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''''' « T " Human Kindness

Abraham's semant Ellezer sea'rched for specific perfections in the woman who would wed
onewhonotonly 'responds' to requests, but also fully investigates where else she may as

~anotherShe was not asked, but nonetheless, labored to water all of Eliezer's camels.
This additional kindness is what Eliezer sought, for the son of one who embodied true kind
Above Par phrased from a class by Rabbi Reuven Mann
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(hayeyia  Eliezer Tests Rebecca

"Listen to us,masterA prince of RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM
the L-rd you are among us. In the
best of our burial places, bury your Eliezer was sent by his master Abraham to find a wife for Isaac, Abraham'’s son. His swore to find a wife
dead. No man from among us willAbraham's family. Eliezer reached Aram Naharayim and stopped at the well, one location where people m
prevent you from burying your prayed to God that He should send him a woman who would not only respond the his request for his own wa
dead. " (Beresheit 23:6) awomanwhowould initiate hospitality in the form of watering his camels as well, without request.

The opening passages of Parghat'And it as that he had even finished speaking (to God) behold Rebecca came out, born to Besuale, the
Chayay Sara describAvraham's| Milka, wife of Nachor, the brother of Abraham and her with her pitcher on her shoulder". (Gen. 24:15)
successful efforts to purchase| a Of course Eliezer had no knowledge of her lineage, but the Torah teaches how God prepares most efficie
burial place for his wife, Sara, in thetherighteous. The prayer was not even complete, yet the response was already at hand.

(continued on page 4) (continued on next page)
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Eliezer Tests Rebecca

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

draw the water knowingly for
another.When one works for
herself, there is a connection
with the object of their lady. To
part with water drawn for
herself, Rebecca would display
a higher level of kindness. For
this reason, Eliezer waited until
she drew the waterfor herself-
and only then, asked for it. He
intended to see if she would part
i with water she drew for herself.
We see that not only did Eliezer
respond to Abraham's request,
but he thought into the best
manner of responding to his
master.lronically, Eliezer's own
perfection mirrors Rebecca's, as
§ they both responded to requests
as best they could. S8iply
L= responding to a request in kind
went down to the well, sh ; gyt : F2% is not reflective of a high caliber
filled her pitcher, and then ascended. And tighy did he wait until "she went down to the welindividual. The righteous are perfected. They see
servant (Eliezer) ran to grder.." Pause here for shefilled her pitcher, and then ascended?" need, and think into the best way to respond. Thi
amomentWhat strikes you? Let us better formulate the question: What wasay very well explain why Eliezer formulated his
What strikes me akread this is one questionthereto gain by waiting until Rebecca filled hempproach to Rebecca as he did. He too partook ¢
"Why the delay?" There must have been at lep@ither? We can refine this question further, "lihe very kindness he sought in a mate for Isaac.
10 minutes which passed as "she went down to #isarching for a woman with the best qualitiesNotice, Eliezer's request was "let me sip please
well, she filled her pitcher, and then ascended.'What did Eliezer feel he would learn by waiting little water from your pitcher". He asked for a
is clear that time passed, yet Eliezer did not budém. Rebecca to fill her pitcher?" The answer litle, and received much. Not only did Rebecca
His latter sentiment not to delay bringing Rebecocaw apparentEliezer desired to learn how fagive of her own, but she gave more than requeste
back to Isaac teaches that he was not wasting tiRebecca would go in her kindness. As Eliezef her, and she gave all he needed, even though
So if he saw her appear as he finished his prayeajts until Rebecca draws her own water, hetreantwatering all his camels, and did so with
why did he not approach her at that very momeatffer is all the more gracious than if she woulspeed, again, to accommodate as best she Bbuld.

What happens next catchﬁ__:,;L T v
one's eye, "...she went down’ = g
the well, she filled her pitcher ’
and then ascended. And tl
servant (Eliezer) ran to gre
herand said, 'let me sip pleas
alittle water from your pither.
And she said, 'drink my
master, and she rushed a e
took down the pitcher from hegas
shoulder and gave him
drink. And when he finisheq
drinking, she said 'l will alsq
draw for your camels until the
finish dinking. And she
rushed and emptied her pitc
into the trough, and she ran
again to the well to draw, a
she drew for all his camels."
Allow me to focus yourf
attention on a problem, "...
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G-d's Laws Without G-d?

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Reader: In a wag, your position on Torah is and purpose. If man denies G-d's existence, mahi®ugh the Torah and decides to try to live by the
better suited to the pragmatist view that ignorexistence is of no value. All his rest, exercisprecepts it contains, following to the letter all of
theimportance of ultimate Truth in favor of whatreading, kindness, and all activities includinghe mitzvahs, etc... 1)Would that person, in your
"works." The germ theory of disease was fougfibrah observance, fail to be realized as a servimgnion, derive any benefit from being a Torah
for decades by religionists who believed in thiea gaining knowledge of G-d, and adhering to HBerson? (Do we need to know who invented
paramount role of Sin as a cause of disease. Whdle's. Once G-d is removed from the equatiorgspirin or what aspirin contains for aspirin to cure
sin might be an important constituent of stomachan is not living with any value. For example, inheadache?)
ulcers in the long run, in the short run, we seemnaay seem that one cares for another person with
have gotten closer to cure by the discovery oftés "kindness", but if he cares merely to makeMesora: As | said, without conviction in G-d's
particular bacteria which lodges in the intestine. [peoplehappy or healtjy but not for the sake of aexistence, and that Torah was created and give
asimilar vein you might look at the "instrumentahappy/healthy life...."to follow Torah", then theby G-d, the observer lacks any appreciation for the
value" of Torah from the "as if* point of view, anchappiness and healthiness is limited only to tid&reator, therefore, such actions fail in their
ask this question: Apart from the question afphereof man's Earthly stay. Man, in such a casprimary goal. Man's life was a waste.
whetheror not G-d exists, does a life guided byhas missed his only opportunity to arrive at
Torah- with the user of Torah operating "as if* Gknowledge of G-d, by using intelligence, which Reader: Not sure | agree.Just asl can
d existed - yield better results than a life with n@as given for this primary objective. Man hasappreciate the design of a watch without knowing
Torah? In other words, is there something "truebmpletely failed to operate in regliand his life if it was created by G-d or by man, | can
about Torah teaching in \safor example, the is a waste. appreciate the meaning of Shabbat as a Day c
doctrine of complete spiritual rest on Shabbat,When asking if rest is a good, we must ask, "rdest without knowing that it is meant to recall the
which makes life better, regardless of one's finfar what goal?" One may rgpl'to be strong to day G-d rested after creating the world. It's not
belief in the true status of Torah, and G-diwork and raise his family." Sounds admirable. Watthelatteris unimportant so much as to suggest
existence? thenask, "why is it good to do these?" If we ddhat we could be missing something very

not eventuate in the primary goal of approachinignportant by just talking about why we are

Mesora: A human body surely benefits fromG-d through our intellect, then all actions in man&ipposed to celebrate Shablbatvould suggest
physical rest, if he is tired. However, rest per selife are bereft of the absolute “"good", i.e., lovingve need to appreciate the spirit of the celebration
not always a 'good'. Exercise is also a must f@-d. In such a case, rest, kindness, Toraly allowing ourselves to just experience self
one's health. So we see King Solomon's words algservance, etc., are not a "good", in G-d's termmaposed rest from our weekly labors and pondel
again substantiated (See Ecclesiastes, Chapteli®y are the "means", with no "ends", as defindioe value of that as such. Once we can recogniz
i.e., there is a time for everything, but nadby G-d,...as defined by ultimate reality. the value of that, plus the value of all the other
everything is good - all the time. Any Torah law or tenet, performed or acceptethitzvahs in our lives without reference to their

However, we cannot stop ther&Sabbatical without conviction of G-d's existence, forfeits it®rigin, we know we have a real blessing as
rest” cannot be defined as a good, if we measurpltpose. And if a man lived his entire life wittopposed to a duty.
in simple, physical terms. All of man's actionsuch a philosophheforfeits his life. Even more,
truly miss their mark and purpose, if the entirRashi in Deuteronomy says, if one does notMesora: There is no Sabbath rest, without G-d.
scope of reality and man's ultimate purpose umderstand the idea of a mitzvah, he obtains mhbis is impossible. Sabbath, more than other laws
ignored. When asking what is the "good" for maibenefit through that mitzvah. He must still keejgs bound up inextricably with the truth of the
(rest, happiness, eating, etc.) while excludirthatcommand, but the entire goal is not achieve@reator.
man's ultimate goal (loving G-d), you canndEvery command and principle contained in TorahYou are making the most fundamental error in
answetthequestion within the framework of "trueaims at man's appreciation of the Source of tfierah - man's purpose and design. There is nc
reality". The answer must, by definition, b&lorah- G-d. If one's studies and actions do natherent benefit to Sabbatical rest, Kosher laws, o
wrong. If you wish to know what is good for mangulminate in a realization and appreciation for Gy other law, if one does not recognize the
we must take into account man's true purpose aticthen he misses the entire purpose of those id€asator. The Shima says, "And you shall love
all thatis true and real. and commands. your G-d with all your heart, and with all your

So what is man's true purpose? How can we soul, and with all your might." This teaches that
identify it? We must study realitand arrive at  Reader: So, what would you say about a persaall of man's activities must be enacted solely for
whatis absolute truth. Reality is founded on G-dsf no awareness of G-d, finding a copy of Torathe sake of approaching G-d. If G-d's existence is
existence, and His goal for man. Sinai is eternahapark bench which it turns out has been editewt apprehended as an absolute truth, and man
proof of G-d's existence, and His desire that mémdelete references to G-d as the Source of Togattions are not a service to G-d, man misses hi
follow the Torah. The Torah is man's one goaind theAuthority behind Torah? The person readsingular goal with this distorted lif8.
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Chayey dara

RABBI BERNARD FOX

(continued from page 1)

Land of Israel. Nachmanides is “My master, hear me. Between then comments that “Avraham “And the girl, to whom | shall
troubled by the inclusion of ame and you, of what significance heard Efron” and weighed out theay, “Tip your jug and | will
detailed description of this episodes a portion of land worth four payment.Clt is odd thatvraham’s drink,” and she will say, “Drink
in the Chumash. G-d chose evetyundred silver shekel? Bury payment is associated wittand | will also water you r
word of the Chumash carefullyyour dead” (Beresheit 23:15) “hearing” Efron.0 Efron had camels,” she is the one you have
Every word, indeed every letter, Efron owns the Ma'aratrefused payment.0lt would seerdesignated for you r servant
must teach a lesson. Why is aHaMachpayla.OAvraham asks that Avraham, in insisting on Yitzchak.CAnd through her | will
entire chapter devoted to thesEfron to sell him the cave.lEfrorpaying for the field, was notknow that you have done
events? replies that he will giveAvraham hearing Efron! kindness with my master."[]
Nachmanides explains that thithe cave and does not seek Sforno explains thatAvraham (Bereshit 24:13)
incident illustrates the fulfillment payment.Bvrahamis not satisfied heard and agreed to Efron’s Avraham send his servant Eliezer
of one of G-d's promises taand insists upon paying Efron.Olrestimate of the field's value.[3]b Aram Naharayim.OThere, he is
Avraham. In Avraham's first our pasuk, Efron responds that thEhis interpretation is supported byo find a wife for Yitzchak.(Eliezer
prophey, G-d promised him that,cave and the field upon which it iSargum  Unkelus.0. Rabbaynuarrives at Aram Naharayim and
although he would be traveling to gituated are of little consequenceNissim offers another explanationjpteparedo fulfill his mission.He
new land, he would achieve famé=fron explains that he andHe comments thadvrahamheard must find a wife who is appropriate
and earn the respect of th&vraham are wealthy individuals.Efron’s response and detected far Yitzchak.[He devises a test.[He
inhabitantsAvraham's mission wasThere is no reason to enter into kidden meaning.C]He heard morwill stand by the town’s well.CTThe
to reintroduce to humanity thedispute over a portion of landhan Efron’s literal response.lJHegirls of the town will come to draw
worship of the Almighty. worth four hundred silver shekel.lieard a deeper message. What waater for their families.[JEliezer
Consequemnyl his influence and Avraham immediately weighs outhis implicit message? will approach each.00He will ask
stature among the inhabitants of hisur hundred shekel and delivers Avraham realized that there wasach to share some water with
new home was crucial to his the payment.[JPayment is made ino reasonfor Efron to specify the him.[oThe girl that offers him water
success. front of the townspeople.[] Thevalue of the land, in his responsednd also offers tavaterhis camels
Nachmanides goes on to explai@humash also mentions thatle should have merely indicateavill be destined to be Yitzchak's
that, this chapter demonstrates thayraham paid Efron with coinsthat the land was of little wife.
in his lifetime, his neighborsthat were readily negotiable significance.CThe indication of a The Talmud discusses this
regarded Avraham as a prince aurrency. specific value was very meaningfuincident in Tractate Chullin.COThe
the Almight, and ruler over the Our Sages criticize Efron for higo Avraham. He understood this toTalmud explains that it is
land. Throughout the chapter, thbehavor. He offered to deliver theimply that Efron was very aware oprohibited to act on the basis of
citizens of the city treafvraham field to Avrahamasa gift.(But he the value and ambivalent aboutmens. For example, a person
with the respect appropriate for accepted a payment of fougiving the land. drops his staff.CHe considers this to
king and a prophet. They assureundred shekell[2]0At first this Based upon this analysisbe an ill omen and stays in his
him that he may bury Sarariticism seems unfair.CEfron neveRabbaynu  Nissim  explainshouse all day.[4]B personalso
wherever he wishesAvraham asked Avraham for payment.Bvraham’s subsequent actionsray not establish signs, which will
chooses the Ma’arat HaMachpaylavraham insisted on payment.Ayraham was suspicious of Efron'serve as omens.O The person
— the Cave of Machpayla — inEfron mentioned the price of fouintentions. He therefore mepredefines a certain “test” as
Hevron. The owner, Efron, offershundred shekel only in passingEfron’s price in the presence of theneaningful.0 The test is then
Avraham the property as a giftHe never demanded this paymenttownspeople. They had heardperformed.C0The person acts on the
Only atAvraham's insistence does To fully understand our SagesEfron specify the value and wouldasis of the outcome.[TThe Talmud
Efron agree to accept anwnalysis of Efron, we musthow seeAvrahammeetthis price.[0offers an example of this type of
compensation. These attitudesarefully consider another pasukA¥raham paid Efron in negotiabldbehavor.[]The example given by
demonstrate the fulfillment of theEfron tells Avrahamthat a field currency.[He did not want to leavéhe Talmud is the test devised by
Almighty's initial promise to valued at four hundred shekel is dEfron any opportunity to questiorEliezer to choose a wife for
Avraham.[1] littte consequence. The Chumasthe value of the coins. Yitzchak.[5] Eliezer devised a

(continued on next page)
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(continued from page 4)

RABBI BERNARD FOX

test. He assumed the outcome to kbecharity and character of the wom

mearingful.(He then acted on the basief the town. The young woman wh

of the outcome.[Maimonides explainswill offer water to him and his came

that thesebehaviors are superstitiouswill prove herself sensitive and kin

The Patriarchs
vs Their Children

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

enRash's commentary on Genour heads commanding us in the
p24:42. "Rabbi Acha said, 'MoreTorah's observance, and if we
Ippleasants the speech of the servantefused this obligation, He would

.of the Patriarchs before God, thadrop the mountain on us, and there

We are commanded to guide our liveShe is the appropriate wife fothe Torah (ommands) of their would be our graves." This Midrash

by wisdom.O0 Therefore, theseritzchak.
behaviors are prohibited.[6]

How is it possible that Eliezer theRivka appears.[] She satisfies

children, as we find Eliezer's accouns of course metaphoricBut it

The moment Eliezer designs his tegtlescribing his encounter withteaches that the event of nSi

ridebecca) doubled in the Toraltarried such clear proof of God's

servant of Avraham wlated this surpasses the qualifications Eliezavhile many of the central commandsxistence, that His commands were

prohibition?t is also remarkable thaseeks.[Furthermore, she is a me
Hashem would help Eliezer in hiof Avraham’s extended family.[Eliez
superstitious behavior! is invited to the home of Rivka’s fath
Rabbaynu Nissin, in his commentarBetuel.C0There, Eliezer requests t
on Tractate Chullin, answers thifivka be given to Yitzchak as a wife.
question.[He explains that the TalmudLavan and Betuel are id
does not intend to accuse Eliezer @forshippers.J Furthermore, tl
acting foolishly.CEliezer’s test did notChumash later indicates that Rivk
involve superstition.(JHe realized thafamily was not completely happy wi
Yitzchak's wife should embodythe match.[et, after hearing Eliezel
kindness.[lHe devised a test, whichccount they immediately agree to
would identify essential behaviors ancharriage and acknowledge th
attitudes.0This test was based dAashem made the match.C]Howd
wisdom not superstition. Eliezer so impress Lavan and Bet
What was the Talmud's purpose ithat they immediately acquiesced
using Eliezer’s test as an example ¢ie marriage and recognized t
superstitious behavior?[(TThe Talmud i8Imighty’s involvement?
explaining that the prohibition of There is a useful hint contained
relying on omens is not violated untithe Chumash.CTThe Chumash relate
the person actually acts upon thedetail Eliezer's account, to Lavan &

kefrthe Torah are only given by wayindeniably emanating from the
eof hints." Creator, one Who we would be
er This is a truly perplexing foolish to ignore. Our acceptance of
natatement, as we are all of ththe yoke of Torah was in a manner,
opinion that that which is mosicoerced.

blcentral in the Torah are God's words.Not so the Patriarchs. They all
né¢dow then can a servant's wordgame to a knowledge and service of
aeven a servant of Abraham, be mof@od on their own. This is much
hprecious to God? Was not the Toraimore precious to God. The Megilla
'gjiven for the sake of the commandsfad onPuim reads, "They arose
theHow do we approach such and accepted that which they already
ajuestion? accepted.” This is referring to the
i The first step is to note what islews' re-acceptance of the Torah out
ubkeing compared, as the quote a@f love, as opposed to their Sinaic
t&Rabbi Acha is one of comparisoracceptance out oéér.Again, we are
N&Ve find that "speech" is compared tpointed to the concept that adherence
"Torah", and "servant" is comparethaslevels. Greater than one who is
ito "Patriarchs' offspring”. In bothcommanded, is one who arrives at
Ssdomparisons, what generates othe truth using his own mind. True,

omen. In order to wlate the Betuel, of his experiences.[The de
prohibition, the person must treat thef the test and the outcome
foolish omen with the certainty ofrecounted completely.(It is odd that
Eliezer[J This ddines superstitious Chumash d not merely summari
behavor.[The fool treats an arbitraryEliezer’s remarks.

sign as if it were a scientific indication The Clumash is stressing th
of reality.00The fool acts with theEliezer retold the events exactly
certainty appropriate for a meaningfuhey occurred.C1 There was

test — such as the one devised bgmbellishment.C]Lean and Betu

Eliezer[7] were overwhelmed by these even
O Despite their prejudices against givi
up their sister, they agreed to deli

“And Lavan and Betuel her immediately to Elieer[] The

answered. And they said, “The reaction of Lavan and Betuel provi
thing has gone forth from Hashem.Oeloguent evidence that Providence
We cannot say to you bad ogood.”[] at work. Even two idol worshipe
(Beresheit 24:50) could not deny that the Almigh

Avraham sends Eliezer to Aramnfluenced these events.0 Th
Naharayim.[JHe is to seek a wife forecognized that no other explanat
Yitzchak.[Eliezer arrives at the town€ould account for the immedi
He devises a test designed to measstecess achieved by Ebedd

[1](Rabbaynu Moshe ben Nachman (Ramban / Nachmanides), Commentary on Sefer Beresheit 23:
[2]IMesechet Baba Metzia 874§3] Rabbaynu Ovadia Sforno, Commentary on Sefer Beresheit, 23:16.
[4] Mesechet Sanhedrin 65f] Mesechet Chullin 95b.

[6]CRabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam / Maimonides) Mishne Torah, Wikt Kochavim 11:16.,
[7]1Rabbaynu Nissim ben Reuven (Ran), Chidushai HaRan, Mesechet Chullin 95b.

nduestions is that the latter appeatisereis a statement of the Rabbis,
igrbviously more important: SpeeciOne commanded is greater than
rdoes not outweigh Torah, andnewho is not." But this does not
hservants do not outweigh Israelitesnean ‘greater' in every way. This
(in the capacity that Israelites musatter Rabbinical statement once
keep the Torah as the world'slucidated by a Rabbi, means that
teachers.) when one is commanded, he has
as| would suggest a central lesson isiore to conquer and is greater. He
deing taught by Rabbi Acha. Henust fight the additional desire to
lintends to draw our attention taebel against "obligations". Had one
Gbd's estimation of personaho obligation, and observed, he is
gharater. He first teaches, thatgreat, but has not successfully
avhich the Torah repeats is done smnquered his rebellious instinBLt

for emphasis of its importanceherewe discuss only the sphere of
eBased on this rule, Eliezer's word&onquering his instinctA totally
asust be more important than théiff erent question. than our topic,
Torah's commands. But how so?! "adherence to God".

| believe the one iflerence "More pleasant is the speech of the
between the Patriarchs andervants of the Patriarchs before
oourselves, is that they followed Go&God, than the Torah of their
@ut of an internal realization of God'shildren." This teaches that love
truth, with no externally imposedsupersedesér.Our ultimate goal in
system. Even the speech of thde is "love of God", not fear of God
dPatriarchs is replete with wisdom; attachment to His knowledge, the
and their attachment to God includetiue appreciation of the Source of all
no coercion. The Midrash says, "Ateality, attachment to Him. This is
Sinai, God held that mountain ovelove of Godd
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Following G-d "Perfectly”

ABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

The Torah says in Deuteronomynstinct is focused primarily on survivahousehold members fall sick, or thoseHaving shown that the term "perfect"
18:9, "When you come into the lanaf their infant. The parent has avho don red bendels, place keys iffamim) refers to man's requirement not
which Hashem your G-d gives you, ddiistorted notion that such action ighallas, use prayer books as protectian, create sources oh&wledge outside
notlearnto do as the abominations ofortuitous and actually "protects" theard those who ascribe powers t&-d, we have a question: In Genesis
those (other) nations." The Torah listemainder of his child's existenceRebbes, Mekubals and Kabbalidts.17:1, regarding circumcision, G-d
idolatrous  prohibitions; passingKosame and Nichush were twaecently heard of a "Meir bal Hanasehstructed Abraham to "walk before
children in between pillars of firepractices which foretold the success practice where foolish individualsMe and be perfect’. G-d uses the term
(Molech), inquiring counsel from yourfailure of future events or actions. Sbelieve that by giving chayityou can "perfect”. How does this fit in with our
staff (Kosame), fortune telling,too wasthe practice of consulting thelocate a lost object. How ridiculous antheory?l believe it is ‘perfect! The Ibn
witchcraft, consulting the dead andead. The goal is to obtain knowledggamaging are such notions! What Bzra says the followingoonmentay
otherpractices. We understand that afif the ‘other side', or of future eventScreated”, cannot oppose ti@&eator'. on this command to Abraham to "be
thesedolatrous practices are not basedne would usually attempt to consult & is dear. Just as G-d set boundariegerfect’, "You should not ask why (to)
on truth and knowledge, and thus, amead friend or relative. As there wafor the sea, "You set a boungahey perform circumcision.” On the surface,
completely false.But this section nothing to be learned about someomannot overstep..." (Psalms, 104:9) don Ezra defies all which he stands for,
concludes with a statement not found afith whom you were already intimatéoo, all creation follows the lawsi.e. a life of understanding. How then
the end of other sections ofwith, the interest in consulting the deagoverning its matter and behawiust can he verbalize such a statemént?
commandments, (18:13) "Perfeanust serve some other needsparchmentand ink mezuzas burn, ston't believe lbn Ezra is saying we
(tamim) shall you be with Hashenknowledge of the future, or moreoo they are static, and have no wilshould not use our mindsatRer he is
your G-d." My questions is: Why isn'tspecific, the inquirer's future. Obsessicand cannot "do" anything. teaching us that Abraham should not
this statement applied to other areas, méth the dead is an expression of one'sAll practices assuming forces asidmake his performance of witie
kosher and non kosher animals, laws ofvnimmortality fantasy. from G-d control cause and effect, aecrees dependent on his own
robbey, court systems, or any other What common thread runs throughreidolatrous. It makes nafterence if intelligence. Ibn Ezra teaches that man
section? Why is the statement ddll these practices? The answer isvesee "religious" Jews practicing suchan fall prey to an erroneous notion that
"Perfect shall you be..." mentionedknowledge". In each of thesefoolishness, or if we even read aboubnly whenl know the reasons will
here? What does "perfect’ mean?  violations, the inquirer seeks securitthem under a Hebrew title, or authoreperform, but not before". To this, Ibn

We must say that only in the area dhrough some imagined source dfy a Rabbi. What is the objective truth2zra teaches, "do not inquire why the
the idolatrous practices is one irknowledge, via a warlock, anThat which G-d created and wrote igircumcision” - "do not let your inquiry
violation of "perfect shall you be withenchanter, or the dead. He assumag Torah. He created and controls tlietermine your acts"Be perfect with
Hashem your G-d". If one were to edhereis a source of knowledge out theraniverse, therefore, He alon&-d and don't render your intelligence
nonkosher foods, he would not violate besides G-d. This is precisely whermdetermines reality. Not people, and nsuperior to His" - this is what Ibn Ezra
this command to be perfect. To whaine removes himself from following objects. The same mezuza which wil teaching, and why the term "perfect"
specific objective does "perfect” withG-d perfecy, or rather, "exclusively”. be consumed when exposed to flamés,also used here. In this case too, man
G-d refer? Framing the question thi§o assume sources of knowledge otheeople foolishly think it to possesscan go so far as to think of himself as a
way, we areforced to understand thes¢han G-d, is to not follow G-d protective abilities. If mezuzas cannatource of knowledge outside of G-
"abominations". "perfectly”. It is a diution of G-d's protect themselves, how can theg...making his subjective knowledge

Each of the mentioned idolatrousinique and exclusive position in realityprotect anything else? supreme to the knowledge contained in
practices is an attempin some way - Therefore, the command to "be perfectG-d created everything. There is nG-d's dvine commands. G-d says to
to procure information. In each casayith G-d", means in other words, "dmther source of knowledge. G-d'sAbraham, "be perfect' - follow me
thereis an inquiy, or an attemptto not assume other causes for thowledge alone defines the operaticgven when your mind does not grasp
secure oneselfA few examples will universe's existence and operation”. of the entire universe. Therefore, themsith complete unerstailing.
helptoillustrate this point: Molech was The followers of these practicegannot be anything which can alter ourWe see Abraham does follow this
a practice where a parent would passsume that aside from G-d, there ameality, other than G-d, the Soleconcept, as he did not second guess G-
his son or daughter through two flamesther means by which the universeCreator. d when he was commanded to kill his
- not burning the infant, according to abperates. They feel some people havéPerfect shall you be with G-d"son IsaacA Rabbi once asked why
least one vew. What was this supernatural powers over eventmeanswe must not deviate fromAbraham inquired of G-d's decision to
objective? Let us consider: Fire is theutside real laws of cause and effedbllowing Him alone. G-d, to thedestroy Sodom, but not regarding
one element which opposes all This of course is absurd. Theiexclusion of anything else, is the onljsaac's slaghter. The Rabbi sygeste
biological existence. In all elements, aimsecurities propel them to seekhe Cause. This makes sense: How cdiat Abraham realized he could learn
orgarsm may survive, except in fireforecasts for their actions, so they nedthat which has ultimate power, coexistbout G-d's justice by askinggut
Passing the child through unharmedpt think for themselves. Relying onwith anything else laying claim to Hisregarding perfection & commands,
thefather imagines that just as the childnother's advice removes their need power? G-d's ultimate Kingship and\braham felt he could not necessarily
is shielded from flames, so he isake decisions. This is the opposite pbwer negatesanything else from understand how a command would
shielded from all other mishaps durings-d's plan that man receive and engaljaving any power whatsaavThis is perfect him, although it di He
his life. It makes sense that thé¢hegift of intelligence. Similar to thesesoclear, it boggles the mind that thertherefore did not ask about the killing
parent/child relationship forms thedolatrous practitioners are present dayesuch idolatrous practices within outsaac- a divine command - but he did
prohibition, as the paternal or materndews who check a mezuza whéold. inquire about G-d's justida
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