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today as we transmit Passover 
traditions and fundamentals?
The clues are in the verses.
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The Seder
aban Gamliel said, “Anyone 
that does not discuss these 
three things does not 

fulfill one’s obligation.  And these 
are the things:  the Pesach sacri-
fice, Matzah, and Marror.”  
(Hagaddah of Pesach)

-

-

“And you shall say, ‘This is the 
Pesach sacrifice to Hashem who 

passed over the 
homes of Bnai Yisrael 
when He struck 
Egypt and our homes 
He saved.’  And the 
nation bowed and 
prostrated itself.” 
(Shemot 12:27)

-

The Seder

(continued on next page)
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“And you shall eat the flesh (of the Pesach) on 
this night roasted by fire and with Matzah and 
Marror you should eat it.”  (Shemot 12:8)

“And you should tell to your son” One might 
think that the mitzvah can be fulfilled from the 
beginning of the month.  The Torah tells us, “On 
that day.”  If one was only told that the mitzvah 
must be fulfilled on that day, one might think that 
it can be fulfilled before nightfall.  The Torah 
tells us “For the sake of this.”  “For the sake of 

this” only applies at the time the Matzah and 
Marror are placed before you.”  (Hagaddah of 
Pesach)

-

-

-

-

Passover
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The 10 Plagues

The 10 Plagues

The 10 Plagues
Moving past our astonishment at these miracles, many lessons await to be discovered...

xod. 7:1-5: “And God said to Moses, ‘Recog-
nize, I have positioned you as a judge to 
Pharaoh, and Aaron your brother will be 

your prophet. You speak all that I command you, and 
Aaron your brother will speak to Pharaoh to send 
the Children of Israel from his land. And I will 
harden Pharaoh’s heart, [1] and I will increase My 
signs and My wonders in the land of Egypt. And 
Pharaoh will not listen to you, and I will place My 
hand to Egypt and I will take out My hosts, My 
people the Children of Israel from the land of 
Egypt with [2] great judgments. And Egypt will 
know that I am God when I stretch forth My hand 
on Egypt and I take out the Children of Israel from 
their midst.”

-
-

-

(continued on next page)

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

BLOOD: The 1st Plague
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The Nile River
Inanimate, yet deified, 
Egypt’s first lesson 
addressed their concept 
of deities.
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The 10 Plagues

Exod. 10:1-2: “God said to Moses, ‘Come to 
Pharaoh because I have hardened his heart and the 
heart of his servants in order [1] that I place these 
signs of Mine in his midst. And in order to speak in 
the ears of your son and your grandson that which 
I have [2] mocked Egypt, and My signs which I have 
placed in them, and they shall know that I am God.”

-

-

-
-

Questions on the Loss of Repentance

(continued on next page)

FROGS: The 2nd Plague
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The 10 Plagues

-

-
-

The Plagues’ Purpose: A Point of No Return

Hardening of Pharaoh’s Heart

Ramban: Preventing Ungenuine Repentance
-

-

(continued on next page)
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The 10 Plagues

Maimonides: Free Will and a Hardened Heart - a 
Contradiction?

-

-

-

-

-

(continued on next page)
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LICE: The 3rd Plague



If we call, 
He will answer...
and answer all

The 10 Plagues

Sforno

-

-

-

For further reading of the original sources, see Maimonides’ “Laws 
of Repentance”, chapters V and VI; Maimonides’ introduction to 
Ethics of the Fathers, the “Shmoneh Perakim”, Chapter VIII, and 
sources noted herein.

“And the Egyptians dealt ill with us, and 
afflicted us, and laid upon us hard bondage. And we 
cried unto the LORD, the God of our fathers, and 
the LORD heard our voice, and saw our affliction, 
and our toil, and our oppression.”

-

If we call, 
He will answer...
and answer all
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Idolatry
Animated gods, Egypt’s 
next lesson detached 
them from the species 
they felt favored them.

Idolatry
Animated gods, Egypt’s 
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they felt favored them.

MIXTURE: The 4th PlagueMIXTURE: The 4th Plague
A mixture of dangerous species...why a mixture?

What is lost if a single species attacks?

(continued on next page)

“And God said to Moses, ‘Arise in the morning and 
stand before Pharaoh as he goes to the river and ay to 
him, ‘Send My people that they will serve Me. For if you 
do not send My people, behold, I will send unto you, 
unto your servants, and unto your people and into your 
homes the Mixture [of wild animals] and the Mixture 
will fill the houses of Egypt and also the land that 
they are on. And I will distinguish on that day the land 
of Goshen on which My people stand, that there will be 
no Mixture, in order that you shall know that I am God 

in the midst of the land. And I will place a salvation 
between My people and between your people: 
tomorrow this sign shall occur.’ And God did so, 
and the Mixture came heavy [on] Pharaoh’s house 
and his servants’ homes, and [in] the entire land 

of Egypt the land was destroyed due to the 
Mixture. And Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and 

said, ‘Go sacrifice to your God in the land’. And Moses 
said, ‘This is not proper to do so, for it is an abomination 
to Egypt to sacrifice to God our God; for behold, if we 
sacrifice the abomination of Egypt in front of their 
eyes, will they not stone us? A journey of three days we 
will travel in the desert and we will sacrifice to God 
our God as He has told us.’ And Pharaoh said, ‘I will send 
you and you will sacrifice to God your God in the 
desert, however, do not travel too far, pray for my 
sake.’ And Moses said, ‘Behold I will exit from you, and I 
will pray to God to remove the Mixture from Pharaoh, 
from his servants and from his people tomorrow, 
however, let Pharaoh not lie, not sending the people to 
sacrifice to God.’ And Moses went out from Pharaoh and 
prayed to God. And God did as Moses’ word, and He 
removed the Mixture from Pharaoh, from his servants, 
and from his people…not one was left. And Pharaoh 
hardened his heart also this time, and he did not send 
the people.”

-

-

The 10 Plagues



The 10 Plagues
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Moses’ Role

Purpose of Prophets

-

Animal Behavior
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The 10 Plagues

BOILS: The 6th Plague
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BOILS: The 6th Plague
What element in skin boils incapacitated the astrologers
from standing before Moses?  Boils don’t affect muscles... 

(continued on next page)

nd the astrologers could not stand before 
Moses because of the boils; for the boils 
were on the astrologers and all of Egypt." 

(Exodus 9:11)

-

-

Let the Words Talk

-

How God Teaches Us

Demoted
Unwarranted status 
received by astrologers
required reversal. 

Demoted
Unwarranted status 
received by astrologers
required reversal. 
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-

-

-

Leaders: For Study, not Deification

-

-

-

Summary

The 10 Plagues



The 10 Plagues

HAIL: The 7th Plague
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(continued on next page)

HAIL: The 7th Plague
Moses enlightens Pharaoh that God designed Hail

around Pharaoh’s personality flaw... “learn and live Pharaoh”

The Heavens
As Rabbi Israel Chait 
taught, Egypt also deified 
the skies and was in 
terror of eclipses and 
heavenly phenomenon. 
God therefore displayed 
His exclusive control 
over the heavens.

The Heavens
As Rabbi Israel Chait 
taught, Egypt also deified 
the skies and was in 
terror of eclipses and 
heavenly phenomenon. 
God therefore displayed 
His exclusive control 
over the heavens.



-

-

-

-

The 10 Plagues
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“If you continue to subjugate my people and do 
not send them, I will cause it to rain at this time 
tomorrow, an exceedingly great hail that there 
was never like it in Egypt from the day it was 
established, until now.” (Exod. 9:17,18)

“And the hail was fire mixed inside the hail, 
exceedingly great, there was never like it in all 

the land of Egypt, from the time it became a 
people.” (Exod. 9:24)

Perspective

-

-

-

-

HAIL: MY People, MY Land

16

(continued on next page)

HAIL: MY People, MY Land

How God addresses man’s 
last line of defense

The 10 Plagues



The 10 Plagues

External & Internal Worlds

-

The Psyche

-



RABBI ISRAEL CHAIT
Written by a student

-
-

(continued on next page)
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-
-
-

-

-

-

Two Forms of Haggadah
-

(continued on next page)
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The Mah Nishtanah

-

-

-
-
-
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the
SignificAnce
     of BReAd
the
SignificAnce
     of BReAd

-

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIMRABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

(continued on next page)
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(continued on next page)

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-



Passover

24

(continued on next page)

-

-

-

-

-

-

Bread!
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“then I passed you by and saw you wallowing in your blood 
and I  said to you ‘in your blood you shall live’, I said to you ‘in 
your blood shall live’[3].”

“I passed by you and saw you and behold, your time was the 
time of love; and I spread the hems of my garment over you and 
covered your nakedness; and I took an oath to you and entered 
into a covenant with you … and you became mine[4]”.

-

27
(continued on next page)



“I covered you with silk, I decked you with ornaments, I put 
bracelets on your hands and a necklace around your necks.[5]”

“You decked yourself with gold and silver, and your garments 
were linen, silk, and embroidery; you at fine flour, honey and 
oil.[6]”

“You became exceedingly beautiful and you become fit for 
royalty. Your fame went forth among the nations for your beauty, 
for it was perfect, through My splendor which I placed upon you 
–the word of the Lord Hashem Elohim[7]”

“Then you took your sons and your daughters whom you begot 
for Me, and these you slaughtered them to devour. Was your 
harlotry so trivial that you slew My children and gave them 
away by passing them over before [your idols]?[8]”

“And with all of your abominations and your harlotries you 
did not remember the days of your youth, when you were naked 
and bare.[9]”

“Then, behold I stretched out My hand against you, and 
diminished your allotment; Then I delivered you to the whim of 
those who hate you, the daughters of the philistines who were 
ashamed of your lewd ways.[10]”

           
“…They will bring up an assemblage against you, they will 

pelt you with stone & pierce you with their swords; they will burn 
down your houses in fire and they will execute judgments against 
you before the eyes of many women.[11]”

“But I will remember My covenant with you in the days of your 
youth and I will establish for you an everlasting covenant… and 
you will know that I am Hashem[12]”

28
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“then I passed you by and saw you wallowing in your blood 
and I  said to you ‘in your blood you shall live’, I said to you ‘in 
your blood shall live’.”

-

“I bathed you with water and I washed away your blood[14]”

-

-

Ariel can be reached at alllevi@yahoo.com
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