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Parashas
Tazria

RABBI BERNARD FOX

" Speak to Bnai Yigrad and say
that when a woman conceives and
gives hirth to a boy, she shall be
ritually uncean for seven days, just
as she is unclean during the
separation caused by
mengruation." (VaYikra 12:2)

Our parasha introduces 4
elaborate dicussion of the laws
governing ritual impurity — tumah

(continued on page 3)

The Punishment of

Leprosy

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

The Torah teaches of the
punishment of lepros or
Tzaraas, which visits a person g
account of his speakiny_ashon
Hara", derogatory remarks
concerning another. Leprosy
visits the person in stages. A
first, leprosy attaches itself to th
person's home. Ifthe person
heeds the warning and repents,
is gone. If not, it excels towards
the person's garments. Again, i
one repents, it is gone. If not, if
finally attaches to the person’
body.

What is the purpose of this
progression, and why thes
objects? Additionajl, the Torah
statesthat for one to be atoned,
one must bring two birds, one ig
slaughtered, and its blood i
caught in a bowl. The live bird ig
dipped therein along with §
branch of hyssop and myrtle, an
the live, bloodied bird is now set
free over an open field. "mida k'neged mida" (measure foconcern himself with others, as

On the surface, this seemmeasure) works in this case, wihis doesn't effect his self
barbaric, or at the leastmust first understand the crimeestimation. Being  secure,
unintelligible. However, as weSpeaking derogatorily againsanother's level has no effect on
know God is the Designer of thanother has at its source, thehis status. What then is the
Torah, and "all its ways aredesire for self affirmation of one'semedy for this egomaniac type
pleasant", there must be a rationgreatness. An insecure person witlf personality? To diminish his
explanation for these requiredisually be found degradingmagined grandeur with a dose of
practices, and for the objects usasthers. In his mind, he know feelslienation. Part of the need to

i

nin attempting to correct thehigher in comparison to theelevate oneself is the desire to be
personwho spoke viciously. ridiculed party. A secure loved by others. When this cannot
In order to understand howndividual however, will not be, as a leper is banished outside

(continued on next page)
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activity of a home. We arerged
not to place too much
importance on our dress, a
therefore are commanded
wear tzitzis, fringes. Clothing
again is an area where peo
derive identiy, as people wear
different styles to expres
themselves. Lastl but most
the camp of the Israelites, he islosely tied to our self identity i
faced with the fact that he is nobur bodies. One is most effect
the greatimage he conjured, andwhen something happens to h
hemust eat his words of scorn. body, even if no pain is sufferec
God however tries to avoidThis is due to our false
the worst by hinting to the definition of what "man" is
personthat he has done wrong. Society tells us man equals |
God doesn't send leprosy to thbody. The Torah tells us th
body first. He initially uses otherman equals intellect and love ¢
vehicles with which the personGod. Hence, we are command
identifies, viz., his home, and higo wear tefilin. A reminder
clothing. God commences withplaced on our bodies that v
the home, as this is furthershould not invest too mug
removed from the person, butvorthhereeither.
related enough to him so as to These three, the hom
awaken him. There's somethinglothes, and body are the thr
distasteful in him that he shouldnain areas where one identifie
delve into. If the person isand thus, the three areas wh
obstinate, God sends the leprosgod saw it fit to place reminde
to a closer object, his garmentsthat God alone should be W
This is more closely tied to one'sve depend on.
identity, and is more effective.

The Punishment of

Leprosy

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

(continued from page 1)

Returning to the parsha, whaprohibits

the Torah to make ‘fences' for
existing laws and not to create new
laws. By this guide they
functioned meticulously.

Reader: In effect, what you guys
have created is a catholic style
Reader: | read your new article abstinence for man who have

s Learning from Other religions. difficulty in finding frum partners.
Unfortunatey, your position is Every frummer isjudgmental of
snotsoclear.Orthodox Judaism hasothers, and has a shopping list
cthecome an imitation of Catholicwhich they pick up in Yeshiva.[ln
isabstinence. The rabbis - whethea sense, the rabbis are responsible
l.you regard them as infallible sagefor intermarriage, since finding a
or not - have added restrictionJewish spouse is prevented by all
upon restriction, (in sharp contrasthe artificial hurdles created by
ito the Torah's "lo Tosiphu" “do rabbis who have d&ed to
anot add to the Torah"), and madeéncrease their power by making up
fall contact before marriage illegalnewlaws. Is that really G-d's Will?
eds well restricting what the Torah Mesora: Your intermarriage
permits in marriage.[TToglamany statementoo is baseless. At worst,
glews are having problems findinghe man can marry a less
hspouses, and the insane orthodmbservant, but Jewish girl.
pronounce baseless religious Again, there is no law against
estandards, which make it evemants. | agree with your other
ebarder to find a spouse, ruling outcomment though. We should not
2gqnany good Jewish soulsfollow today's over-religious Jews
cexample, the false restrictioowho create shopping lists of
rsagainst womenhwearing pants!). absurdities, ruling out anything but
0 Mesora: "Pant's" are not acarbon copy of themselves. What
prohibited. What the Torahaclear sign of insecurity.
is men dressing in The nonsense that Jews adhere tc

Pants and
Orthodoxy

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

nd
to

Dle

But if not heeded to, God finallyis the idea behind the two birdsWomen's clothing, and womentoday is truly a crime: If a young

delivers leprosy to his ly,

which is undeniably him. We seghe  person's flaw

| believe that besides correctinglressing like men. This is toman doesn't have a certain type of
of rightfully diminish promiscul, hat, or he has a sister who is not

from here God's meyc and overestimation, he must alsdhereby focusing life on mattergeligious, or if a girl is divorced, if

intelligence in uBg objects realize the damage done to
which we identify with. other. Rashi states that birds
Parenthetical, these three specific are brought, as thg¢
objects, namely the housechirp, to make clear that th
clothes and bdy, are exactly crime had to do with his
where Mezuza, Tzitzis, and"chirping" like a bird. The ong
Tefilin abide. These are also tiedird (resembling the sinner)
to the idea of identification, but dipped in the blood of the oth
from a dfferent angle. Since bird (resembling the on
God desires that one place thelmumiliated by the speech) and
trust in Him, and not in theirfree over a field. This is t
own strength, God created thesdemonstrate thatust as this
three commands to redirecbloodied bird is irretrievable, s
where one places their trust.is his evil, "bloody speech
Mezuza reminds one not tdrretrievable. As you cannot
invest too much reliance in hiscatch the same bird twice,
home, as Go should be alsohe cannot retract his word
recognized as the True Protec which were let loose on th
The home is correctly viewed asvorld. The damage is done, t
a haven from the elements. Butbird is loose". Tls will
God desires that we act abovbopefully give recognition to th
thenorm, meaning, that we havepersonwho spoke destructivel
trust in Hisshelter.So we place and make clear his crime.
a reminder on the doorwa The birds acting a
which is the best place for us t@atonementeaches that knowin
be reminded of Ga#, as a one's sin is the first step
doorway receives most of thdorgiveness.Ol

hmore important than the sexualsomeoneis a convert,....all such
nrhe Torah also prohibits immodestoncerns are irrelevant to a
pydress, which many women's snugerson's true perfection. People are
eslacks violate. completely wrong to ruin a match
| would add that if orthodox based on such issues. In fact, a
> Jews place more importance ononvert displays much greatness.
sclothing, than on a woman'sDid God care that Ruth was a
eiinternal make up her true Moabite woman? No. She was so
echaracter, then they are foolish. Aperfected, that God selected her
entelligent person seeking marriagseed to be not only our greatest
pshould select a fine woman whdeaders, King David and King
may presently wear snug pantssolomon, but our messiah is a
oover a woman in skirts possessindirect descendant from Rutii
"a lousy value system’A ring of gentile.
gold in the snout of a pig; (so too) True Rabbis adhere carefully to
508 a beautiful woman with a putridGod's word. If you hear of
scharater." (Proverbs, 11:22) someone "Rabbi" or otherwise -
e Your comment about "baselessvho reinforces foolish dating
neeligious standards" is actugll criteria, insist that they stop
baseless. Study the account whepgeating issues which don't exist
eAmnon raped his sisteramar. according to the Torah. By
Restrictions occurred after thisadhering carefully to Torah law,
event, well based on such a tragisoth written and Rabbinic, you
sevent. We don't follow the will be guided to the most healthy
gabstinence of other religions, bulifestyle.
aatherthe moderation of Judaism. Follow God's ideals, not today's
The Rabbis have authority fromfoolish JewsO
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the Temple and sacrifice. In his Sefehe Temple. Sages based their theory upon the
aras aS HaMitzvot, Maimonides provides a We can now easily understand thecientific knowledge of the times. The
short description of each of the sixreasorthatMaimonides associates théntention of the Sages was not to

o hundred thirteen mitzvot. Maimonidedawsof tumah with the Temple. Thesendicate that our pasuk is the source of
does not list the commandments in tHaws are a direct consequence of theheir conclusion. Instead, they saw, in
order they occur in the Torah. Insteadsanctity of the Temple. The Temple pasuk, an allusion to the concept

he follows an order of his ownmust be free of tumah. T they had uncovered from science. The
invention. TIis order apparently requirement is the basis for allTorah Temima provides an interesting
(continued from page 1) reflects Maimonides' @ws on the commandments governing tumah. Iprod to his claim. The Talmud offers
The parasha begins with a descriptioconnections between the varioufact, without the sanctity of theanalternative source to which this rule
of the tumah caused by childbirth. Thenitzvot. Here too, MaimonidesTemple, tumah is meaningless. It hasf reproduction can be related. In
parasha then continues with a associates the same three aredswf no significance. However, once thdisting the children of Yaakq the
discussion of the laws regarding th&he commandments concerning thsanctity of the Temple exists, tumalChumash refers to Dina as Yaakov's
tzara'atTzara'at is an affliction that is Temple are followed by the mitzvothas meaning.A personwho is in a daughter, rather than as Leya's child.
accompanied by tumah. One of itgoverning the behavior of thestate of tumah is prohibited from The Sages explain that the male
forms is a white discoloration of theKohanim. These are followed by theentering the Bait HaMikdash. Thechildren are attributed to Leya. This is
skin. However, tzara'at can alsmnitzvot of the sacrifices. Then, thdanclusion of the laws of tumah in Sefebecause they resulted from her seed
appear upon clothing and housesiitzvot dealing with tumah areVaYikra is now easily explained. Sefepreceding that of Yaakov. Ba is
These versions of tzara'at are alssnumerated. It is clear that Shemot discussed the building of theeferred to as Yaakov's daughter based
associated with tumah. TheMaimonides feels that the laws oMishcan. The Mishcan was the firsipon the same reasoning. This female
commentaries raise an interestingumah are closely associated with th&mple. Sefer VaYikra discusses thehild was a result of Yaakov's seed
question regarding this discussion dBait HaMlikdash. What is the two aspects of the Bernacle's entering the womb first. The Torah
tumah. Sefer VaYikra deals primarilyconnection? sanctity. It describes the sacrifices anfemima points out that this source
with sacrifices and laws regulating the A careful analysis of Maimonides'the laws of tumah. Both areas of lawcannot be a derivation of the Sages'
conduct of the Kohanim. Why are thdist of commandments reveals aiare a direct result of the Mishcan'sheory. He bases this observation upon

RABBI BERNARD FOX

laws of tumah inserted into thisimportant concept. Maimonides listsanctity. anotherteaching of the Sages. Dina
discussion? Various answers arthe construction of the Temple as the wasconceived as a male child. Leya
offered. twentieth positive command. This " Speak to Bnai Yisrad saying: prayed that the sex of the child be

One possibility is that the Kohanimcommand is followed by the mitzvotWhen awoman conceivesand gives reversed. Her prayers were answered
are responsible to examine peoplemost basic to the Temple. Thesebirth to a male child she shall be and Dina was born. If the pasuk is a
garmentsand homes for tzara'at. Onljinclude  the  commandmentsmpure for seven days. As in the derivation, it suggests a theory of
a Kohen can declare that tzara'afescribing the diy services and days of the separation during her gender determination completely
exists. The Sefer deals with thdies sacrifices. These are numbered gmriod she shall be impure” contrary to the theory of our Sages.
of the Kohanim. Therefore, it ismitzvot 25 through 30. These(VaYikra 12:2) The father contributed the first seed
appropriate to include these laws icommandments are followed by the This pasuk explains that after givingand a male child was conceived! Only
Sefer VaYikra. Nachmanides suggestsitzvot restricting the access of thosbirth a woman is ritually unclean forthrough miraculous intervention was
anumber of explanations. One is thawvho are in a state of tumah. Theseseven days. There is a fascinatintpegender reversed and a female baby
a person experiencing tzara'at andndividuals cannot enter the Baiteaching from our Sages relating tborn. This suggests that the intention
someof the other forms of tumahHaMikdash. This order suggests thahepasuk. They explain that the pasukf our Sages is not to derive a
must bring a sacrifice as part of théhe sanctity of the Mikdash isalludes to the factors influencing théviological principle from either
purification process. The discussion afomposed of two components. Firsgender of the child. The Sagesource. The principle is based upon
the tumah serves as a introduction tthe Mikdash is designated as a placmaintained that the process oscientific knowledge. The sources are
the laws governing these sacrificesfor Divine worship and service.conception required that seed from theerely regarded as possible allusions
However, there is another more basiBecond, it is a place that must be frdemale be joined with seed from théo theidea.
reason for the including this of all tumah. This understanding ofmale. This pasuk describes the birth of
discussion of tumah in Sefer VaYikrathe Temple's sanctity is the foundatioa male child. The reference to the "And the Kohen shall see. And
This association between tumah anof Maimonides' ordr. Maimonides womanconceiving describes the seethe tzara'at has covered al of his
sacrifices is not only found in thebegins with the commandment taf the woman entering the womb prioskin, then he shall declare the
Torah. Maimonides also consistentlgreate a Temple. The Temple has ta the seed of the husban@u Sages afflicted person clean. Aslong as he
connects these two areaslafv. His unique sanctity. Maimonides then listexplained that if the seed from thénas turned completely white, he is
Mishne Torah is divided into fourteerthe commandments that define thifemale enters the womb first, the childlean.” (VaYikra 13:13)
separat®ooks. The eighth is the Booksanctity.  First, he lists theis destined to be male. If the husband'sThis pasuk discusses the affliction
of Service. This book discusses theommandments regarding ilga seed is present first, a baby girl will bef tzara'atTzara'at can afflict various
Temple, theduies of the Kohanim service. These commandments credbern. This theory does not corresponpartsof the body. This passage deals
and Leveyim, and some of thehesanctity of the Mikdash as a placevith today's understanding of thewith Tzara'at appearing upon the skin.
sacrifices. The next book is the Boolof Divine service. Next, Maimonidesreproduction process. How should wézara'at is described as a white
of Sacrifices. This book continues théurns to the other aspect of theegard such teachings? Are we tdiscoloration. The affliction is not
discussion of sacrifices. This book iFemple's sanctity. Itis a place reject modern science? Are we toegarded as a skaseof physical
followed by the Book of Taharah. Thisunpolluted by any tumah.deny the validity of our Sagesorigin. It is the result of spiritual
book deals with the various forms oMaimonides defines this sanctity bytheories? impurity. It can only be identified by
tumah and their removal. As in thdisting the commandments that restrict The Torah Temima helps respond tthe Kohen. If the Kohen declares the
Torah, the tumah is associated witthosein a state of tumah from entry tathis diemma. He explains that theailment to be tzara'at, the person

(continued on next page) Page 3
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the persorasheor sheappears. At the
time the person appears before |the
Kohen, the white hair is not present.
This might seem a litle odd. The
Torah is creating a tremendous
temptation. The metzora has the
opportunity to remove the hair befre
appearing before the Kohen.
intervention is effective. Yet, t e Reader: Dear Mesora, | am
metzora is expected to refrain frgnpetroleum engineer and sin
becomes a metzora and is unclean. taking this step! In order to respond tgraduating have read tiggote in your
persorwhoseskin is generally healthy theseissues, we need to understansite: "To quotethefirst Mishna in Chap
but a small portion is afflicted with thefunction of this affliction. II', Talmud Chagiga, "If man ponde
tzara'at is unclean. However, a personTzara'at is a Divine punishment.| Ifour things, it is better that he was ne
completely covered by the affliction isis attributed to lashon hara — talereated (they are) what is above
considered clean.
somewhatodd. A small blotch of warning designed to encourag¢heEarth, and what succeeds it".
tzara'at is adequate to render @epentance. The tzara'at cannot| beln my opinion this is saying that iif
general, healthy person unclean. Yetfreated medically. Only spiritualby trade am require to look beneath
a personcovered with the affliction improvement cures the sdiase. The earthin order to find Oil and Gas thén
from head to toe is clean! Thisaffliction cannot be relieved until theam perhapstaking myself from this
paradox can be explained through gpersonis declared unclean and begjn&orld and better that | not have be
analysis of the definition of tzara'attheprocess of repentance and spirifusorn. I know there are jews in thig
Tzara'at is an affliction of the skin. Itcleansing. This is adequate motivatjohusiness sd await your comment i
must exist in contrast to healthy skinto prevent a person from removing thanticipation of adding to my sense
This contrast is essential to thaigns of tzara'at. Little will be gainedapproval by G-d in my futur
definition of tzara'at. Whout the through the intervention. Much will ieendeavours.
contrast, tzara'at does not existost. Twue, the intervention will Thanks in advance. Sincerely you
Therefore, a person completelynfluence the dearation of thg Michael
covered with the affliction is notKohen. However, the affliction will Mesora: Michael, Thisquote refers
deemed unclean. There is no contrasbntinue unabated. The person ¢an that which is out of man's
The criteria for tzara'at have not beeanly begin the process of purificatiprcapabilities, and therefore foolish
met. The issues can also be viewed after the declaration of the Kohen. |linvolve oneself in. In such a case, ma
a deeper level. Let ubegin by otherwords, one must first accept thdife is worthless, as stated by fl
considering another issu. person status of being unclean. Then one magishna. However, digging for oi
afflicted with the dscoloration of begin the process of purification. Thigrcheology and occupations that
tzara'at is immediately brought to th@rovides a deeper understanding| afell within our capabilities are certain
Kohen. After examination, the Koherthe law governing the personpermitted, and even sanctioned by G
must determine the status of theompletely covered with the affliction.when He said "subdue it" (the worlg
individual. This decision has variousThe person is not declared uncleamhen instructing Adam to harnessall
ramifications that are discussed in th&his is not a leniency. Until the persprheworld's good.
parasha. It is sufficient to note thais declared unclean, the process of"If you seek it out like silver, an
advanced tzara'at is far more serioymurification cannot begin. Thechase after it (Torah) like burig
than the preliminary form of the affliction will continue. Only after a treasures, then you will understand
affliction. Tzara'at of the skin is healthy portion of skin appears, cafear of God, and the knowledge of G
evaluated on the basis of threéhepersonbe identified as a metzorawill you find."
symptoms. Ay one of these With this declaration, the process |ofligging, notjust for oil, but for more
symptoms indicates that the tzara'at repentance and purification can beginknowledge!d
advanced. One of the symptoms is a
discoloration of the hair in the affectedrabbaynu Moshe ben Nachman (Ramban /

area. This dicoloration is a changeNachmanides), Commentary on Sefer VaYikr
from the natural color to white. Thentroduction. Rabbaynu Moshe ben Nach :Non KUSher Foﬂds
& Bodily Damage

presence of white hair is an indicatioRamban / Nachmanides), Commentary |on
RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM
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(continued from page 3)

of advanced tzara'at. Imagine a pers@afer VaYikra, Introduction. Rav Barugh
finds a white blotch upon the skinHaLeyve Epstein, Torah Temimah on Sefer
The person sees that white hair igaYikra 12:2. Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimpn
presentMay the person remove thgRambam / Maimonides) Mishne Torah,
white hair before consulting theHichot TumatTzara'at 10:1. Rabbaynu Moshe Reader: In Rabbeinu Bachye be
Kohen? This is prohibited.ben Maimon (Rambam / Maimonides) MishnéAsher's "Kad haKemach," (Pesal
Nonetheless, if the law is violated andorah, HilchotTumat Tzara'at, 10:2. Rabbaynu SectionA, about three fourths of th
thehair is removed, the intervention isvioshe ben Maimon (Rambam / Maimonidgsyvay through) he states, "the fog
effective. The Kohen must evaluateishne Torah, HilchoTumatTzara'at, 16:10. | which the Torah prohibited, damage t

(Proverbs) Keep

body and engender within the soul
cruelty and anevil disposition." He
seemsto imply that non-kosher foods
have a physical effect on the bobigon't
see how you can read "mazikin et
ha'guf* - "damaging the body" to be
referring to anything other than the
physical body. How can this be true?

a Mesora:Damage to the body here,
caefers not to a damaging "substance”.
Pork is no more damaging than Kosher
foods. The damage here refers to the
rscreation of strong bonds to emotions by
ggiving in to them. Not following the
heorah's restrictive laws - keeping Kosher

¥ seems bearing and gossip. The affliction i @arth, what is below, what came beforfor example - creates an unruly state in

man. He has no restraint on his desires.
This is qute damaging. Such an
thedividual will experience emotion flare-
ups. "The wicked are turbulent as the
sea..." (Isaiah, 57:20) Such individuals
enrelesscapable of exerting self control
because they do not know how, nor have
they trained themselves in such control.
ofhey will surely suffer the consequences
2 of responding instinctually to life's
challenges, as opposed to responding
rsyith calm, controlled and thought out
decisions.
Eating pork in specific circumstances

is not prohibited. Startling as this may
tsound, it is based on a basic
nsullification” principle in Kashrus laws.
ndhis means if there is less than one
, Sixtieth of non Kosher substance in a
anmixture, the entire mixture is
ypermissible. Even though one definitely
ddgests the substance of pork, the pork is
)nullified in such a proportion. This
teaches that the eating of a mixture
including pork, is not "halachikly" the
1l sameas eating an object called "pork".
dThe Torah prohibition is not to eat an
hebject called pork. But when eating an
péntire  mixture with acceptable
proportions of ingredients, it is
permissible. One is eating a "mixture”,
notpork.

Torah could not permit ingesting pork
if it was physically damaging, as you
suggest. Even in a mixture, one would be
ingesting a damaging substance, if we
took Rabbeinu Bachye's statement
literally. But in realiy, pork in this
proportion is permissible, due to Jewish
laws. Pork is not damaging as a
substance. The reahithageis man not
nfollowing Jewish law. By following
cltheselaws, we are using our minds and
enot reacting to an emotional impulse,
dsvhich is the true damage referred to by
hthis Rabbi.00
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