno creation, were it not for God’s Providence to
teaches the world about God, that Godtis nation. Upon which, the knowledge of God
providence saved us from exile:[] depends.
“...and we would have no salvation from [
the nations, except on account of His NameSummary
as the matter states in Ezekiel,[20:41] ‘And | There are two “shiras”, “songs™: Haazinu is
will gather you fronthe lands in which youreferred to as “V'ansa hashira hazose lifanav
are scatteredard | will be sanctified in you layde”, “and this song will answer before you as
in the eyes of the natiorad you will know witness”. (Deut. 31:21) Meaning, this song will
that | am God with My makingf you, for attest to the truth that God's providence is
the sake of My Name."(Rambabgut. essential for creating the nation who will sanctify
32:26) God's name in the world. Az Yashir is the second
O song, teaching that God is above any Earthly
Deuteronomy 32:20 states, “And God said, power or force, “ga-oh, ga-ah”, “(He is) greatly
will hide My face from them, see what their enslipreme”.
will be’..."0OThis teaches that once God hidesLech Lecha embodies this idea, that God's
Himself from us, there is no help. Only througbrovidence is indispensable to our role and
God'’s providence alone, are we set on the coussecess — the nation who sanctifies God’'s hame
to fuffill our role as the people who sanctify God'Shiras Haazinu culminates in the ultimate
name. This is stated clearly (verse 39), “See naevelation of God's name, when the whole world
I, itis I, and there are no other gods with Me; | killill recognize God's name, by His execution of
and bring to life, | struck down and | will heal, anlidgment on the wicked nations.
there is no rescuer from My hand.” God engineered His providence, commencing
Parshas Haazina also states, (Deut. 32:9) “Favith Abram, through Revelation at Sinai and
portion unto God is His people, Jacob (is) a roffwoughout the generations, until His ultimate
of His inheritance”. [‘Rope” here implies a thirgudgment is meted out, and His name is finally
ink in the chain’ or a third cord of the roperealized by the entire worl@
referring to Jacob being t
third patriarch after Abraharfg
and Isaac. Jacob was a thifs
strengthening cord ‘tying’ thg
patriarchs to thei@
descendants.] On this verg
Rashi says, “For as God
portion (Israel) was hidde
among the nations, and w|
eventually go out (fro
them).” What does this meg
that “His portion was hidde jad
among them and in the futurje
would go out™? This meanjiy
that the Providence for th
entire world to recognize Gojifd
was immersed in thq
Providenceof God's natio
Without this Providence, th
world could never recogniz
the true idea of God and fulfi
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(Beresheit 24:7) extensively with this issue.[0What does the Toralords carefully.C0He prefaced his assurance b
What is bitachon?Literally, the term mearigave to say? reminding Eliezer that Hashem had taken hirr
“security.”It is used to refer to a sense ofAvraham assigns a mission to his servamm the land of his birth and had promised to
confidence or security in the conviction thdliezer.(0He directs Eliezer to select a wife fgive the land of Canaan to his descendants.[\WWh
Hahsem will provide and care for us.[But wheYitzchak — Avraham’s son.[However, Avraharwas the purpose of this preface?0Rashbam ar
is it appropriate to have bitachon?0A commanstructs Eliezer that he must not select a wifeany others discuss this issue and come to
response is that we can always rely on Hashefnai among the people Canaan.[Instead, he isitoilar conclusion.(0They explain that Avraham
In practice, some individuals believe that they d@avel to Avraham’s homeland - Aranwas revealing to Eliezer the basis for his certainty
not need to take the usual measures to asdlmbarayim — and find a wife there.C0There is otigat Hashem will help Eliezer succeed in this
one’s own well-being.[For example according tmmplication.O Eliezer's mission involves anission.CHashem had told Avraham to settle ir
this interpretation, we do not need to provide oumique restriction.[JAvraham tells Eliezer that hbe land of Canaan and He had promised the lar
children with the tools they will need to make may not take Yitzchak with him.0OHe musto his descendents..]Hashem certainly did nc
reasonable living.OInstead, we should focusnvince the girl and her family to agree towant Yitzchak — Avraham'’s son — to abandon the
solely on the Torah and religious education of amarriage with a stranger in a far-off land.[Eliezénd of Canaaan.0JAnd surely, for Avraham to
children.C0We should have bitachon that if théy concerned with this restriction.[0He cautiogave descendants, Yitzchak must marry.
are truly devoted to the Torah, Hashem wh#vraham that it may be impossible to fulfill th&herefore, in order to fulfill His promise to
provide.[dThis interpretation of bitachon has evemission under this restriction.C0JBut Avrahamvraham, Hashem will aid Eliezer in his
become somewhat popular.0However, is thassures Eliezer that Hashem will aid him and iméssion.[1]
interpretation derived from the Torah or is it alienill be successful.CAvraham had bitachon! So, Avraham’s bitachon was based upon
to the Torah?O This week’'s parasha deal$lowever, itis important to consider Avraham’specific promise of Hashem.OOBecause Hasher

(continued on next page)
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had promised Avraham that his descendafezer seek a wife in Aram Naharayimévidence of Yitzchak's competence.[JSecond,
would inherit the land of Canaan, Avraham halraham stressed the geographical origins AWraham provided an excuse for Yitzchak's
bitachon that He would aid Eliezer in this missioritzchak’s future wife and Eliezer representegbsence.l Yitzchak wasesponible for the
— whose success was essential to the fulfillmeiraham as being concerned with family origingnanagement of a great estate and tremendot
of the promise.[] Now, it is clear that Eliezer's two deviations amgealth.0He could not leave his duties and
This is the first insight that our parasha providas least consistent.00First, he altered Avraharrésponsibilities.Cinstead, he sent his father's
on the nature of bitachon.[Bitachon is not basdilective and represented Avraham’s primafgithful and wise servant.
on a vague speculation regarding Hashem’s ptaomcern to be the family origin of the perspectiveBut Eliezer knew that although Avraham'’s plan
for us.0t is founded upon specific knowledge @fife.[(Next, he said that if Rivka’s family wouldvas brilliant, it was not ampletellAvraham’s
this plan.0Avraham was not just saying teot allow her to marry Yitzzchak, then there wepdan provided a compelling explanation for
Eliezer, “Be faithful to Hashem and He wilbther options within the family — the children ofitzchak’s absence.0dBut it did not completely
help."OHe was telling Eliezer that Hashem hadshmael or Lote.0 Of course, had Eliezeéemove suspicion.JWhy was Yitzchak seeking a
revealed His plan and that He is trustworthy arepresented Avraham accurately as wantingvée in a distant land?DWhat was wrong with the
will help fulfill it.JBut the parasha has an evewife for Yitzchak from Aram Naharayim, itwomen of Canaan?[ICould it be that the womer

more important insight regarding bitachon. would have made no sense to contend that he ¢laanaan — who could observe Yitzchak first-
0 the option of seeking a wife among the childrésand — would not marry him?0How would
0 of Yishmael or Lote.d0But why did EliezeEliezer account for being in Aram Naharayim?
“And now, if you intend to ad with kindness misrepresent his master's wishes? Eliezer decided that his best option was to

and truth towards my master Avraham,then  Eliezer and Avraham understood that Eliezeggpeal to the conceit of the girl's family and at
tell me.CANd if nat, tell me and I will turn to  mission would be difficult. [ He was to ask a githe same time let them know that he had othe
the right or left.” [({Beresheit 24:49) and her family to agree to a wedding with a maliernatives.[50, he told Rivka’s family that they
Eliezer arrives and Aram Naharayim antiey did not know and could not meet.Cinsteasigre special.[But there were other alternatives if
devises a plan to find the proper wife fdhe suitor was represented by his father's servaiiey were resistant.[lHe was saying, “Sure,
Yitzchak.Co The plan works so quickly andhevitably, this arrangement would arousétzchak can find a wife among the women of
completely that Eliezer recognizes that Hashersisspicion.[]Why was the potential groom n&@anaan.lJThose women would fall all over
providence is at work.OORivka is the divinelgoing his own bidding?CWhy was he sendingtemselves for the opportunity.[1But they aren’t
chosen wife for Yitzchak.OEliezer meets witrepresentative in his place? The obviogstting the opportunity.0] Avraham wants
Rivka’s family.[He explains his mission to thensuspicion would be that the groom was flawedsameone better for his son.CHe wagdsneone
He describes the test he devised and its wondrsoisie serious and obvious way.In order ftom his own family — your family.00That can be
success.[JHe asks the family to allow Rivka tmnceal this critical flaw, the suitor was sendingRivka.CBut hey![If you're not interested, that's
leave them and enter into marriage witlepresentative. How could this suspicion fiee.0rll just go visit Yishmael or Lote.”[1And
Yitzchak.OHe tells them that if they refuse, hevercome? Eliezer's plan worked!
will turn his right or left. (What does this phrase Our Sages explain that before sending EliezeNow, what is the point of this whole account?l
mean?[Rashi explains that Eliezer was telliog his mission Avraham turned over all of hi&vraham and Eliezer had bitachon.[TThe Torah
Rivka’s family that if they refused him, he wouldvealth to Yitzchak.OThen, he gave Eliezer tiells us that nonetheless, they devised an intricat
seek a wife from the children of Yishmael document that recorded the transaction.[3]CThald brilliant plan to find a wife for Yitzchak.
Avraham'’s son or Lote — Avraham’s nephew.[2add that when Eliezer spoke with Rivka's familjfhey did not assume that they could merely
According to Rashi’s interpretation Eliezer wase showed them this document.[4]DWhat was #xpect Hashem to provide.[OThey accepted upor
being less than truthful.0 Avraham hagurpose of this transaction?(t is obvious from tigemselves the obligation to do everything in
specifically told him to seek a wife from AranBages comments that Avraham felt that tteir power to find a wife.(DThey assumed that if
Naharayim.OHe had not told Eliezer that tfansference of his wealth to Yitzchak wouliiey made every possible effort then Hashem
unsuccessful, he should then attempt to findfagilitate Yitzchak's marriage.CJAnd Avrahamwould bring them success. But they must do
wife from among the children of Yishmael owanted Eliezer to provide evidence of thRverything in their power!
Lote.(In fact, he told Eliezer that if he did ndtansfer to the chosen girl's family.[But why wasWhat is the Torah’s concept of bitachon?C
succeed in his mission, then Avraham wouldis necessary?[lIf the objective was to imprédgshem will fulfill His promises.[But first, we
settle for a wife from Canaan.OWhy did Eliezehe girl and her family with Yitzchak’s wealth, imust do everything in our power to bring about
misrepresent Avraham’s directions? should have been adequate to point out thee fulfilment of these promises.CIOnly after we
But this is not the only misrepresentation th¥ttzchak was Avraham’s heir.CHe would inherfiave fulfilled our obligation are we entitled to
Eliezer made.[n recounting Avraham’s chargedd) of Avraham’s wealth.DWhy did Avraham feglely on Hashend
him, Eliezer made a key change.CJAvraham hiddvas necessary to transfer his wealth at this
commanded Eliezer to seek a wife in Aratme?
Haharayim.COAvraham did not specify that theApparently, Avraham was well aware of the
wife should be from his own family.CApparentlysuspicions that would be invited by Yitzchakid] Rabbaynu Shemuel ben Meir (Rashbam)
Avraham felt that the people of Aram Naharayiabsence.[He needed to provide an explanatio®ommentary on Sefer Beresheit 24.7.
were superior to those who lived in Cannan.[Baitleast some response.[His transfer of his wef#h Rabbaynu Shlomo ben Yitzchak (Rashi),
he did not insist on a family member.[Howeven Yitzchak served two purposes.[ First, @ommentary on Sefer Beresheit 24:49.
when Eliezer spoke with Rivka’s family, he tolgrovided an assurance that Yitzchak was[3 Rabbaynu Shlomo ben Yitzchak (Rashi),
them that Avraham had charged him with findingapable person.CJAvraham would not give to@bmmentary on Sefer Beresheit 24:10.
a wife for Yitzchak from his family.OEliezercontrol of his wealth to a fool![By transferring hig}] Rabbaynu Shlomo ben Yitzchak (Rashi),
made no mention of Avraham’s insistence thatoperty to Yitzchak, Avraham providedCommentary on Sefer Beresheit 24:36.
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Taken from “Getting It Straight” Practical Ideas for a Life of Clarity

Lying

DOUG TAYLOR & RABBI MORTON MOSKOWITZ

"What??22!1" was a stgeon and he
was saving your life?" §%
| almost shouted it, but thergaric Muzak That caught me off )
of waves and seagulls at the beach effectivglyard. Unsure how tCrriSermpmepsey R AR iy
swallowed my volume. | was skipping rockgeply, | stooped to pickes T i‘ ;' —_ ' s b
with my friend, the King of Rational Thoughtup a rock instead. —— ————
He tossed the stones, expertly making themYou see," he wen
dance like miniature ice skaters on the calom, "cutting flesh is a=
water. | tossed the stones, expertlparm. You bleed, you
demonstrating why major league basebaitk infection, then you
would never knock at myasr. We had beenhave to heal. Bul
talking about the importance of truth when smetimes you submi
startled me with what appeared to be a totally it to get a greate™o
out-of-character statement. benefit. Now lying is a<&
"I said,” he replied patiently, "thatharm. But what's the,.;-‘
sometimes a lie may be better than the truthHarm?" he asked. o
| stared at him, stunned. | chose to hangWell, it's trying to ==
around this man as often as possible becats@make reality to sui%;
of his unique insight into the nature of thinggour own desires," : :
Everything he taught me always made senseid, as another of my cannonballmouth and tried to engage my brain. "l guess |
But this? unceremoniously nose-dived into tivater. don't know what I'd do," | finally blurted out.
"It bothers you, doesn't it?" he asked. "You're right," he said. "For example, a child "Trust me," he smiled. "You'd lie. You'd lie
It sometimes bugs me when he seems torhay lie to avoid going to the doctor becaudecause you'd opt for the greater benefit; in
able to read my mind. But today it didnit's unpleasant. The child is relating to realithis case, saving innocent people's lives. The
matter.| was too blown away. like an authority; like he can change it. But tenly reason to lie is if the overall good is
"After all the discussions we've had abodbesn't see the big picture; tharger good. better than the harm done by the lie. But you
living in accordance with reality and truthPlus, the more he lies, the more he's nwve to carefully, and rationally, evaluate each
now you tell me it's better to lie?" | saiddealing with reality. He's moving toward aituation. That requiregaining. | can almost
exasperated. fantasy world and away from truth. No one iguarantee your emotions will try to convince
"Careful,” he said gently. "You'retheir right mind would want to do that. you to lie at times when it would be
exaggerating my statement. | said that'But," he said, turning to face me, "what i€onvenient for you, but not appropriate. And
sometimes a lie may be better than the truthe only way to save a life is to lie? Imagineemember, if you evaluaterrong, it's like

- E=

Look, I'll give you an example. Supposgou're in Nazi Germany during the Secorfthving sugery when you don't need it."

someone came and cut you up with a knil&lorld War. Say you're hiding Jews and the SS'"Well, speaking of training," | said,

How would you feel about it? Good or bad¥omes knocking at yourodr. Are you going recovering, "could you let me in on the secret

He flipped a gray stone across the Sound,lie or tell the truth?" of how you make those rocks skip so

somehow making it leap and jump like al have found few things in life moremagnificently?".

marionette. disconcerting than to think you've got it all "I can offer a hint," he replied with a straight
"Definitely bad," | replied. "In fact, I'd befigured out, only to have someone blow the lfdce.

pretty mad." off your beliefs. "What's that?"

"Okay," he said. "But what if that someone "Uh, |- uh, well-, I'd- uh-" | closed my "You might try using flat rocks O
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Deception
1N the

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Reader: Dear Mesora, to pretend she was his sister twice. Jacob

Why does our Holy Torah contain sut on animal skins, at his other Rebecca’s
many instances of deception? After beirzghest, to appear to be his brother Esav so
a student of the Chumash for many yeaess to obtain Isaac’s blessings. Jacob
I am left with a feeling of deceived Laban out of his flock. Rachael
misunderstanding. Whenever | concludestole an idol from her father Laban. Laban
Parsha that illustrates deception performéitked Jacob into marrying his daughter
by our Patriarchs, | cannot arrive at keah. Joseph'’s brothers tricked their father
positive explanation for its inclusion. | feelacob, to believe in Joseph’s death, by
that all that these illuminations ofhowing him Joseph’s blood stained coat.
deception do, is provide the Gentiles withoseph deceived his brothers in Egypt to
more ammunition to criticize the Jewisimake them believe he was the Viceroy of
people. Pharaoh.

While driving from Florida to New What really bothers me is the combined
York, | was listening to a sermon by affect of all of the above. Have we been
minister on the Parsha about Shechegiyen the Chumash as a “Book of
where Simeon and Levi deceived the mémstruction” on how to con our fellow
to undergo circumcision, then killed therman?
in their helpless state out of revenge for(l
their sister Dinah. “Look out for the tricky Mesora: Your question is very
Jews!” he was preaching. “Even in theimportant. At the core of Judaism, is our
own Bible we see how deceitful the Jefirm attachment and unmatched position
is!” Are these the same ministers whbeld by “honesty”. Only with honesty can
proclaim to be supporting Israel? Arentne learn: if we assume we know
‘they’ the ones being deceptive? something when it is not yet clear to «

Can you imagine how many listeners hminds, we deceive ourselves. But if
was reaching through this radio broadcas®&main truthful, we can say we dol
Can you imagine how much anti-Semitistknow, when we don’t. This humility ar
he was spreading? How much more hatenesty allows us to continue our see
does he vocalize from behind the closddr answers until we do in fact arrive
doors of his parish? We Jews must not bee. This is why honesty is tl
blind and naive to the claims of oucornerstone to Torah knowledge, and
neighbors, that they are not anti-Semitiknowledge. Without honesty, we cani
Our Holy Torah contains many exampldsarn, and we fail at our objective: to kni
of deceit, such as the serpent deceiviagd love God through His Torah. Hone
Eve into eating the fruit of the tree ofs demanded in all areas, and certai
knowledge. Abraham asked his wife Sarathen the very question posed is precis

(continued on next page)
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about that topic. was delusional, ant
However, we must distinguishcould harm matter$®s
between honesty in intellectuabf establishing th
pursuits, and between the honestywelve Tribes.
we engage in society. The Toraffhey  did i
does permit one to lie on raréunction out off =«
occasions, such as saving his lifsimple animosity. 1_#,_,
We only subject ourselves tqGod would notfl
death for the three sins otreate a nation fro
idolatry, adultery, and murder. Irbase individuals. )}
these cases we must suffer deathheir sale of Josep |
and not violate. But as for allwas due to thei
other prohibitions, only if thejudgment of
intent of our oppressor’sgreater good. But i* \
ultimatum is our public denial ofthis case, they
God’'s commands, do we violatesinned. They judged
instead of dying, as the Toralhnim as an adult
says, “Live by them” (thewhen he had not ygf
commands). The Rabbis clarifypbeen released fron
“Live by them and do not die bythe clutches of hig
them.” Thus, we are mandatethfantile emotions.ji
not to sacrifice our lives when(Rabbi Israel Chait
given an ultimatum to violate orSo  the  Torahf#s
die, except in the threeexposes the flawgy
mentioned. Therefore, lying isof deceit quite . ] . e
allowed to save one’s life. Thisclearly, but notk e : : T " e,
answers why Abraham asked higithout informing us of the otherwheat, he was Divinely permitteccharges stand that Benjamin stole
wife to say she was his sisteigood character traits of these Telo cause the second dream'’s trutthe viceroy’s cup and abandon
Abraham knew if he said Saraffribes. We learn anmiportant (stars, sun and moon bowing): hkim, or should we defend him?”
was his wife, the Egyptiandesson: the Torah does not hideas permitted by God throughOnly with an exact scenario is
would kill him to marry her. man’s flaws, and does nothese dreams to use the situatidnomplete repentance” achieved.
However, by lying and claimingcondone deceit of an impropeof the first dream - the famineThis was Joseph’s plan. Joseph
she was his sister, their desire f&ind, but exposes man’s sins sfwheat), to arrive at the secondvas also successful at breaking
Sarah would cause them to bribee may learn what is poordream - metaphysical superiorityhis father’'s attachment to
Abraham with wealth and famecharacter, as well as what ise., perfecting the through hiBenjamin in the process.
This was Abraham’s plan: toproper character. scheme. Joseph now realized thefowever, without these dreams,
obtain a public, respected status,What of Joseph’s deceiving hifie was condoned by God vidoseph had no right to place
whereby no one would harm hinbrothers, as Egypt's viceroyfhese dreams, to help perfect higthers in such straits. So Joseph
once they learned the truthfeigning he did not know thembrothers and his fathertoo was correct in his deceit, as it
(Rabbi Bernard Fox) This case iand fabricating his elaborateepresented in the dream asas demanded by God for the
an example where deceit isccusations, imprisoning Judaheavenly  spheres  bowingyreater good that the brothers and
permitted for saving a life. Butand forcing Jacob to relinquishoJoseph, or literally, Joseph’dacob become more perfected.
what of cases where a life is ndBenjamin in their care? How wasspiritual superiority over them.(Rabbi Israel Chait)
at risk? Is lying permitted? Joseph justified in placing suciHe was allowed to use the Jacob’s success increasing his
Regarding the snake that lied theartache on his father andccurrence of the first dreanshare while herding Laban’s flock
Eve, we read that God punishelrothers? A Rabbi once explaine(famine/wheat) to help perfecthrough his checkered rods was
it. Laban as well had no groundthat Joseph’'s previous twdhem, thereby realizing dream #20t a case of deceit, as here too,
for switching his promiseddreams (of the wheat bowing tgerfection (“heavenly” matters).he did so through prophetic
daughter. So both cases at@m, and the stars, sun and moaloseph successfully recreated thiestruction. But without such a
clearly violations of justice.bowing to him), was propheticidentical scenario when he wabBivine directive, it could have
Neither one was a Torah abidingermission. Joseph realized whesold, now embodied in thebeen deceit.
character. he saw his brothers bowing tdculprit” Benjamin. He did this to Earlier, Jacob  rightfully
When the brother’s lied to theithim in Egypt to purchase wheatforce his brothers to repent for hipurchased the birthright from his
father about Joseph’s death, that his previous dreams werewn sale to the Ishmaelitesbrother Esav. When Isaac was
was not a simple case oprophetic. He realized that Gogblacing Benjamin as a stand-igetting old, Rebecca instructed
kidnapping. Together, they hadhad given him those earliefor himself. The brothers werelacob to deceive his blind father,
discussed the matter of theiprophetic dreams, indicating, thatow faced with the exact samas she knew an outright exposure
young, seemingly egomaniacalvhen one dream comes true, i.edecision as when they soldf Esav’s true, evil nature would
brother, and concluded that hwhen his brothers would bow fodoseph: “Should we let thehreaten Jacob’s receipt of his

(continued on next page)
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rightfully owned blessings. InShechem according to the other
order that the patriarchaRabbiwas justified.
blessings were successfully Hillel and Shammai disputed
bestowed upon the true recipientyhether lying about the beauty jof
Rebecca told Jacob to lie. But wene’s bride is permissible. The
learn that this lie was for thevery dispute indicates that one
greatergood that Isaac blesses thiavored lying. Why? This is
true Torah personality, and nobecause there exists a greater goal
the evil son Esav. than honesty - in an individual

Rachel’'s theft of her father'scase. To lie to the groom, has
idols was intended to remove hinipeace” as its goal. This is in
from idolatry. Although Rachelorder to create the peaceful
went about her goal improperlybackdrop for a life of Torah,
(Laban was about to kill Jacobwhere a life pursuing truth may
his daughters and their childrenkgxist. Truth in an individual case
Rachel's desire that her fathemust be sacrificed, if truth for the
abandon idolatry was a propeperson’s greater life is to Qe
goal. secured. As a Rabbi once said,

Now, what about the minister'sshall we tell the truth to a child
accusation of the Jews based avho did something poorly and
the event at Shechem? Wenegretted his actions, if such|a
Simon and Levi justified intruth will devastate him at this
murdering the inhabitants forearly age? Of course not. A lielis
kidnapping and seducing theinot an inherently evil thing.
sister Dinah? The Rabbis disagregimilarly, if a killer demands
on their error. One Rabbi suggesfsom us the location of his target,

that their sin was limited towe must lie, saying we do np ]
T e e 'We congratulate President Bush and
“Vice President Cheney on their

directly involved in Dinah’s We must also know that

seduction: the violators aloneannot make determinations

were deserving of death, whilabout our own lying as the J

the others were not. Howeveforefathers had done. Unlike t JCCICCUOH to a S€COIld term. ThC
another view suggests that whepatriarchs and matriarchs, a-) d h b h .
one does not reprimand anothenow have a Torah system, whi resiaent nas been a staunch warrior
although not committing theoutlines precise laws for when . .

crime, he is equally guilty. Thusand where to act, in every matted 11 the ﬁght agalnSt terrorism and a
Simone and Levi were in factAdditionally, we are nowherg g

justified in killing all the males. near their level of perfection. esteadfast SUppOI’tCI‘ Of Israel n her
Another view is that Jacob’s sonsannot equate ourselves to sugh o o o .

had no right to enforce judgmenperfected individuals, with who cbattle agamst the Palestlnlan Intlfada.
on Shechem’s inhabitants. BuGod spoke, and designated as pyr . .

regardless of the view, what weaation’s leaders. May God blCSS hlm Wlth health,
learn is that a simple reading of In summary, the Torah demands . .

the Written Law, the Bible, as thidonesty in all areas of lifg .Strength and WlSdOm to enable hlm to
minister did, does not do justiceHowever, reason dictates a few .

to a Book which is accompanie¢ases wherein a lie must exist, aneet the Challenges Of thCSf: dlfﬁClllt
by the Oral Law, the essentiahs to achieve a greater goad.

second half. The minister readherefore, provided a lie is forsq 1911
verses without understandinghe ultimate goal of a Torah life, atlmCS. We express our apprec1at10n fOI‘

their true meaning, and arrived dte is permitted. A lie is no hlS understanding Of and dCVOtiOIl to

an erroneous conclusion. Had thisquivalent to that which is

minister followed the teachings ofnherently evil, such as idolatr :
the Rabbis and not his own mindadultery or murder, which i’the WCH belng Of the state Of ISI'ElCl.

which was lacking the Oral Law,never permitted under any 0
with the honesty of our Rabbis By reviewing these many cases,

who accuse Simon and Levi owe learn that the Torah does |in . d
wrongdoing. However, thefact expose when a lie is evil, but Rﬂb&z Rﬂl@gﬂ Mﬂ”” Rabbi
misleading information offered toit also teaches when it is corrd&t,. Rinar YZSI‘dé/,‘ P, /dm‘ZJZﬁQ), N}
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READERS RESPOND:

BOYCOTTING
FRANCE

AIDING
TERRORISTS

ﬁm
ON AIDING OUR ENEMI

Reader I: You would deny a dying manfully disagree with the late PM Rabin and todayt®t a friend to Jews, but we as Jews are suppose
medical care? This is one of the reasons whyls@eli government, that ‘gave way’ for thibe a light onto the nations, as Israel volunteered t
many people are “against the Jews.” Everybodplution’, yet, your call for a boycott could serveelp Iranian during a disastrous earthquake. W
knows that long after Arafat is gone, the suicid® other purpose than to further divide the worlstust reach outto our enemy, and at least show tt
bombings will continue as usual. He will remaih certainly will not bring peace and security favorld that indeed we are different. We are caring
just as ineffective a leader in death than he wadsirael any closer. Mhope that our wisdom will Beimans. If we were to take the stand that you ar

life. The problems in Israel go way, way beyorgironger than our outrage. suggesting, then why not ask, “With all the
Arafat. As a fellow Jew, | am starting to get turned-Yours sincerely, Ytzen chances that Israel has had to kill this man, why
off to the Jewish cause, especially seeing how did it not do so?” He is a terrorist just like Yassin

many Jews support Bush, and the meaningles®eader lll: Although there is no person in thavas. | say, let God take his course with Arafat anc
killing of innocent Iragi people. Enough is enoughiorld that | would love to see dead more thavith France. It does not bode well for Jews to be
already. Are we not taught to have compassiolwafat, | don't think that this is a wise campaigmondemning doctors for doing their job. The
We need to stand up and be leaders. Denyintmjared people are pitied and given aid irrespectifz@nous question, “If a terrorist is wounded, does
dying man medical care is hardly an admiralé who they are and what they represent. Yaam Israeli take him to a hospital for help from a

trait. protest would be viewed as a very extremidgwish doctor,or does he kill him?” | think we all
-Adant] perspective. This would only discredit anknow what the answer is: otherwise we would all
g protests that you would undertake in the futufze terrorists.

Reader II: Dear Sir, | am shocked and appalleédou should be protesting the fact that France doe€harly Hazan
by your call for a boycott of France. Denying ot protect the Jewish Community from violencell
person to die in a hospital in my view is immoraind makes no effort to apprehendpkepetrators Response by Rabbi Moshe Ben-ChainThen
One may call for his arrest and prosecution, rmftthe violence. As a result, France is seen abksappose if Arafat were to be healed and then hi
for denying treatment. This is against any beliedmplacent corroborator with those involved Epntinued bombings killed your wife or child, that
and morality of the civilized world. Not becaus€errorism and Anti-Semitism which fuelghis would be an acceptable outcome of healing
of the morals of the enemy, but because of @dditional Anti Semitic activities. -David Skurnik this murderer? If you would study our Torah, you
own morals. | am convinced that most Jews dd&Reader IV: | am sorry but | disagree with youwould learn of God's code of morality, and
not share your view. | do respect your right fupsition in this matter. It is no secret that Franceaigandon your own, self-destructive notions. Goc

tinued t
(continued on next page) Page 11
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(Aiding our Enemies continued from previous page) Letters

instructed Saul to kill the wicked king Agagemotons. God created life, and only He mayersonnelvould be held accountable for allowing
When he violated God’'s command, he wascide who earns continued life, or death. Stukyn to die, or even more proactively, carrying out
dethroned, replaced by King David whélis word if you wish to know the truth. what the Leftist, Secular Israeli government has
slaughtered many enemies of the Jews. Godou must also get your argument straight: lileen afraid to carry out against Arafat and have
condoned King David's actions. There is a tindews are a light unto the nations, then they canimatl the chance to do for a considerable amount ¢
when we not only wish for another to die, but veeek approval from them. This would mean wiene. For the record, allowing
must kill him with our own hands. These atellow “their” morality, as opposed to teaching Arafat to simply die on his own may be more
God's words. To be a true Jew, one must adh€wed's truths. humane treatment than he deserves and may eve
to God’'s commands, not to his own sympathiesn fact, Judaism asks Jews to celebrate whebeaantithetical to the Torah, which commands us
and fabricated morality. We need noapproval wicked person like Arafat dies. Why is this® take an active, not a passive role in shaping th
people whose ideas contradict God.[ Doesn't God desire thepentane of the wicked? world. Obviously, given the choice between exile
O Of course He does. But if one did not repent, ed being "allowed" to die in an Israeli hospital,
Reader V: Although | am far from a believer indied as an evil person. There is no changing Hi chose not to be a fortuitous addition to the
the ideas of Arafat, | believe that to condenpost mortem. But the command to celebrate mgpwing list of Palestinian terror leaders justifiably
those who would give medical care is wrong. Wraave a deeper meaning then simply rejoicikdjed.
as Jews cannot be so high minded that we wowlaen evil in vanquished. It may be that the Toralit is entirely appropriate to boycott a nation,
deny treatment that is offered when someone iskithows very well that man has the emotion of pityhich has historically been an enemy of Jews
We can argue the ideas and condemn the man8nid emotion is most dangerous when appliedworldwide and has not demonstrated any
his movement. However, to want to bring actioose like Arafat. In order to correct man frorsemblance of backbone in other recent trials. Are
against those who would provide medical careatowing his pity to keep alive those who woulthey truly weak or do they have another more
not good thinking. | think that this message showill others, the Torah demands that we make sinister agenda? Regardless, what do we have 1

be rethought. -Tom outward expression of celebration. Thereby, wgain in any alliance with a country, which does
a accustom our emotions in action, to realign themot learn that appeasement of tyrants has neve
Response by Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim:with truth. been to their benefit, economically, politically, or

“Caring human beings” refers to those who act tdt is both alarming and understandable, thatherwise? Imagine if the Allied Forces had found
save lives of the innocent. So care shown tavdhout the study of Torah - God’s words - manHitler wounded during the closing days of WWII.

murderer is foolish. We are only a “light unto theeasoning is inherently flawed, and quité/ould there be anyone insisting that he be nurse
nations”, when we display God’s will, not oudangerous to himself and others. back to health other than to enjoy a well deservec
own. Part of educating the world on God's Torah] execution? Make no mistake - Arafat is no better,
is to teach when it is proper that a man be killedReader VI: WE HAVE NOT BOUGHT but then the French simply laid down to Hitler

As | mentioned above, | am certain you would opANYTHING FRENCH FOR TWO OR MORE without a fight. Perhaps they harbored many of
to kill Arafat, rather than to see him murder yofEARS AND WE ASK ALL OUR FAMILY the Reich's beliefs and wished to be a part of
child. Well, other parents have children too, akdND FRIENDS TO DO SO TOO. KEEP UPHitler's "thousand year plan”. Old habits die hard,

those children must not be lighter in your ey@$lE GOOD WORK. and so should Arafat. As far as the French are
than your own. Treating Arafat would have O concerned, we must boycott those who harbor
enabled him to kill your children. Reader VII: Rabbi Ben Chaim, Your positionsuch ideologies, and indeed terrorists.

God’'s Torah demands the death penalty fera sound one and | wholly support your effort.-Nolan M. Gisser
those like Arafat. “Reaching out to our enemy” &he French give us yet another reason to boycoff
you suggest, is foolish, and not God's idea of hdleir nation unilaterally. To the readers who mayResponse by Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim:
man will survive. And to answer your question, dbject to this boycott, | wonder if they also objedhank you for your words and efforts.
I chanced upon a terrorist, requiring medictl the assassinations of Palestinian terror leadehs summary, as we watch Arafat's health decay
attention or not, | would most certainly kill him, t@ver the last year, which has yielded a downtwand die, if he hasn’t yet as you read this, | urge al
save others, like your own child. If you feel thétt homicide attacks. Of those objecting living iof you who sense any feelings of pity, or any
killing a terrorist makes one a terrorist himsethe USA, should we also show such compassietuctance to rejoice | Arafat's death, to rethink
you have a corrupt idea of God's will to béor Bin Laden when he is found? What's th@ur motives and values. You must weigh with
enforced against our enemies. difference between the two? "Bleeding Heartslear objectivity, both sides of the scale: consider

There are a few responses to be applied to dinel liberals are usually rife with double standartiee deaths and torment he has single-handed!
evil of our enemies. At times, we offer them ttia their illogical, emotion based, yammerings.  delivered to thousands of Jewish families; think of
chance to live via a Torah ultimatum. But at times;The Torah does indeed justify the preemptitlee kindergarten children who died at his hands;
with those who have committed atrocities &dlling of one who would (and has) risen ughe mothers with their daughters gunned down a
Arafat has done, there is but one response: deatfainst you. At least the largely Seculaoint blank range; the numerous, crippled Israelis
These are God's words in His Torah. mainstream government has gotten that one rigktho will never walk again due to limb loss; those

As Jews, the “light unto nations”, we must beWhy did Arafat choose to go to France rathblinded by nail-laden bombs. Imagine their pain.
ever so careful not to fall prey to a societythan remain in Israel? In spite of the fact that hmagine the father's and mothers who still mourn
emotions and cultural views, attempting to gaimould not be allowed back into the country shoutiver their children years later, and the orphans
their favor. The sentiments voiced by the readés survive, as well as the advanced level who desperately miss their murdered parents
above display just how distorted the Jewish viewedical care available in Israel, he chose to gkw, imagine a life without Arafat.May he and all
has become. This is primarily an outgrowth of tieatment in country who's Anti-Israel, Antitike him perish, and cursed are those who offer
Jewish nation abandoning Torah study, a@mitic positions are well known! | suppose &y aid whatsoever to ruthless killers, starting with
mimicking other peoples who live by theifelt safer there. | don't believe any Israeli medidake Frenchd

Page 12




Volume IV, No. 5...Nov. 5, 2004 J()\\’ig] ﬂimes www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

How w As expose the Baal worshippers as liansnderstanding. Man must be just,
and display God as the One, truand to do so, he must understand the

God. Therefore, Elijah was perfectlyheories behind true justice. God's
in line with this Torah institution, very words admit of this need for
and with the most central of allman to understand justice: “For |
Torah ideas: God's existence ankhow, in order that he (Abraham)
exclusive reign over all. Similarly,commands his sons and his
when the Rabbis committed the Ordlousehold after him, and he will
Law to writing, for fear that it would guard the path of God, to do charity
be lost, their suspension of thand justice...” (Gen. 18:19) With
prohibition to write the Oral Law this verse, God teaches that justice is

’ was again, for God’s system, and something, which must be made
J USTI FIED °® praiseworthy act. available to the human mind, for the
But this institution, of course,purposes of “doing”, and
cannot apply to God. So was Gottommanding others”. Abraham
just in demanding Abraham to killalso knew this, and therefore

Reader: Dear Rabbi Ben Chaim: little suspicious that God had givervhen killing was already prohibitednquired.
This is the first time | write him an order explicitly against arhe answer is of course, “yes”. God Regarding how the death of Isaac
regarding an article of the magazinenitzvah that He had imposed for theuspended the law not to kill, anevould be a good, Abraham admitted

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

which | enjoy very much. whole humanity? Abraham was now bound to followthrough his silence that he couldn't
| read your comments about | would appreciate an answer iGod’s new directive to slaughteapproach the methods of God's
Akedat Yitzhak in response to somgou have one. Isaac, given to Abraham alone. Gogerfection, although they carry many
of the readers’ questions. While they O was not uprooting the prohibition fobenefits. This area is the matter of
were interesting, | have not found Thanks, Deborah Srour-Politis  mankind, but for Abraham alone!perfection”, not justice. “How”
anywhere, an explanation to the [ We learn this: the Torah institutiolGod's commands perfect us, and the
following: Mesora: You asked how Godof “Ais laasos”- a principle that Godfact that we must obey Him, are not
Children sacrifices were commorcould give a law not to kill, and thercommands man - is employed iareas in which the human mind may
on the time of Avraham. He left Urinstruct Abraham to kill Isaac. Youcharacter by God as well. contend. As creatures, we must

Kasdim to really start a new religiorsuggest this is a contradiction. The philosophy behind thisfollow our Creator's commands.
and not perpetuate the old and wrordowever, it is not. God’s given lawsprinciple is that the Torah make®Questioning is not applicable. And,
ways. In addition, and this is thare “for mankind”, not obliging Godrequirements that can only address commands designed by God's
most puzzling, God had alreadyo adhere: God is not governed bmost cases, but not all cases. Therengssdom, we cannot say, “l will
given the 7 laws for the Bnei Noaclis laws. These social laws are failso the need to address individusllow them, only once | understand
that forbid killing another humanour perfection. God knows what magircumstances with the temporarthem.” Our understanding will not
being. Nowhere, in the whole Torahrequires to reach the best, societslispension of fixed laws. Inaffect the benefit and obligation of
we have God asking someone to diate, and individual perfectionAbraham'’s case too, God demandellese laws. Regarding Abraham’s
something against a law that haHowever, this is on a societal levethat circumstances be treatedrcumcision, Ibn Ezra commented
already been given. We even say thatt do these laws demand that atifferently, for an eternally importanton God's words, “Walk before Me
the patriarchs/prophets fulfilled theaberration would be unjust? Torah concern: mankind must learand be perfect” (Gen. 17:1): “That
613 mitzvot! (Even if they didn't, Even in the Torah's framework, inust how far an individual can andou should not ask, ‘why do
such as Yaakov marrying 2 sistershich God is not subject, there is amust go in his devotion to hiscircumcision’.”"DOWhat does Ibn Ezra
and Moshe being the son of a Toralmstitution of “Ais laasos”, “a time Creator. mean that “being perfect” requires
forbidden marriage — but for theséor action”. This institution enabled Regarding Jacob marrying twaAbraham not to ask, “why
we say that the Torah had not bedtlijah on Mount Carmel to offersisters, and Moses’ father marryingircumcise?” | believe lbn Ezra
given yetl) sacrifices when they were prohibitechis aunt, Ramban (Gen 26:5§aches this very idea, that man may

In addition, we see the shockinghrough this institution, we learnexplains how these were not Torahot make his understanding the
contrast between Abraham’s attitudnat the Torah recognizes andiolations, as he holds that Abrahamdetermining factor for Torah
on the destruction of Sodom and theondones the need for tempor&hew the Torah through prophecyadherence. Man must adhere to what
Akedabh. In the first, Abraham pleadsuspension of laws, provided, thaind thus, his descendants would niois Maker commands, even though
vehemently with God, to spare theuch suspensions conform to théolate its laws. he may lack understanding. This was
cities. On the second request, (havirgntire’ injunction: “A time to do for  Finally, you asked why AbrahamAbraham'’s situation as well. He may
in mind that it was against a law s&bod, His Torah may be profaned.ihquired of the destruction ofnot have known how slaughtering
forth by God) he does not sayhis means that when the goal odom, but did not question thésaac was a perfecting act, but he
anything?! How could he be sursuch suspensions of laws is targetedmmand to Kkill Isaac. A Rabbknew that God is just, and that
that it was God ordering him toat the overall support for God'sonce explained that Abraham knewomehow, this act was proper. He
sacrifice his son and not SatanPorah, “A time to do for God”, only he could learn God's justicesoon learned how his devotion was a
Didn't he think that receiving such ahen may a law be temporarilyegarding Sodom, so he inquiredhecessary teaching for future
request at least warranted sonseispended, “His Torah may be&Justice” is an area that, bygenerations, instructing all others in
checking on his part? Wasn't he profaned.”[TThis was Elijah’s goal: tadefinition, must comply with man’sthe Love of GodIl
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encounter with Rebeccdpubled in the
Torah, whle many of the central
commands of the Torah are only given by
way of hints.”

This is a truly perplexing statement, as we are
all of the opinion that that which is most central
in the Torah are God'’s words. How then can a
servant's words, even a servant of Abraham, be
more precious to God? Was not the Torah
given for the sake of the commands?

[How do we approach such a question?

The first step is to note what is being
compared, as the quote of Rabbi Acha is one of
comparison. We find that “speech” is
compared to “Torah”, and “servant” is
compared to “Patriarchs’ offspring”. In both
comparisons, what generates our guestions is
that the latter appears obviously more
important: Speech does not outweigh Torah,
and servants do not outweigh Israelites, (in the
capacity that Israelites must keep the Torah as
the world's teachers.)

[ would suggest a central lesson is being
taught by Rabbi Acha. He intends to draw our
attention to God’'s estimation of personal
charater. He first teaches, that which the Torah
repeats is done so for emphasis of its
importance. Based on this rule, Eliezer’s words
must be more important than the Torah's
commands. But how so?!

u [ believe the one ifierence between the
Patriarchs and ourselves, is that they followed
God out of an internal realization of God’s
truth, with no externally imposed system. Even

the speech of the Patriarchs is replete with
wisdom, and their attachment to God included
no coercion. The Midrash says, “At Sinai, God

i s held that mountain over our heads
commanding us in the Torah's observance, and
if we refused this obligation, He would drop
the mountain on us, and there would be our
graves.” This Midrash is of course metaphoric.
But it teaches that the event of Sinai carried

- such clear proof of God's existence, that His
commands were undeniably emanating from
the Creator, one Who we would be foolish to
ignore. Our acceptance of the yoke of Torah
was in a manner, coerced.

Mot so the Patriarchs. They all came to a
knowledge and service of God on their own.

This is much more precious to God. The

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM Rashi's commentary on Gen, 24:42: Megilla reads, “They arose and accepted that
which they already accepted.” This is referring

“Rabbi Acha said, ‘Mre pleasant is to the Jews’ re-acceptance of the Torah out of

the speech of the servants of thave, as opposed to their Sinaic acceptance ou
Patriarchs before Godthan the Torah of fear.Again, we are pointed to the concept

(commandspf their children,aswefind that adherence has levels. Greater than one

Eliezer's account (describinghis who is commanded, is one who arrives at the

(continued on next page)
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truth using his own mind. True, there ig al his camels.”
statement of the Rabbis, “One commanded i&llow me to focus your attention on a
greater than one who is not.” But this does| mmbblem, “...she went down to the well, she
mean ‘greater’ in every way. This latiefilled her pitcher, and then ascended. And the
Rabbinical statement, once elucidated byservant (Eliezer) ran to grewmtr..” Pause here
Rabbi, means that when one is commandegfdiea moment. What strikes you?
has more to conquer and is greater. He musivhat strikes me as | read this is one
fight the additional desire to rebel againguestion, “Why the delay?” There must have
“obligations”. One with no obligations, bubeen at least ten minutes which passed as “sh
who observes Torah, is great. But suchwent down to the well, she filled her pitcher,
person has not conquered his rebellioaad then ascended.” It is clear that time passed
instincts. But here we discuss only the sphefet Eliezer did not budge. His latter sentiment
of “conquering his instinct”. A totallyifierent| not to delay bringing Rebecca back to Isaac
guestion than our topic, “adherence to God'}. teaches that he was not wasting time. So if he
More pleasant is the speech of the servastv her appear as he finished his prayer, why
of the Patriarchs before God, than the Torahdifl he not approach her at that very moment?
their children.” This teaches that lov&Vhy did he wait until “she went down to the
supersedeér.Our ultimate goal in life is natwell, she filed her pitcher, and then
“fear” of God, but rather the “love” of God: theascended?”
attachment to His knowledge through a trudllet us better formulate the question: What
appreciation for the Source of all reality, |awas there to gain by waiting until Rebecca
attachment to Him. This is love of Gdl. filled her pitcher? We can refine this question

Re

Eliezer
Testin

€C

further, “In searching for a woman with the
best qualities, what did Eliezer feel he would
Eliezer was sent by his master Abraham lsarn by waiting for Rebecca to fill her
find a wife for Isaac, Abraham’s son. Higitcher?” The answer is now apparent. Eliezer
swore to find a wife from Abraham’s familydesired to learn how far Rebecca would go in
Eliezer reached Aram Naharayim and stoppleer kindness. As Eliezer waits until Rebecca
at the well, one location where people meet. dews her own water, her offer is all the more
prayed to God that He should send himgaacious than if she would draw the water
woman who would not only respond the higowingly for another.When one works for
request for his own water, but a woman winerself, there is a connection with the object of
would initiate hospitality in the form oftheir lator. To part with water drawn for
watering his camels as well, without request. herself, Rebecca would display a higher level
O of kindness. For this reason, Eliezer waited
“And it as that he had even finishedintil she drew the water - for herself - and only
speaking (to Godpehold Rebecca camethen, asked for it. He intended to see if she
out, ban to Besualethe son of Milka, would part with water she drew for herself. We
wife of Nachorthe brother of Abrahamsee that not only did Eliezer respond to
and her with her pitcher on herAbraham’s request, but he thought into the best
shoulder”. (Gen. 24:15) manner of responding to hisasterlronically,
O Eliezer's own perfection mirrors Rebecca’s, as
Of course Eliezer had no knowledge of hérey both responded to requests as best the!
lineage, but the Torah teaches how Gaduld. Simply responding to a request in kind
prepares most efficiently for the righteous. Tlig not reflective of a high caliber individual.
prayer was not even complete, yet the respoiiée righteous are perfected. They see a need
was already at hand. and think into the best way to respond. This
(What happens next catches one’s eye, “...shay very well explain why Eliezer formulated
went down to the well, she filled her pitchehis approach to Rebecca as he did. He too
and then ascended. And the servant (Eliezeg)took of the very kindness he sought in a
ran to greet her and said, ‘let me sip pleasanate for Isaac.
little water from your pitber. And she said, [Notice, Eliezer's request was “let me sip
‘drink my master’, and she rushed and togltease, a litle water from your pitcher”. He
down the pitcher from her shoulder and gaasked for a little, and received much. Not only
him to drink. And when he finished drinkingdid Rebecca give of her own, but she gave
she said ‘I will also draw for your camels untinore than requested of her, and she gave all h
they finish drinking’. And she rushed andeeded, even though it meant watering all his
emptied her pitcher into the trough, and she reemels, and did so with speed, again, to
yet again to the well to draw, and she drew faccommodate as best she cdlid.
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