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Prime Minister Abbas said he would not use force against Hamas.
President Bush said, "those who harbor terrorists are equal to terrorists." s
It's time Arafat's people are treated as the murderers they are. They don't want ’

peace. Talk is the wrong tool for dealing with a Hitler or a bin-Laden
Face Reality: Fight the enemy or bury more Jews.
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G dsLand should befall you.
2 S n O We must ask what was the Denial is a devious foe. It caters to mamywhich stems from two fatal errors; 1) An Arab
lt OUt necessity for these blessings, as ftregendas, luring us into harmful decisionshild cannot become a homicide bomber, 2)

WN;};;;"O;;‘T;;‘Q*,‘;;;:;g{;:;;ggg;Tgt{erz_ perfect God only does that which [isblinding us with visions of success and peaceAdult bombers can repent. These two tragic
necessary. This is a perfection |of Can we hope for an peace agreement withistakes are literally kiling us. \fii some

His ways. WIy were these Arab terrorists, is that realistic, or impossiblefeople, there can never be a light at the end of

blessings bestowed on the Jews vidle must be brutally honest when weighinthe tunnel. A people who encourage their

the priests? We read in 6:27 “andboth sides, and accept only what reasahildren to kill themselves and others; a people

place My name upon the childrendictates, regardless of our dreams beiwghokill their own, dragging their bodies in the

Nas 0 of Israel, and | will bless them'|. crushed. Dreams are for those asleep. | @treet; and a people who killed a 5 year old

Clearly, God alone is the One whoawake, are you? Danielle Shefi, are not human, and cannot be
determines whether a blessing Denial is our own demon. A demon whiclireated as human, nor may their "talks" be
RABBI BERNARD FOX occurs to the Jews, it is not in theve must not run from, but approach head-ofrusted.

“And the man shall bring his wife to th¢ hands of the priests, or any man,| tand approach itow. Dreaming of peace will  In His Torah, God commands man to wipe
Kohen.[And he shall bring her sacrifice gn make the blessing a reality. Whanot replace your child violently killed by out a city of idolay, a peoplewho harmonly
her behalf — one tenth of an efah of coarsethenis the need for the priests toruthless, homicidal, Arab bombers. There is rithemselves. We are also commanded by God to
barley flour.CHe should not pour upon it cill Jutter these blessings? Cannot Goslich people called "Palestinians”. They amipe out the murderous Amalekites. God
And he should not put frankincense upon it bestow blessings Himself withoUitArabs, and that must be understood clearly. Himself destroyed Sodom. He wiped out the
—for it is a meal offering of jealousy.(0tis a the priests’ declaration? This last What causes the numerous and terminallyorld with a flood. In all these cases, children
meal offering of remembrance — recalling question forces the Torah student twasteful taks to continue between the Aralgerenot spared. Ask yourselves, "Is God right

iniquity.[(BeMidbar 5:15) think into the relationship between and Israel? | believe there is a confiict in usr wrong by condemning children?" There is
(continued on page 7) (continued on page 8) (continued on next page)




\olume 11, No. 35...June 13, 2003 Times www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

Facing Reality

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

clips of kincergaten PA classes teaching
violence. We have heard enough on PA
radio urging increased bombings. And we
have read enough of Arafat's signatures
ordering deadly weapons, and suicide
brigades on Jews. By denying these facts
i we endanger ourselves, and delay a rea
1 planwhich can have the hopes of shielding
: us from terror.
- The real facts we must face: 1) Arafat is
e akiller. 2) Arafat is not in control, and
sympathetic to these children, realize thi & . Rt neither is Abbas. Their drive for "peace” is
these child terrorists would not befs*$ T ! i s Y not for itself, but only until they receive a
sympathetic to your children, not even to Buring a recent graduation ceremony of the kindergarten class at the Islamic Charity land. 3)Arafat's Arab society will continue
carriage-bound infant. They would proudiy-oundationin Gaza, young children were encouraged to dressin camouflage fatigues, tomarch  {g teach terrorism. For years, Arafat's Arab

; th toy machine guns and to burn the Isradli flag. Some students were made to pose with red ; ; ;
blow themselves up along with your sor‘é"aint onthelr hands, representing bloodl, or o imitate leaders of terroris organizafions such 2 children and teens have been trained to kil

and daghter. Hezbollah while repeating virulently anti-lsrael and anti-Sermitic statements. Jews. These children will soon become,

Choose who you want to live, and who te what their parents are now - homicidal
die. Israel, you have the ability and theontinue to parade as more Americanever entertain peace talks with bin-Lademjombers. This will not change. 4) These
powerto correct the problem. Right now,skyscrapers plunge downward, crushingut simultaneously does so with Arabsthousands of killers don't vanish and they
your inactivity translates into mwedYou and burning to death every innocenPrime Minister Mahmoud Abbas declareavill be kiling for decades to come, if we
have one decision; follow God's morality omorker, with no chance to escape and to sag will not use force against Hamas. Sallow them. 5) Proximity to a terrorist
die and be killed through passivity. God hagoodbye to their loved ones. Their familiesvhy is Bush still talking to him? Abbasnation is fatally foolish. 6) Israel never
tremendous resources, if you would admiteepfor their loss, for the unimaginablemust be condemned and treated asveas, nor ever wil be, home to
His presence and ability. If only you wouldpain suffered, while Arabs burn flags anderrorist according to President Bush's owtPalestinians." Arafat's claims to Israel are
not concede to other influences, but admitelebrate victory over our destruction. terms, that one who harbors terrorists isaseless, and contradict history. 7)
His laws as absolute truths, as righteous, ad understand. Entertaining this realityequal to the terrorist. As long as Abbas JAmerican and foreign reporters of baseless
thesingular morality. alarms you. You are suddenly faced with ill not use force against Hamas, and 2jnti-Semitic blood, intend to rewrite history

You still think talking will help? Didn't comparison between theseolent Arab allows even one Hamas member to livavith words such as “occupation”.

President Bush stop talking to Iraq at ahildren, and your own. You ask yourselfunder Abbas' controlled areas, Abbas is Anyone who still wants to talk to Arafat's
certain point? Well, we have far passed th&€an my own kids commit suchequal to Hamas, and the U.S. and Isra@tab killers denies these facts, and kills
point with Arafat's followers and Hamas.  atrocities?" Upon answering a very definitenust treat him accordingly. This isJews. Stop the denial. Stop the talks.

What is the obstacle? Most human being®lo", you then find it df icult to accept that President Bush's own words, “I've said in What must happen: A. Arafat must be
cannot synthesize "child" with "suicideANY child is capable of such acts. But Ithe pastthat nations are either with us ortried and punished for murder according to
bomber" or "martyr". This conflict stemswarn yai, you must set aside wo againstus inthe war on terror." both American and Israelaw. This is
from something deeper, something morsensitivity for “children” in general. This Not demanding Abbas use force againsbnsistent with what the U.S would have
personall refer to a specific self image wesensitivity causes you to deny that Hamaddamas is a clear denial. It will cause mordone to bin-Laden, if caught. B. Measures
all have, as a "caretaker for children". Wand Arabs are killers. For decades, thideaths. | appeal to the President to Her distancing the Arafat's Arabs from their
enjoy this self image, and who can dengation brainwashed its youth to live forguided by our knowledge of human naturetarget  Israel, must commence
this sentiment? Not one of us. We all equataurcer. They live that way. We dithat notpolitical concerns. Life must never gainmmediately. C. The U.S. must stop tying
children with innocence - those who requirgvay. ‘barganing chip' status. As long as anyon&haron's hands D. Wemust not
our love and defense. What then happens idt is so revolting when | hear a foolishentertains dicussions of peace with acompromise Israeli life for any concern. E.
this; our guiltemergesas we consider a reporterequate Israeli defense - (whictpeople preaching martyrdom as a basi@ll news people must cease interviews with
Arab child as a suicide bobThis guilt never targets civilians, certainly not tenet, our end will be more deaths. Arafat, as this condones his words as
causes us to reject that thought, and replagiildren) - to Arabs who uncork the Requesting Arafat denounce terror watggitimate, enabling him to shed his proven,
it with a nonsensical notion that there ishampagne when a baby has been shotai#o a grave mistake, as a Rabbi put itmurderous skin. Reporters should have
potential good in these children. Time angoint blank range. Danielle Shefi, you did'..you thereby condone Arafat's words, byorld history as mandatory reading. F.
time again, we return to "talks". The correanot die in vain. You are remembered, aneéquesting them." Back then, Bush's reque&bbas must be condemned and treated as
responseis, "There isn't good in theseyou serve to teach our blind leaders thatndered Arafat a realistic partner for peaderrorist according to President Bush's own
children”. The proof? The adults who killtime has come to defend life a any cost. - his words as possibly reflecting truthterms, that one who harbors terrorists is
children like Danielle Shefi used to be These trained Arabs are not going awajgain a denial. True, Bush subsequentlgqual to the terrorist. As long as Abbas 1)
children themselves. Their corrupt societifhis must not be denied. We cannot talk t®cognized Arafat lies. But when will hewill not use force against Hamas, and 2)
and corrupt religious philosophy trains anthem. Such talk will never result in recognize Arafat's successor Abbas as aflows even one member to live in
traps their Arab youth in this path of changing their evil schemes. They have nbetter? Again, Abbas said he will not us@alestinian controlled areas, Abbas is equa
violence. More proof? Many Arabchanged - they will not change. force against Hamas. We must not recaib Hamas, and the U.S. and Israel must trea
teenagersblow themselves up. Our Their offspring are now as vicious adrom identifying someone as he is. Abbakim accordingly.
rejection of branding adults and children atheir parents. Even if a minority of Arabssaid in other words, "l am not committed to History disproves all "Palestinian” claims
murderers attriouted to the reluctance afpposeArafat's induction of children into theremoval of terror. | will not use all my to Israel. The reality is they are Arabs, there
European Jews of leaving when they coulthe ranks of his cowardly aiynwe cannot  powerto fight Hamas." The truth must beare no "Palestinians”. It is not our
and they paid the price. maintain relations with a people whoembraced if we are to make headwayesponsibiliy, noris it safe to have the Arab

The Arab Muslim culture is not beingcontain any remnant of terror, and certainlipenial derails. terrorists next dor. Instead, Arab terrorist
changed. It will continue its downwardnot with the Arabs, who breed this Statements like "...the recent agreemepeople must be sinantlel and destroyed,
spiral as a people favoring ruthlesphilosophy en masse. We must accept tHigtween the PA and Israel looks promisingiefore even one more innocent American or
terrorism, and the obliteration of life. Thesdact and face reality. Complete avoidancare denials of a clear and present dangéewish civilian is butchered.
deviant and cruel animals drench nails iwith killers and liars must be our firstArafat's Arab population of children, Further talk will kil more people.Arab
rat-poison, that tear through human limbgriority. This nation must be dismantled anteenagersind adults, trained for decades tterrorists cannot be partners in peace. They d
hurled with explosives so powerful thatlestroyed. kill Jews, simply do not suddenly embrac@ot want peace. Dismantle and destroy the
heads are ripped off bodies. The Arabs will It is beyond me how President Bush wilpeace. We have seen enough emailed filArab populatiortargeing Jews. Do inow.d

(continued from page 1)

oneanswer: God created morglisoit is |
ludicrous for man to oppose God. Kinf&"
Solomon taught, (Ecclesiastes, 5:1) "Dok

be excited (with) your mouth, and do l,.f
hasterto bring forth words before God, forfi %
God is heaven and you are on Earf..%
therefore let your words be few”. If you arf 4
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Response to Mesora's Article:
"Facing Reality"

ALAN KEYES

Photos ThlsmeszdeadbeorTUng |nJerusaIem

Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim has
been kind enough to send me his¥
essay reflecting upon the reality ofg
the Israel-Palestinian conflict. |
think there is much merit in the
good Rabbi's central thesis that
particularly in dealing with the
terrorthreat- denial can Kill.

I am well on the record, for
twenty years and more, with m
refusal to deny Arafat's terroris
credentials. Unfortunatglthe Bush .
Administration cannot yet make
this refusal free of confusion ana
compromise. against Israel. This is a fact thageneral. The success of such a The Palestinian propaganda

The Rabbi's analysis raises sommaust not be denied. campaign of dinformation machine is banking on the Goebel's
provocative and  disturbing | wish | could say that it stoppedragically raises two deeplyapproach, the Communist approach
guestions. | agree that many sualith the United Nations. But itserious questions we must now telling a big lie loud and often
qguestions must be raised andidn't. Most European countriesconfront: will we not continue to enough to make it practically true. It
answered, if we are to see our wagnd elements in our own Statéace the same tactics practicedften works. But that approach
clearly to what must be done foDepartment, including the Secretargver and over again - and realizingvon't work with fair-minded
Israel's survival as a Jewish state.df State, were stampeded by this, will we act, will we stop Americans. We prefer to look at the
would like to share with the Rabbicampaign of propaganda andenying that we are beinduped hard facts, and to make our
and his readers some reflections afisinformation aimed at portrayingand manipulated by big lies andudgments in a fair way on the basis
my own about denial - and | placehe Israelis as massive brutalizerswishful thinking? The gullible, of those facts. American friends of
my comments in the immediateThat campaign contributedfeckless, fatuous response thdsrael won't be stampeded by
context of rapidly unfolding eventssubstantially to the heavy pressureomes from our own U.S. Statemotional propaganda campaigns
in Israel this week. that was then placed on Israel - Department, from Europeans anthat turn out to have been based

After weeks of hyperbolic pressure that directly led to Yasserom others, leaves Americarupon a willingness to play games
rhetoric about what had happenedrafat's liberation in the deal thapolicy based on the loudestwith the truth in order to achieve
in Jenin, and a determinedvasstruck over the last weekend. yelping accusations instead ofinjust political purposes. Let us
propaganda effort to lend credibilitybelieve the salient truth of thisfacts. That's what has happened insist that the Bush Administration
to the chargesof Israeli massacreanalysis cannot be denied. thecourse of the last fortnight, andearnwhatwe have come to know -
and massive atrogit the United  Palestinian claims that Jenid think this fact will have thatfacing facts, resisting denial -
Nations has dgded that an represented a "victory" for their sidanomentous results for the entir¢hesearethe pressing requirements
investigation isn't necessary afteareactually correct, but not becauseegion. before us if Israel is to be secure.
all. of the battle itself. Rather, the wa

Why is the putatively "unbiased"in which the battle was abused fo:
United Nations losing its fervor andpropaganda purposes to score
interest for going into Jenin to get atmajor political and diplomatic
the facts? Perhaps it is becauseictory in the resuscitation of Yasse
emergng evidence is giving the lie Arafat, despite his continued use d
to Palestinian and Europeahatges terrorism as a negotiating tactic
of hundreds of deaths and massivadeed has scored a Palestinic
outrages. For friends of Israel, itwictory in Jenin. In that sense, i
not hard to see that the UN wasvould seem to me, the time:
never after facts in the first placehonored Palestinian tactic of "big
The UN has been a hotbed of antlie" propaganda has succeeded v
Israeli bigotry for decades, and hawell.
spentmuch of itsenergy in the past We should consider the sam
few weeks adding to the slanderouguestion about this terrorism of thg
furor that was being generatedruth that we do with terrorism in
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The Tabernacle's Inauguration

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Value |Correlative not so. Man must toil in Torah to knowledge. By orrelaing Adam's years

uncover the truths. The more he toils, thi® the Tabernacle, we realize the amount

930 |Adam's years . - ;

T | e e A e o de"epertheywsdom _he penetrates..... of Ite'arplng available far surpas§es a
— If you diig for it like silver, and searchman's lifespan - even one of Adam's age.

620 |Moal's years when his first son was bomn it out like a buried treasure, then you willt adds to our appreciation of God's

70 |The nations of the world which emanated from Moah understand the fear of G-d, and thafinite wisdom.

1 |[One Torah knowledge of G-d will ya find® 3) The Torah itself required

10 |Ten Commandments (Proverbs, 2:4-5). highlighting. Just as in the Tabernacle,
613 Towl mitzvos Perhaps then the very act ofhefocus was the Ark which contained

T |Abmhem orchestrating a system of 'transmlssmthe t_)roken tableys and the Torah, so a_lso

of the Torah, is to teach the very idea dhe inaugural gifts must embody this

1 |Isaac howprofound and deep the Torah is. Butoncept. In all major areas of Torah, we

1 |Jacob why is this idea so essential? Why mustill find that the Torah and wisdom in

1 |The ram to atone for the sale of Joseph manknow that Torah is so deep? It igjeneral take the spotlight. (See the

7 |Moses and Aarom because it reflects on its Creator, anafticle: The Ark's Poles)

3 [9seof Jews [smaelies LEvitEs) Kohamio alsg the 3 fexivals teaches that God has infini_te wisdom. _According to Rashi thesg essenyial and
— = : - Perhaps man's search for wisdom needémary concepts must inhere in the
<] fq{s;;ﬁ S':'f 3 comumands per each tablet, 1 set of the Five Books of | b eled by the idea that the Sourdeauguration. The inauguration - the

of all Torah is infinitely wise. Only with final commencement of the Torah

A close friend asked about theecognize Divindaw. this realization will man thrust himselfsystem - required a focus on these
Tabernacle's donations made by Israel'sl) The essentiality of man populatingnto his learning, guaranteed by thigrimary goals of creation. The structure
princes (Numbers, 7:19). Vessels daheworld is self evident. The world wasconcept that his mining for wisdom will of the Tabernacle was not an ends, but a
precise numeric weights, and numbersreated by God for the sake of man talways yield precious gems. meansfor achieving these goals. The
of sacrificial animals are mentioned asppreciate his Mak. Therefore, all The relevance of the 930 years livedne method for focusing on the goals
partof the Tabernacle's donations. Rasimembers of mankind must admit to the@y Adam rides on the coattails of thisvas permeating the inaugural services
offers interesting correlations betweegood which they enjoy as createdoncept: Adam's length of days teachesith these concepts.
the numeric weights of vessels and theeings, and bestow that very good ops that the wealth of knowledge in
numbers of animals, and betweeanotherthuman, by procreating. The ackxistence far exceeds man's lifetime. One point remains nanswerd as
numeric values noted in the Torahof procreation is a testament by th&Vere man to live a thousand years, hidicated by the "(?)": 1) What is the role
Below | have listed he numbers whicliather of his admission of the goodwould still just scratch the surface obf the atonement for the sale of Joseph?
Rashi correlated. The "value" colummwhich is a created, thinking being.

representsither the weight of a donatedProcreation is a father's endorsement (Populating Tarah Tarah
vessel, or the number of a specidfe - intended by God, for others too.  |Earth Transmitters
sacrificed. (See image above) The reason why only Adam's and

The question of course is, what théoah's ages at their first child's' births i
significance is of these correlativesarementioned, although countless Other ksl ke i |
Additionally, what do these correlativescontributed by fathering children, dse 930 |Adam's years
have to do with the inauguration of theo theexclusive role both these men had' 130 |Adam's years when his first son was bom
tabernacle? Take a moment beforéhey were the only two people who car|~gag  |Moalr's years wien lis first son was borm + 20 years priol o the
reading on. Try to categorize thebe considered "population’s Flood's decree
correlatives. . forerunners”. Adam was the cause of a9 |The nations of fhe world witich emanated fiom Noah

It is interesting that the correlatives falmankind, and Noah began the worlc
. . . . i 1 |One Tomh
into three categories. (See image at rightigain in the post-Flood era. No othel T I TenC ™

It appears God's will is that man'snenlay claim to such a significant role 1 Comumandmen
attention be drawn to three conceptsf populating Earth than these two, 813 |Total mitzvos
upon the erection of the Temple - thevithout whom, the world would be | 1 |Abraham

completion of the system of the Torahbarren. 1 |[Isaac
All else was complete except for the 2) Why are transmitters of the law| 1 [Tacob
building of the Tabernacle. Upon itsessential? We can also ask why GO~ e tam to atone for the sale of Josepl (2)
completion, God willed that these thregiave the Torah to Moses in the manne— Moses and I
tegories of importan recogniz id, i.e., t it down, man to mar——
categories of importance be recognizede did, ie., to pass it down, man to ma 3 |3 sets of Jews: Ismelites, Levites, Eohanim, the 3 sections; Torah,

astheprimary goals of human life: Why did God not give the Torah to eact

1) Man must Populate the world 2)man individually? Perhaps this would
Man must follow/recognize competentonvey a false notion that man is
Transmitters of the law 3) Man musinherently entitied to the Torah. This is

Prophets, Wiitings

3x3 |2 sets of 3 comunands per each tablet 1 set of the Five Bools of
Mozes
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Referencing God

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHATM

The very last sentence in parshgdace is exclusively God's?something like "listen to Hislf this parsha concluded with the
Naso (Numbers 7:89) reads, "AndPerhaps the answer is that there @ice", meaning, follow His sacrifices, one might be led to
whenMoses went into the Tent ofno one else who could be the commands. Such a statement Iselieve an inherent importance to
Meeting to speak with 'him’, andsource of wisdom - the definitionnot conveying that God has asacrifice as an ends. Reall
heheard the voice speaking to hinof the Tabernacle and Temple. Asoice, so it does not oppose Torakacrifice is a means. Knowledge
from atop the Kaporess on the Arithe ark is the focus of theprinciples.) of God, Torah study is the goal of
of testimony from between theTabernacle, the Tabernacle'sThe reason this verse comethe Torah. See Talmud Moad
two cherubim speaking to him." distinction is derived from theright after the completion of theKatan, 9b at the very top of the

Who is the first "him" referring Ark's unique character as thénaugural sacrifices is to teach thgtagewhereTorah and mitzvos are
to? It makes no mention of anyoné&Torah's container". Additional] the sacrifices are not the essentialompared by Rav Shimon bar
previously in the lapter. Moses heard the voice emanatingspect of the Tabernacle and théochai's students, questioning
Additionally, this passage seemd$rom between the two cherubinfuture Temple. The essence oivhich is the preferred activitia
out of context. As the precedingvhich is directly above the Ark tothesestructures' purposes is that (See our article on the
verses are dealing with the twelvembellish on the point that suchmanhave a connection with God -Tabernacle where we explained
princes' offerings, why does itprophecy was directly from Godthe Source of all knowledge. Tothat the articles contained in the
statethat Moses spoke with "him" the Creator of the Torah. Perhapslemonstratethis, God wrote that Holy of Holies serve to illustrate
immediately  following the for this reason, miraclesMoses spoke with Himthat in these four objects, we
sacrifices of the Tabernacle'surrounded the Ark which housedubsequent to the sacrifices twitness God's exclusive, ultimate
inauguration? the Torah - the object of God'sshowthe real goal of the Temple. knowledge.)

Its clear that the "him" exclusive creation which He made

mentioned is referring to God, abefore the uiverse. Through | ) oy enuiion -
there is no one else in themiracles, the Ark was intimately \S} : : ‘ qOP Sgen In

Tabernacle when Moses enteredied to the Divinity of Torah as it [ J Alan

Why then did God go out of thehoused both it and the Ter| e < A SIN nt 0]
way and avoid using a mict Commandments. The Ten == |U.S.NEWSI !
reference to His name? God coul@ommandments also carried the " e T Ca u (] Ort ur
have written, "And when Mosesmiraculous feature of being| m (T8 g
wentinto the Tent of Meeting to written legibly from both sides of| e Vlta 0 r 0 rams
speak with God...." each tablet - one of the objects S SIRO

| believe God used the wordmentioned as being created on the ) Scrip retailers donate to Mesora for your patronage.
"him" to teach the following: this primordial Friday at sunset. ( See It's free and easy to join, go tavww.eScrip.comand:
is the one geographical locatiorour article on this topic: All Click the "sign up"” link to join

1) Click the"sign up"link on the top &r.

wherethereis no mistaking that it Miracles Were Part of Creation ), : B

pertains exclusively to God. WherMiracles then seem to be used ip % gﬁéicém?ﬁgg%g (g)]EONquéLrT( 0510 ",,\_E,;,"'__ _‘_‘I-"L"J"‘-“-jr
in the tabernacle, the term "Him'connection with the Ark to| 2[jst your credit and debit cards. :ﬁ O
suffices to teach with whomunderline the Torah's Divine| That'sit! Now, when you shop at eScrip=— S

Moses was talking. It is onlynature and origin. retailers, they donate 1-5% to Mesofau never spend a cent.

God's House". It is impossible to Why is the term "the voice”| By each of our readers joining eScrip, retailer donations |will
refer to any other being in thisused, and not "God's voice?| help support our programs, such as the JewishTimes,
location, as it is exclusively God'sSimply put, God has no voice. USAIsraeﬁorg, and many others which continue to help Isfael
domain, "And make for Me aMeaning, we don't find statementg Jewly, and Jewish education. If you could not support Mesota in
temple and | will dwell among which attribute corporeality to| thepast, this is the perfect opportunity to say thank you without
you". (Lev. 25:8). The TorahGod. A passage such as "Godis Spending a cent. Please take a minute to support Mesorg co:

therefore points to this exclusivityvoice...... referring to actual| free, and join elow.

by using the term "Him" in placeverbalization - not a message - i Joine confidentially and free. Go to:

of the name God. impossible for the Torah to state .
What then is the importance ofsit implies human qualities. (An h ),//\/\/\M/\I,e Crlp,com

our knowing this fact, that thisacceptable instance would b

o7

Page 5




Volume 11, No. 35...June 13, 2003 limes www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

Disheartening

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

From the many educational and What does the Torah say abowvashappy to sell at the first priceword, the institution  of
charitable Jewishorganzations, such behavior? offered. This was reajit although "agreement”, or honesty. C did not
one would suspect none - | recall a story told by a Rabbiunknown to the busr. Certainl, sellits services to A&B at the new,
especially in these lines of businesguoting the Talmud. There was dad both parties agreed verbally tower fee, although money was
- to act contrary to their missionsmerchant standing besides hiaprice, no one would be justified invery tight. C felt it did not want to
Unfortunatey, this is just a wish. goods, but engaged in peayA altering the agreement. Thiondone and endorse this bebavi
The reality of dichotomized soulsprospective buyer approached whmerchant embodied a truedonesty is not to be compromised.
flourishes, even among thosealued his merchandise. While thattachment to truth - one wher®©ur study of Torah has honesty as
bearing the Torah's coat of armsnerchant was yet praying, externals cannot compromise whats cornerstone. \hout it, we
Disgusting. What a "Chillul unbeknownst to the buyer, thén his heart, he had agreed to. Teannot admit error in our learning,
HaShem", "Disgrace of God'sbuyer said, "Il buy that for suchthis merchant, mental acceptance e cannot admit to seeing a new
name". and such a price". The merchardsreal as verbal commitment. Hisidea, we cannot compliment a

On more than one occasion, fruncould not interrupt his prayer, sdnner values do not depart from hi¢earning partner for his ingenyit
(orthodox) Jews, we will call thebuyer upped his price, thinkingouter actions. "Echad b'laveand we cannot approach God.
"A&B", from two unrelated the merchant was dissatisfied withv'echad b'peh”. "One way in hisM'dvar sheker tirchak". "From a
organzations, came to verbalhis first offer. Again, the merchant heart, and one way in his mouth"dishonest = matter, distance
agreementsn purchase prices withwas silent. The buyer again tookis a corruption, and despicable byourself."
anotherreputableorgarization, we this "response” as indicative, andorah standards. God knows all, Perhaps these two Jews, A&B,
will call "C". Subsequent to A&B's once more upped the price. Wheand this cognizance must be imave at their defense that they had
agreements, some time had passte merchant finally concluded hisfront of our eyes and in thenotheard of this Talmudic account.
and A&B had not yet transferredprayer, he told the buyer he wouldhnermost chambers of our heartMy response? How would they
payment to C. Times grew tight forsell the item at the first-offered, You cannot fool God. This was thébehave, had the tables been turned-
C, so they lowered their fees tdowestprice. crime of Achan who intended toAll Jews certainly know, "Treat thy
attract new business. A&B heard of We learn such precious valuedeny to Joshua his robbery of therother as thyself."
the lowered fees and wanted thérom this merchant. He had, at firsbooty. Joshua said, "Do not conceal May this fortunate merchant cited
new price intended for others.offer, accepted that initial price infrom me...". Achan did not confessby the Talmud, instill in all of us a
When C responded, "An agreemertitis heart, but could not verbalizeso God created a miracle whergearning to cleave tdhonesy,
was made, please abide by youhis acceptance as he was praying A&chan witnessed God'sjustice, charit, and God's virtues
word", A&B made their original God. The buyer was completelyomniscience - God's absolute anthatwe will never compromise, out
agreementsnull and void". Their unaware of the true reason for hisomplete knowledge of humarof a love for what our minds and
verbal commitments to engagingilence. However, the merchant felaffairs. moralegell us is right.

C's services were suddenlyhat since he had internally In our case, both parties verbally Certainy, thesetwo misguided
compromised by their pocketbookaccepted the initial price, he shouldgreed to a contract with C. Thersouls are not representative of their
and their allegiance to their worchottake advantage of the ignoranceubsequent] both parties, on two organzations. But something is
wasof no concern. They gave theiof the bur. Although not even a diff erent occasions, heard of aawry and needs correction if such
word, made a deal, and thewerbal agreement was made, ardwer price which C offered to individuals were hired, especially
contradicted their flaunted,although the seller alone acceptedthers, after respective agreemenks Torah orientedrgarizations.
immovable, uncompromisingthe first offer, this perfected were concluded. Although they When C asked A&B, "Why don't
Torah ideals of honesty andnerchant lived by the siue of agreed to buy C's merchandise atymu keep to your agreement?", they
commitment. acting with the utmost honesty. Hesetprice, A&B valued neither their had no responsgl
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performed.(0The most disturbing aspect of Speak to Ahron and his sons recitations.0 Rav Meshulam David
this question is that the very administratiosaying:[JThis is howyou should bless Soloveitchik offers a very interesting reason
aras as a.SO of the test reflects an assumption of guiltBhai Yisrael.[Say to them...[ for diff erentiating.C]He explains that the

The earthenware vessel, used in the teBeMidbar 6:23) benediction recited by the Kohanim states
RABBI BERNARD FOX representsin assumption of guilt.CAt least This passage introduces the Torahthatthey are commanded to bless the nation

the test itself should be free on anydiscussion of Birkat Kohanim — the Priestlywith love.[0 He explains that shomea

(continued from page 1) prejudgment! blessing.0] The blessing is actualljke'oneh is effective in relating the recital of

Our parasha discusses the test performedIh order to answer this question, we mustomposed of three separate blessinghe blessings to the listening Kohen.O
upon the Sotah.00The Sotah is a womacognize that the Torah expects us fbhese blessings are recited by thelowever, shomea ke'oneh cannot transmit
suspected of adultery.CShe is brought to tleenduct ourselves with extreme modestitohanim.CThrough their recital of thethis element of love to thestenefIThe
Mishcan or Bait HaMikdash.[TThere, she isnd discretion.CTThe Torah does not regaigirkat Kohanim, they express their desirdove must come from the Kohenhimself.(l
administered the test described in thfiirtatious behavior by a married woman ashat the Almighty bestow His blessings He cannot express his love through the
Torah.OThis test culminates in the womaharmless. This does not mean that aupon Bnai Yisrael. feelings of the Kohen reciting the blessing.O
drinking a special mixture.[TThis test reliesnarried woman must live a sheltered life.0The Birkat Kohanim has beenlin short, through listening, the Kohen has
onamiracle.[0f the woman is guilty of the However, we must all conduct ourselvegcorporated into the chazan's repetition afiotblessed the nation in love![4]
suspected crime, then she dies.0If she vgth dignity and restraint. the Amidah.OThere are various practices [These comments can be understood in
innocent, the mixture does not hare[] (We do not know whether the Sotah haggarding which days the Birkat Kohanintwo ways.[In order to understand these two

Our pasuk describes the meal offering afommitted  adultery..0 The test isis recited.[J0The dominant practice in th@pproaches we must analyze the idea thal
the Sotah.[OThis sacrifice is brought by theadministered to resolve this issueland of Israel is to recite the blessings evetiie Kohanim must bless the nation with
woman's husband on her behalf.[TThis meklowever, in order for the Sotah to belay.[Outside of the land of Israel customve.[IMidrash Rabbah explains that the
offering is very unusual.CJFirst, most meaubjected to the test, she must be cleadiffer. Kohanim cannot recite the blessings in a
offerings are made of wheat flour.O0Theguilty of promiscuous, flirtatious behavil ~ The format for the recitation of therote manner. The blessings must be
Sotah's is composed of barley flourWithout a pattern of such behavior, shélessings is very simple.0The Kohaninexpressed wholeheartedly.[5]0 The
Second, normally the flour of the meatannot be subjected to the ordeal of the tediegin by reciting a benediction prior to thédlessings are an expression of the
offering is finely milled.CThe Sotah's barley We can now begin to answer ouperformance of the mitzvah.O ThisKohanim's love for the nation.CThis means
is coarse.d Third, meal offerings arequestion.C0The assumption of guilt is basedenediction acknowledges that thehata Kohen does not fulfill his obligation
generally accompanied by oil andupon the actual behavior of the Sotah.DMéohanim have been commanded tthrough merely reciting the blessings.(TThe
frankincense.[The Sotah's offering does nkhow that she is guilty of immorality.CTThelovingly bless Bnai Yisrael.OThen, theblessings must be an expression of the inner
include these components.[] test only determines the degree of hechazan leads the Kohanim in the recitatiofeelings of the Kohen.OShomea ke’oneh

[Rashi explains that all of these specialeviation from Torah expectations.CJThiof the Birkat Kohanim. can relate the recital of one Kohen to
characteristics of the Sotah's offeringxplains the elements of the procedure Mhere is an interesting dispute in halachanother who is listening attentively.[]
express a single message.[TThese aspectsegigned to dgrace the woman.[OShe isconcerning Birkat Kohanim.OIn order toHowever, shomea ke'oneh cannot render
the offering reflect on the promiscuity of being punished for her promiscuity. understand this dispute a brief introductiotheseblessings into a personal expression of
the Sotah.CThe Sotah, in her adulterous [However, this does not explain thds needed.CIThere is a general principle ithe inner feeling of the listening Kohen.O
affair adopted the behavior of a beastdSsumption of guilt implied within the testhalacha of shomea ke'oneh — one whdherefore, shomea ke'oneh is ineffective in
Therefore, her offering is composed of #self.ClIn other words, it makes sense thdistens is treated as the one pronouncingfiis case.
coarsely milled grain reserved for animathe womanshould be reprimanded for hefThe principle dictates that a person can [There is a second way to understand the
feed.OOThe addition of frankincense and otbehavor] But the test ulizes an fulfill an obligation to recite a given Midrash Rabbah and Rav Soloveitchik's
enhance the offering.00The offering of aarthenware vessel.[This vessel implies tfiermula or text though listening to thecomments.O0Perhaps, Birkat Kohanim is
sexually immoral individual does notcommitment of adultery.[The test should beecitation of another individual.Co An morethantherecital of a formula.CInstead,
deserve these enhancements.[1] free of any prejudgment.] example will illustrate the application ofit can be understood as a relationship

[Ih the process of testing the Sotah other It seems that ordeal of the Sotah canntis principle.JWe are obligated to recitbetween the Kohanim and the people.[With
steps are taken that reflect upon herbe defined as the administration of a test.[Kiddush on the night of Shabbat andhe recital of their blessing, the Kohanim
behavor.d For example, her hair istestwould be free of prejudgment.0d0Thefestivals.JHowever, in most families theare entering into a relationship with the
uncovered in public.CIRashi explains thabrdeal of the Sotah can more properly bieead of the household recites the Kiddugbeople. The Kohanim are the petitioners
this is an intentional attempt tosdrace defined as a punishment.CIt assumes tlom behalf of all those present.How doesnd the people are the beneficiaries of their
her[2] guilt of the woman and punishes hethe recitation of this one individual petition.CThis is the reason for requiring the

[Perhaps, the most interesting element appropriately.JEven the administration oflistharge the obligation of the otherswholehearted expression of the Kohanim.C
the process is the actual administration ahemixture is part of the punishment.CTThepresentto recite Kiddush?(IThe answer isThe relationship between the Kohanim and
the test. The Chumash explains that themixture is a potential poison.0 It isthat the principle of shomea ke’oneh isthe peopleonly exists when the blessings
ingredients are placed in an earthenwasglministered as an appropriate punishmeapplied.(The head of the household reciteserecited with sincerity.As we explained
vessel.00The mixture is then administeretbr an adulterer.00 Various elementsthe Kiddush and others present fulfill theirabove, shomea ke’oneh can only relate the
from this vessel.OWhy does the Toralthroughout the process, imply or expressbligation through attentively listening.  recital of one Kohen to another who is
specify the use of an earthenware vesse{fiilt. JThis is now understandable.0The [Can the principle of shomea ke'oneh béstening attentively. Shomea ke'oneh
Rashi explains that this vessel is chosen fwocess is designed as a punishment fapplied to Birkat Kohanim?OIn othercannot create a relationship between the
contrast the woman's unglamorousdultery. words, can one Kohen recite these blessinligtening Kohen and the people.[Therefore,
predicament with her amorous belwaii ~ Bowever, the process is also a test.[Ttan behalf of all the Kohanim present?[Caiin this case shomea ke'oneh is ineffedi¥e.
She and the adulterer drank fine wines fromffectiveness of the punishment ighe other Kohanim present fulfill their
expensive goblets.JShe now drinks thancertain.OThe potentially toxic mixtureobligation through listening attentively to [1]0Rabbaynu Shiomo ben Yitzchak (Rashi),
bitter mixture from a simple earthenwaremay not effect the woman.Of the woman isheoneKohen reciting the blessings? Commentary on Sefer BeMidbar 5:15. [2][IRabbaynu
vessel.[3] survives unscathed, she is vindicated from [This issue is disputed by the authoritiessiomo ben Yitzchak (Rashi), Commentary on Sefer

it is seems that this entire process reflectise crime of adultery.0n other words, herSomeargue that Birkat Kohanim is not BeMidbar 5:18. [3[Rabbaynu Shiomo ben Vitzchak

. - - ST T . . . } (Rashi), Commentary on Sefer BeMidbar 5:17. Rgv
anassumption of guilt.vet, in fact we dovindication is not the result of an unbiasedifferentfrom Kiddush.C)Shomea ke'onengyin vosef Miller, Shai LaTorah (Jerusalem 5751),
not know whether adultery has beertest. It is indicated by surviving the is effective.CJOthers offer various reasongjume 1, pp. 183-184. [5]Midrash Rabba, Sefer
committed![TThis is the reason the test ipunishment. for differentiating between the twoBeMidbar 11:4.
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ODE,
Or De%ial?

RIVKA OLENICK

(continued from page 1)

theJews and the priests.
The first step in answering th
question is to properly categori
the role of the priests in thes
blessings. They are acting
benefactors of some sort. They
blessing the Jews. Our next quest
is, "what is the purpose of the prie
to be benefactors of the Jews?"
By looking at the dynamics
between the Jews and the prie
perhapstheir relationship afford
someinsight. The priests receiy
gifts from the Jews. The priests a
serve in the Temple. The Jews
not. What attitude might b

is
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doWe have delared “n’asay our focus and commit sin we shoul@nticipation or hope.[JHope and
ev’nishma” we will do and we will remember that we can still put outrust are related. Without trust in

generated from such a relations
whereoneparty receives gifts fron
the other, and where they also ha
exclusive rights to Temple servic
Would the Jew feel justified in h
resentment, because he works
for his possessions while the prie
getfree possessions? The Jew mi
also resent that the priests arg
"closer to God" since they can be
theTemple and he cannot.
Perhaps this is exactly what t
blessings address: The preemp

hipear. We have accepted the Torakrust in God.[0We should remindGod hope is meaningless.[1Hope
nand now we must carry out into oupurselves of this constantly. If weitself is futile without trust in the
veaily lives what we have acceptedcommit sin we should not allowOne we direct our hope to.[We are
2'The good that God has given us isurselves to feel distant from Godasking for God's mercy when we
sthe Torah. Through the writtenwhich causes a person to lose trutlk about being hopeful. When we
avebrd and the oral tradition it is thein God.[ “What's the use, it's “hope it works out” our desire is
Stguide we use to conduct our liveshopeless.”lD When a person ishat God will have rachmanus,
glthich is guided by its truths.[éverwhelmed with guilt they mercy on us.O

However, being given the Toralbelieve they cannot return to God.[TWhen King David took Batsheva
inloes not give us immediate, specidh effect, they “lose hope”, “Why for his wife it was considered evil in
protection from the uncertainties irshould God help me out this time?"God’s eyes because she was still the
héife, and one should be realistidVhen a setback or crisis befalls usyife of Uriah. David had Uriah
imggarding the task of “we will dowe hear: “It's beshert, it's probablykilled in battle and Batsheva

of the strife which might occyrand we will hear”.00Pursuing themeantto be, maybe check yourmourned her husband.(David was
based on the Jews' resentment path of truth takes courage, butmezuzas.” Have you heard that?ald by the prophet Nosson, that the
priestly gifts, and the exclusion pfcourage does not make one immurighat’s all denial. Do we take trust inchild born to him and Batsheva was
the Jew Temple service. | suggedo sin.[By using good judgment and5od for granted or are we caught ugestined to di. This was a
that precisely to rid Jewish sociefycommon sense we can hopefullin denial?When we are successfydunishment and for 7 days David
of resentment, God commanded hevoid the pitfalls of denial.[The trapwe think we are so brilliant, butmourned and repented before God
priests publicly bless the Jews |iof denial is very powerful, and notwhen we are unsuccessful wewith the hope that the child would
thesetwo areas- monetary needs admitting when we are wrong, setblame it on God.OEither way it'slive.0God's justice decreed that the
and concern that God pays attentiamp the trap.0Then when a situatiodenial.Cllt is God Who provides uschild would die, yet David “never
to Jews. By doing so, any ill feelingsoccurs that becomes intolerable waith our needs by giving us thegave up hope” that God would have
will be addressed before thewill look to blame it on someonemeanso obtain what we need at themercy on him. He faced the reality
become an issue. God developededse, or on God.[t is our own doingppropriate time.JOWhen was thef his situation and went before
method so that Jews regularly hearatccording to the Rambam.[Wdast time you heard: “Use yourGod. No matter what situation
the priests wishing their monetaryshould look into our ways andintelligence and do everything yowefalls us, we should look into it
success. The Jews also hear |tikenfront our own denial and askpossibly can to help your situation.ahd determine whether the situation
priests wishing God to respond |t@God to assist us.[IMost of the timéut your trust in God and bewascaused by our denial.(0f it was
their prayers. Precisely the two areéase cannot admit that we are inhopeful."d then we should repent before God
reserved for the priests. Concern| afenial.[] Not according to the [What is the dference betweenwith honesty and never give up on
the priests that the Jews be blessd@ambam who says that a persdmope and trust? What does hopehe hope of God's mercy.CAt any
by God in all areas will create |ehasthe ability to change, that is themean?0 Here is the dionary’s time we can reinstate our trust and
harmonious state for all Jewspurpose of free will.Cln challengingdefinition of hope: a desire for somédnopein God. We always have the
necessary for the Torah system| times we should have a keenegood, accompanied with at least apportunity to reconnect through
operate. awarenessf this emotion of denial, slight expectation of obtaining it, orsincere tefila and change our focus

Since the goal is harmonyhow much more so when things are belief that it is obtainable, to wantand regain our trust in God.O
between Jews of all roles, | believ&going great” and we are naturallyand expect, to trust or rely. Here i$Whoso putteth his trust in the Lord
thefinal blessing is appropriate, thamuch less introspective. Since therthe definition of trust: confidentshall be safe.” Proverbs, 29:25.00
is, the blessing of pead@. is no life without sin, if we do loseexpectation of any event;Safe from denial.[Safe in realifd
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